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Session 1: Word List
posse n. a group of people who come together for a common

purpose, often to pursue or capture a criminal; a group
of people who share a common interest, belief, or trait

synonym : crew, gang, retinue

(1) posse member, (2) posse of citizens

My friends and I formed a posse to search for the lost hiker.

subversive adj. intended to undermine or overthrow a system, authority,
or established order through an intentional effort to
cause disruption or to challenge the existing norms or
beliefs; (noun) a person or thing intended to undermine
the power or authority of an established system or
institution

synonym : incendiary, dissident, (noun) rebel

(1) subversive elements, (2) subversive literature

The artwork was criticized for its subversive theme that
undermined religious beliefs.

trait n. a particular feature of your nature
synonym : attribute, feature, quality

(1) chemical trait, (2) personality traits

Multiple genes may influence behavioral traits concurrently.
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devise v. to come up with an idea, plan, theory, etc., using your
intelligence or imagination

synonym : create, concoct, invent

(1) devise a plan, (2) devise a literary plot

They had to devise a system that did not depend on fossil
fuels.

neural adj. of or relating to a nerve or the nervous system that
includes the brain

synonym : sensory, neuronic, nervous

(1) neural stem cells, (2) neural networks in AI

There was a disturbance of neural function.

rewire v. to replace or repair the wiring of something, especially
an electrical system; to make significant changes in
one's thoughts or behavior patterns

synonym : rewire, renovate, upgrade

(1) rewire a house, (2) rewire a program

I need to rewire the faulty electrical system in my house to
prevent a fire.

implant v. to insert or fix an artificial device in a person's body; to
put an idea, attitude, etc., firmly in the mind

synonym : insert, fix, place

(1) implant genes in the animals, (2) implant into the uterus

The doctor will implant a pacemaker to regulate his heart
rate.

attempt n. an act or effort of trying to do something, especially
something difficult

synonym : endeavor, effort, try

(1) the attempt to rescue the hostages, (2) a reckless
attempt

The third attempt was far more successful.

surgery n. medical treatment of injuries or diseases involving an
incision with instruments and often removing or
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replacing some parts of the body; the branch of medical
science that treats disease or injury by operative
procedures

synonym : operation, (medical) procedure

(1) cardiac surgery, (2) the professor of surgery

He had undergone heart surgery years before.

telemetry n. the process of collecting and transmitting data from
remote or inaccessible sources using wireless or other
communication means, usually for monitoring or control
purposes

synonym : data transmission, remote measurement

(1) telemetry technology, (2) telemetry system

The satellite sends telemetry data back to Earth to help
scientists study the atmosphere.

device n. a piece of equipment, tool, or technology that serves a
particular purpose or function, often mechanical or
electronic

synonym : gadget, instrument, tool

(1) electronic device, (2) tracking device

I always carry a backup device in case my phone runs out of
battery.

rely v. to require a specific thing or the assistance and support
of someone or something to continue, run properly, or
succeed.

synonym : depend, count, lean

(1) rely on convenience stores, (2) rely entirely on him

Babies heavily rely on others for food.

pulse n. the regular heartbeat as it sends blood around the body,
especially when it is felt at the wrist or side of the neck;
a solid regular vibration of sound, electric current, light,
or other waves

synonym : beat, vibration, throb

(1) a weak pulse, (2) pulse waves
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The cardiac monitor displays the intensity of your pulse.

infrared adj. relating to or denoting electromagnetic radiation with a
wavelength just longer than that of red light but shorter
than that of microwave radiation, used for sensing heat
and for remote control

synonym : thermal, warm, radiant

(1) an infrared lamp, (2) infrared radiation

The infrared camera revealed a hidden image on the
surface.

discrete adj. separate and distinct; not continuous; individually
distinguishable

synonym : separate, distinct, individual

(1) discrete metric space, (2) discrete variable

The company divided the tasks into discrete segments to
increase efficiency.

internal adj. of or relating to the inside of something
synonym : interior, inner, domestic

(1) internal organs, (2) the internal economy

The prime minister canceled visits to other countries to
resolve internal disputes.

suit n. a set of clothes that are made from the same material; a
claim or complaint that a person or organization can file
in court against another party; (verb) to be fit or
acceptable for

synonym : clothes, lawsuit, (verb) fit

(1) suit and tie restaurant, (2) suit at law

Six suits are awaiting trial or verdict.

mood n. the way you feel at a particular time; an angry or
impatient state of mind

synonym : mindset, disposition, temper

(1) the mood in a room, (2) in an ugly mood

His gaffe spoiled the mood of the dinner party.
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brain n. the organ inside the head that is responsible for one's
movement, thought, memory, and feeling

synonym : intellect, mind, encephalon

(1) basic brain function, (2) permanent brain damage

X-rays revealed a small tumor in his brain.

discovery n. the act or process of finding information, a place, or an
object, or learning about something that was previously
not known

synonym : finding, uncovering, detection

(1) a scientific discovery, (2) the great discovery of the
century

Her research team made an important discovery.

mere adj. used to emphasize how insignificant or minor someone
or something is

synonym : bare, minor, sheer

(1) mere acquaintance, (2) mere incident

He lost the election by mere votes.

utter adj. complete, total, or absolute; said, done, or experienced
without any exceptions or qualifications; spoken aloud or
enunciated very clearly and distinctly; (verb) to speak or
articulate words, sounds, or a voice

synonym : absolute, complete, total

(1) utter nonsense, (2) utter a big sigh

The utter chaos of the concert crowd made it seem like a
wild animal was in the room.

magic n. beliefs and actions employed to influence supernatural
beings and forces; any art or performance that invokes
supernatural powers

synonym : fascination, illusion, wizardry

(1) a magic spell, (2) she is magic

He performed magic tricks with sophisticated moves.

Page 5 / 115



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Mark Pagel: How language transformed humanity | TED Talk" (221 words)

recognize v. to acknowledge or realize something or someone; to
identify, remember, or become aware of something that
was previously known or encountered

synonym : acknowledge, identify, admit

(1) recognize talent, (2) recognize achievement

It's important to recognize your strengths and weaknesses.

censorship n. the act or process of suppression or restriction of any
portions of books, films, news, etc. that are judged
obscene, politically unacceptable, or a threat to security

synonym : restriction, suppression

(1) clear censorship by the Education Ministry, (2) form of
censorship

Newspapers were subjected to censorship a few days later.

phrase n. a group of words that mean something specific when
used together

synonym : expression, idiom, term

(1) ready-made phrases, (2) noun phrase

We bought a Spanish phrase book.

tower n. a structure that is exceptionally high in proportion to its
width and either forms part of a building or stands alone

synonym : building, belfry, edifice

(1) a bell tower, (2) the tower on a cliff

She is a tower of strength for our team in trouble.

babel n. a loud noise, typically referring to the confusion of many
voices talking at once, derived from the biblical story of
the Tower of Babel, in which God caused confusion
among people by making them speak different
languages

synonym : confusion, chaos, disorder

(1) a babel of confusion, (2) babel of languages

The classroom was a babel of excitement as the students
prepared for their field trip.
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bible n. the sacred writings of the Christian religions, consisting
of the Old and New Testaments; a book regarded as
authoritative in its field

synonym : authoritative book, holy book, doctrine

(1) a passage from the Bible, (2) believe Bible prophecy

Students have loved this textbook for many years as a
biology bible.

fable n. a short story, often with animal characters, that teaches
a general truth or a moral lesson

synonym : fantasy, story, legend

(1) classic fable, (2) moralize a fable

In his speech, he quoted a passage from a well-known fable.

warn v. to make someone aware of potential danger or difficulty,
particularly one that may occur in the future

synonym : alert, caution, admonish

(1) warn a reckless driver, (2) warned me of the plan

I attempted to warn him, but he ignored me.

accord n. an official agreement or treaty between two
organizations, countries, etc.; (verb) allow to have

synonym : alliance, pact, agreement

(1) accord with public opinion, (2) binational accord

The organization finally signed a peace accord.

develop v. to grow or expand; to improve or refine through a
process of progress and refinement, often to achieve
greater sophistication or complexity; to elaborate or add
detail to something that is in the process of being
created

synonym : evolve, progress, advance

(1) develop a strategy, (2) develop a skill

We must develop a new system to streamline our workflow
and increase efficiency.
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conceit n. an excessively high opinion of oneself; self-importance
synonym : vanity, egotism, self-importance

(1) full of conceit, (2) puffed up with conceit

His vain conceit made it difficult for him to work well with
others.

heaven n. (of various religious and mythological traditions) a place
or state of existence considered to be the abode of the
divine, the afterlife, or a higher realm of being; a state of
great happiness, contentment, or beauty

synonym : paradise, nirvana, utopia

(1) ascend to heaven, (2) heaven on earth

He felt like heaven when he tasted the delicious chocolate
cake.

usurp v. to take or claim a position, power, authority, etc., without
the right or legitimate claim; to seize and hold
something, especially a position or power, by force

synonym : seize, preempt, annex

(1) usurp power, (2) attempt to usurp the throne

The competitor tried to usurp the reigning champion's title.

destroy v. to ruin or damage severely or completely; to eradicate or
eliminate completely

synonym : demolish, ruin, obliterate

(1) destroy the ecosystem, (2) destroyed evidence

The building was destroyed in the fire and had to be rebuilt.

rebuild v. to build again or anew
synonym : reconstruct, renovate, restore

(1) rebuild a company, (2) rebuild communities

They are planning to rebuild the house after the fire.

scatter v. to cause to separate and go in different directions
synonym : disperse, spread, bestrew

(1) scatter seeds, (2) scatter around the internet
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The hunter's approach scattered the geese.

confuse v. to mistake one thing for another; to make somebody
hard to understand

synonym : confound, obscure, disorient

(1) confuse the listener, (2) confuse fantasy with reality

Her remarks confused the debate.

irony n. the expression of one's meaning by using language that
usually signifies the opposite, typically for humorous or
rhetorical effect

synonym : sarcasm, cynicism, wit

(1) bitter irony, (2) irony humor

The irony of the situation is that he won the lottery on the day
he lost his job.

communicate v. to share or exchange information with others by
speaking, writing, moving your body, or using other
signals

synonym : convey, share, transmit

(1) communicate his anxieties to the psychiatrist, 
(2) communicate well with my advisor

Dolphins use sound to communicate with each other.

accost v. to approach and speak to someone aggressively or
insistently

synonym : approach, confront, speak to

(1) accost a stranger, (2) accost a suspect

The man accosted her on the street and asked for money.

jail n. a facility where criminals are kept to be punished for
their crimes; a prison

synonym : prison, slammer, penitentiary

(1) county jail, (2) be in jail

The police escorted the prisoner to the jail.
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puffy adj. swollen or distended, especially with air or gas;
synonym : swollen, distended, inflated

(1) puffy off-shore winds, (2) puffy eyes

His cheeks looked puffy after he overate junk food.

fuss n. a state of agitation or excitement; an angry disturbance
synonym : commotion, agitation, disturbance

(1) make a fuss, (2) get into a fuss

There was a fuss about the broken vase, but it was quickly
forgotten.

remarkable adj. worthy of attention because unusual or special
synonym : outstanding, exceptional, extraordinary

(1) remarkable achievement, (2) the remarkable breadth of
knowledge

The election was a remarkable success for the Whigs.

evolve v. to develop gradually, or to cause the development of
something or someone gradually

synonym : develop, mature, grow

(1) evolve, (2) evolve over the past decade

Eyeless fish evolved in dark caves.

chimpanzee n. a small, very intelligent ape found in west and central
Africa with black or brown fur

synonym : ape, chimp, pan troglodytes

(1) chimpanzee behavior, (2) chimpanzee society

Many zoos have chimpanzee exhibits, allowing visitors to
observe these intelligent primates up close.

intelligence n. the ability to learn, comprehend, or make judgments or
conclusions based on reasons

synonym : brains, brightness, cleverness

(1) an intelligence test, (2) field of artificial intelligence

In terms of intelligence, he was head and shoulders above
his classmates.
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intelligent adj. having the capacity for thought and reason, especially to
a high degree

synonym : brilliant, clever, competent

(1) an intelligent person, (2) intelligent assisting system

Intelligent robots that can cooperate with humans have
limited motor output for safety.

stick v. to put something, usually a sharp object, into something;
to restrict yourself to doing or using one certain thing
and not change; (noun) a thin piece of wood or other
material

synonym : pierce, adhere, stay

(1) stick a key in a lock, (2) fire stick

You stick a bill in the change machine, and the coins pop
out.

extract n. a short passage taken from a book, piece of music, etc.;
a substance obtained from something through a specific
process; (verb) to obtain from something or to remove
something by effort or force

synonym : excerpt, quote, distillation

(1) a brief extract from the book, (2) botanical extract

Anesthetize the gum before extracting the teeth.

termite n. a small, pale social insect that feeds on wood and can
cause significant damage to wooden structures and
furniture

synonym : woodworm, white ant, insect

(1) termite damage, (2) termite inspection

The house was infested with termites and required extensive
repairs.

shovel n. a tool with a handle and broad scoop or blade used for
digging or moving Earth, coal, snow, or other granular
materials

synonym : excavator, scoop, trowel

(1) snow shovel, (2) shovel blade
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The construction workers used a power shovel to dig the
foundation for the building.

crack v. to break or cause to break without dividing into separate
parts; (noun) a line on the surface of something along
which it has separated without breaking

synonym : snap, burst, break

(1) crack an eggshell, (2) a crack in a board

He that would eat the kernel must crack the nut.

psychology n. the scientific study of mind and behavior

(1) psychology experiment, (2) psychology of crowd

She had a master's degree in psychology.

anthropology n. the scientific study of humanity, concerned with human
behavior, human biology, cultures, societies, and
linguistics in both the present and past, including past
human species

(1) social anthropology, (2) anthropology of religion

The areas of anthropology and psychology are significantly
related to one another.

imitate v. to copy the speech, behavior, appearance, etc. of
someone or something

synonym : mimic, emulate, replicate

(1) imitate painting styles, (2) imitate animal sounds

He imitated the modus operandi of the famous phantom
thief.

improve v. to make or become better
synonym : enhance, ameliorate, enrich

(1) improve a process, (2) improve the test score

We want to improve ties between our two countries.

wisdom n. the quality of being wise, or the ability to use your
knowledge and experience to make sensible decisions

synonym : sagacity, discernment, insight
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(1) a fountain of wisdom, (2) wisdom literature

The community greatly respected and sought after the older
adult's wisdom.

arrogant adj. having or revealing an exaggerated sense of one's
importance or abilities

synonym : haughty, supercilious, disdainful

(1) an arrogant attitude, (2) grow arrogant

He was so arrogant that he thought he was always right.

hubris n. excessive pride, arrogance, or overconfidence, often
leading to someone's downfall or ruin

synonym : arrogance, conceit, pride

(1) political hubris, (2) hubris in business

The athlete's hubris resulted in him underestimating his
competition and losing the game.

ancestor n. a person from whom one is descended; a forefather
synonym : forebear, forefather, progenitor

(1) ancestor language, (2) earliest human ancestor

My remote ancestor immigrated to the United States from
Ireland in the 1800s.

homosexual adj. sexually attracted to people of one's own sex
synonym : gay, same-sex attracted

(1) homosexual rights, (2) homosexual marriage

The law was repealed to protect the rights of homosexual
citizens.

erect v. to construct or build something; to cause to rise;
(adjective) upright or vertical

synonym : build, set up, construct

(1) erect structure, (2) keep the flagpole erect

The workers were able to erect the tent in just a few minutes.
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upright adj. perpendicular to a horizontal surface or line; (adverb) in
a vertical position

synonym : vertical, perpendicular, plumb

(1) upright posture, (2) sit upright in a chair

The bookcase was upright against the wall.

ape n. a large animal with long arms, no tail, and usually a lot
of body hair, including gorillas, chimpanzees,
orangutans, and gibbons

synonym : monkey, primate, simian

(1) jungle ape, (2) play the ape

The scientist studied the behavior of apes in the wild.

savannah n. a mixed forest and grassland ecosystem where the trees
are far enough apart that the canopy doesn't close

synonym : grassland, plain

(1) savannah region, (2) tropical savannah

The birds live in tropical forests, savannahs, and arid
semi-desert environments.

splendid adj. very impressive or beautiful; magnificent
synonym : magnificent, grand, impressive

(1) a splendid meal, (2) have a splendid time

The splendid palace was built in the 18th century.

ax n. a tool with a metal blade that is usually attached to a
wooden handle and is used for chopping wood or other
materials

synonym : hatchet, chopper, tomahawk

(1) chop wood with an ax, (2) an ax in the toolbox

He used an ax to chop the firewood for the campfire.

fossil n. any preserved remains, impression, or trace of any
once-living thing that has become hard and turned into
rock

synonym : relic, remnant, antediluvian

(1) burning of fossil fuels, (2) a fossil leaf
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It was the fossil of a dinosaur tooth.

offspring n. descendant; any immature animal or plant
synonym : children, descendants, heirs

(1) female offspring, (2) produce offspring

How many offspring does the average lion have?

individual n. a single person or thing, as distinct from a group
synonym : person, being, self

(1) a private individual, (2) individual freedom

As an individual, he had the right to make his own decisions
and live his life as he saw fit.

genetic adj. of or relating to genes (= parts of the DNA in cells) or the
science of genes

synonym : hereditary, genetical, inborn

(1) have genetic testing, (2) a genetic disorder

Understanding protein folding is a vital step in deciphering the
genetic code.

relative adj. considered and evaluated through comparison with
something else

synonym : comparative, proximate, congeneric

(1) a remote relative, (2) relative factors

Most countries prohibit sexual activity between certain close
relatives.

complicated adj. involving a lot of different things or parts in a way that is
difficult to understand or analyze

synonym : complex, convoluted, intricate

(1) a complicated process, (2) become increasingly
complicated

He did complicated pen-and-ink drawings in just a few days.

contrary n. acting in opposition to what is expected or desired
synonym : opposing, contradictory, conflicting
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(1) the clear contrary, (2) contrary evidence

The two sides argued their points, but the judge ultimately
sided with the contrary viewpoint.

suspicious adj. making you feel that someone has done something
wrong, illegal, or dishonest without any evidence

synonym : fishy, questionable, doubtful

(1) report suspicious activity, (2) a person who is
suspicious

We carefully examine each suspicious transaction report we
receive.

taint v. to damage or spoil the quality or integrity of something,
particularly through association with a negative or
undesirable influence or element

synonym : corrupt, infect, spoil

(1) taint the government, (2) taint the atmosphere
worldwide

The scandal will taint his reputation for years to come.

rig v. to prepare or set up something in a certain way, typically
in a carefully planned or fraudulent manner; to equip
with sails or masts

synonym : set up, prepare, arrange

(1) rig an election, (2) rig a ship with new sails

He rigged the game so he could win the prize.

circus n. a traveling show or entertainment that often features
acrobats, clowns, animals, and other performers; a
chaotic, confusing, or tumultuous situation or
environment

synonym : fair, carnival, spectacle

(1) circus performer, (2) circus tent

The kids were excited to go to the circus and see the clowns
and animals perform.
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comparison n. the consideration or examination of the similarities
between two or more people or things

synonym : equivalence, analogy, contrast

(1) ease of comparison, (2) comparison of foods on a
caloric basis

I've included the two designs for a comparison.

accumulate v. to collect or acquire a large number of things over a long
period of time

synonym : amass, stash, earn

(1) accumulate cash value, (2) accumulate evidence

He has accumulated his wealth through real estate
investments.

progression n. the act or process of changing to the next stage or
phase or moving forward

synonym : advancement, development, evolution

(1) progression of civilization, (2) progression of disease

The company has made great strides in its progression
toward sustainability.

adaptation n. the action or process of changing to suit different
conditions

synonym : adaption, adjustment, transformation

(1) adaptation ability, (2) language adaptation

The company's adaptation approach has been highly
effective.

accumulation n. an amount of something obtained via natural growth or
addition

synonym : accretion, pileup, upsurge

(1) accumulation of wealth, (2) accumulation effect

Accumulation of fuel discounts is common practice among
many retailers.

responsible adj. answerable or accountable for something within one's
power, control, or management
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synonym : accountable, answerable, liable

(1) responsible action, (2) responsible for a customer
service

She's a responsible pet owner who ensures her dog gets
enough exercise and a healthy diet.

bustle v. to move or act energetically and noisily; (noun) a rapid
active commotion

synonym : hurry, rush, flurry

(1) bustle around a kitchen, (2) hustle- bustle lifestyle

The city bustled with activity as people rushed to work.

teem v. to be abuzz; to move in large numbers; to fall heavily
synonym : brim, swarm, overflow

(1) teem with activity, (2) teem down

The city teems with traffic on holiday.

proportion n. a part, share, or amount of something considered in
comparative relation to a whole

synonym : ratio, balance, consonance

(1) direct proportion, (2) a building of vast proportions

He is more concerned about the proportion of his body fat
than usual because of an upcoming bodybuilding
competition.

auditorium n. a room or building used for concerts, plays, or other
public performances

synonym : hall, theater, amphitheater

(1) open-air auditorium, (2) auditorium annex

The auditorium seating was filled with people waiting for the
concert to begin.

microphone n. a device that converts sound into an electrical signal
used for recording sounds or making the voice louder

synonym : mic, megaphone, amplifier

(1) microphone cable, (2) built-in microphone
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The interviewer asked him to speak into the microphone.

prosper v. to be successful or thriving, especially financially; to
grow and develop well; to flourish

synonym : thrive, flourish, succeed

(1) prosper in the long run, (2) prosper as a trading hub

With careful planning and hard work, she was able to
prosper in her new business venture.

acquire v. to buy or obtain something such as an asset, object,
knowledge, etc., for oneself

synonym : attain, earn, catch

(1) acquire knowledge, (2) acquire a new company

Children acquire language at a fantastic rate.

acquisition n. the act of getting something, usually through purchase,
negotiation, or effort

synonym : purchase, possession, obtaining

(1) merger and acquisition, (2) acquisition process

The company's latest acquisition of a rival firm has
dramatically expanded its market share.

evolutionary adj. relating to or denoting how living things develop or
change from earlier forms

synonym : developmental, mutative, transformative

(1) ecology and evolutionary biology, (2) the evolutionary
process

Evolutionary algorithms can find ways to optimize that
humans do not anticipate.

dilemma n. a situation in which a difficult choice has to be made
between two or more options, especially that are equally
unfavorable ones

synonym : difficulty, plight, predicament

(1) chicken-and-egg dilemma, (2) be in a dilemma

The choice between bureaucracy and adhocracy represents
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a common dilemma.

resolution n. a firm decision or determination to do or not do
something; the action of solving a problem, dispute, or
conflict; the quality of being resolved or determined; the
clarity and sharpness of an image or display

synonym : determination, decision, settlement

(1) resolution of a conflict, (2) display resolution

He made a New Year's resolution to exercise more and eat
healthier.

determinant n. a factor, circumstance, or condition that contributes to
the shaping, influencing, or determining of a particular
outcome or result

synonym : cause, factor, element

(1) environmental determinant, (2) a determinant of crop
yields

One determinant of success is having a positive attitude and
a strong work ethic.

visual adj. relating to seeing or sight
synonym : optical, graphical, visible

(1) visual navigation, (2) field of visual arts

The building makes a remarkable visual impact.

theft n. the act of taking anything from someone or somewhere
unlawfully; stealing

synonym : stealing, heist, robbery

(1) victim of identity theft, (2) theft of designs

Poverty is not a reproach; however, theft is.

lure v. to tempt or persuade someone to do something
synonym : tempt, entice, attract

(1) lure prey, (2) lure foreign investment

The salesperson used a special offer to lure customers into
buying the product.
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flake n. a small, thin piece or layer of something, often with a flat
or irregular shape; a person who is unreliable or
inconsistent

synonym : chip, bit, shred

(1) flakes of snow, (2) flake graphite

She found a paint flake on the wall and realized it was time to
repaint the room.

mushroom n. a type of fungus that grows on dead or decaying organic
matter and typically has a stalk and an umbrella-shaped
cap

synonym : fungus, toadstool

(1) mushroom spores, (2) mushroom cultivation

The mushroom risotto was delicious, but I couldn't identify all
the mushrooms in it.

patch n. a small piece of material or fabric used to repair or
reinforce a tear, hole, or damaged area; a small plot of
land used for cultivation or a specific purpose

synonym : mend, repair, fix

(1) patch of grass, (2) software patch

I need to sew a patch onto my jeans that ripped.

behoove v. to be necessary, proper, or advantageous for someone
to do something; to be fitting or appropriate in a
particular situation

synonym : be necessary, befit, suit

(1) it behooves the politician to act ethically, (2) behooves
employees to abide by the policies

It would behoove you to double-check your work before
submitting it.

confront v. to face, meet or deal with a problem or difficult situation
or person

synonym : engage, encounter, contend

(1) confront a global warming, (2) confront the issue

He finally decided to confront problems directly.
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crisis n. a time of great disagreement, confusion, or danger when
problems must be resolved or critical decisions must be
taken

synonym : concern, problem, emergency

(1) financial crisis, (2) crisis management

The Chinese word for crisis comprises two characters, one
for danger and the other for opportunity.

conflict n. a strong disagreement, argument, or a violent clash
between two opposing groups or individuals

synonym : clash, discord, competition

(1) the conflict between good and evil, (2) the longstanding
conflict

He and I often had conflicts, not only in personality but also
in ideology.

retreat n. the act of moving back or withdrawing from a position or
situation; a period of rest or relaxation away from work
or everyday life

synonym : escape, withdrawal, vacation

(1) retreat deeper into their territory, (2) retreat in a
mountain region

Many people go on a retreat to recharge and reconnect with
themselves.

innovation n. the creation of a new device or process resulting from
study and experimentation

synonym : invention, initiation, creation

(1) innovation leader, (2) cutting-edge innovation

The vegetarian burger was an innovation that quickly spread
to the United Kingdom.

prone adj. inclined or likely to do something or to show a particular
characteristic, especially something bad; lying face
downward

synonym : inclined, susceptible, liable

(1) accident- prone, (2) prone to diarrhea
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He was prone to making rash decisions.

accident n. an unfortunate event, especially one causing damage or
injury

synonym : calamity, casualty, chance

(1) cause an accident, (2) injury in a car accident

The accident partially destroyed my vehicle.

cooperate v. to work together with one or more people or
organizations to achieve a goal

synonym : collaborate, team up, work together

(1) cooperate with one another, (2) cooperate closely in
various ways

The team had to cooperate to complete the project on time.

vast adj. enormous in size, number, amount, or quantity
synonym : expansive, extended, boundless

(1) vast majority, (2) vast desert

A vast audience viewed the broadcast.

enhance v. to increase or improve the quality, amount, or strength of
someone or something

synonym : improve, enrich, refine

(1) enhance value, (2) enhance the flavor of the vanilla

The new strategy will enhance the profitability of our
company.

cooperation n. the act or situation of working together with someone
towards a shared purpose, benefit, etc.

synonym : collaboration, affiliation, alliance

(1) cooperation with strategic partners, (2) thoroughgoing
cooperation

The cooperation between businesses and universities
created this groundbreaking product.
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striking adj. attractive and distinctive enough to draw notice;
exceedingly appealing, frequently in an odd manner

synonym : arresting, astonishing, exceptional

(1) striking innovation, (2) striking evidence

The two plays have many striking parallels.

coordinate v. to bring the different parts of the activity and the people
into an organized, ordered, or efficient relationship;
(adjective) of equal importance, rank, or degree

synonym : organize, harmonize, ordinate

(1) coordinate a special project, (2) a coordinate clause

We want to coordinate a schedule for the investigation.

sphere n. a round object or geometric shape that is
three-dimensional and symmetrical around a central
point; a particular aspect or scope of life or activity

synonym : ball, globe, scope

(1) sphere of influence, (2) business sphere

The sphere of the earth is divided into several layers
including the crust, mantle, and core.

exploit v. to make full use of and gain an advantage from
resources, opportunities, etc.

synonym : use, abuse, control

(1) exploit a security hole, (2) exploit a valuable
opportunity

We exploit our mining resources to strengthen our national
power.

utterly adv. completely or absolutely
synonym : absolutely, completely, perfectly

(1) utterly changed, (2) utterly ignorant

We are utterly opposed to any form of terrorism.

grant v. to agree to give or allow somebody
synonym : allocate, authorize, give

(1) grant a new license, (2) grant a land
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The chairperson granted him the right to speak.

exchange v. to give something and receive something else in return,
often with the implication that the items being traded are
of equal or comparable value; (noun) the act of giving or
taking something in return for something else; a place or
system where goods or services can be bought, sold, or
traded

synonym : trade, swap, interchange

(1) exchange rate, (2) exchange a few friendly words

My sister and I frequently exchange books, as we love
reading.

engage v. to attract and keep someone's attention and interest; to
participate in or obtain services of something

synonym : confront, employ, amuse

(1) engage in environmental protection activities, 
(2) engage a new employee

Many multinational companies are engaged in the
reconstruction of that country.

scenario n. a description of possible actions or events in the future;
a written outline of a play, film, or literary work

synonym : plan, scheme, procedure

(1) the worst case scenario, (2) number of different
scenarios

The president prepared several possible scenarios for an
enemy attack.

evolution n. a gradual process of transformation of living things
synonym : elaboration, expansion, transition

(1) human evolution, (2) evolution theory

They study the evolution of the universe.

arrow n. a thin, pointed projectile designed to be shot from a bow;
a symbol or pointer that is shaped like an arrow

synonym : shaft, dart, projectile
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(1) arrow pointing, (2) arrow diagram

The archer aimed his arrow carefully at the target.

hopeless adj. having no hope; despairing; having no chance of
success

synonym : despairing, helpless, futile

(1) hopeless situation, (2) hopeless at everything

After months of job searching, he felt hopeless and unsure of
his future.

shaft n. a long, narrow part or section of an arrow, hammer, golf
club, etc.; a long, narrow passage consisting of the
vertical part of a column

synonym : beam, pole, gleam

(1) the shaft of an arrow, (2) front drive shaft

The rescue team rushed into the mine shaft.

flee v. to leave by running away, especially out of fear or
danger

synonym : exit, escape, run away

(1) flee their homes, (2) flee abroad

It is a basic instinct to flee from a dangerous situation.

attach v. to fasten, join, or connect one thing to another
synonym : fix, fasten, bind

(1) attach firmly, (2) attach a file to an e-mail

He does not attach importance to these rumors.

pretension n. the act of claiming or asserting something, especially
without good reason or without evidence; an unfounded
or excessive claim or ambition

synonym : presumption, pretense, affectation

(1) pretension to authority, (2) baseless pretension

His pretensions of being a gourmet were quickly exposed
when he could not identify basic herbs and spices.
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pile n. a collection of objects positioned one on top of another;
a large sum of something, such as money

synonym : accumulation, heap, stack

(1) a sand pile, (2) the height of a pile

After the party, they had to clean up piles of dirty dishes.

pursue v. to do something or attempt to attain something over
time; to follow or seek someone or something, especially
in trying to catch them

synonym : seek, hunt, chase

(1) pursue a goal, (2) pursue freedoms

She intends to pursue a political career.

gesticulate v. to make gestures, especially with one's hands or arms,
while speaking or expressing oneself; to convey
emotions or thoughts using dramatic or vigorous
gestures

synonym : signal, indicate, gesture

(1) gesticulate to communicate with friends, (2) gesticulate
with his hands

The speaker gesticulated wildly as they spoke, emphasizing
their words.

scuffle n. a short, confused fight or struggle, usually involving a
small number of people; a disorderly or noisy quarrel or
altercation

synonym : brawl, conflict, skirmish

(1) verbal scuffle, (2) gang scuffle

After a heated argument during the football match, a scuffle
broke out between two fans.

ensue v. to happen or follow as a result or consequence of
something

synonym : follow, occur, result

(1) ensue within a few years, (2) predict what will ensue

A power outage ensued after the storm knocked out the
electricity.
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stab v. to cause harm with a sharp, pointed object, such as a
knife

synonym : poke, thrust, jab

(1) stab at the enemy with a knife, (2) stab in the chest

He was stabbed many times with scissors.

replay v. play something, such as a recording, a piece of music,
or a game again

synonym : repeat, play again, go over again

(1) replay the game, (2) replay in my mind

He pushed the button and replayed the video again.

split v. to divide, or to make something divide into two or more
parts, especially along a particular line

synonym : break, divide, break apart

(1) split a bill, (2) split a reward equally

Companies often split their shares to lower the stock price
and encourage investors to buy.

fin n. a thin flat part on the body of a fish or other aquatic
animal used for propulsion or balance

synonym : flipper, appendage, stabilizer

(1) back fin, (2) a fin of a plane

The shark's powerful fins allowed it to swim at high speeds.

prosperity n. the state of being successful and having the good
fortune

synonym : affluence, accomplishment, capital

(1) economic prosperity, (2) prosperity of humankind

This war shattered dreams of peace and prosperity.

languish v. (of a person, animal, or plant) to lose vigor, health, or
flesh; to be forced to exist in an unpleasant or unwanted
situation or place, often for a long time

synonym : flag, wane, wither

(1) languish for lack of funding, (2) languish under illness

He continues to languish in prison.
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shuttle n. a vehicle or boat that regularly moves between two
places; bobbin that passes the weft thread between the
warp threads

synonym : ferry, transport, convey

(1) space shuttle, (2) shuttle service

The shuttle bus will take you to the airport in 15 minutes.

cathedral n. the main Christian church of a bishop's diocese, which is
often the largest and most important church in the area

synonym : church, basilica, temple

(1) cathedral school, (2) cathedral choir

The cathedral's stained glass windows depicted scenes from
the Bible.

creative adj. relating to or involving the use of skill and original and
unusual ideas to create something

synonym : imaginative, innovative, inventive

(1) creative writing, (2) barren of creative spirit

All the supervisor has to do is assign tasks that make his
subordinates more creative.

archaeology n. the branch of anthropology that studies prehistoric
people and their cultures

(1) the institute of archaeology, (2) prehistoric archaeology

She teaches archaeology at the local university.

immediate adj. happening or done without delay or occurring shortly
after something else

synonym : prompt, quick, instantaneous

(1) take immediate effect, (2) the immediate past

Both forts were subject to immediate attacks.

confine v. to restrict the movement of someone or something
synonym : restrict, limit, contain

(1) confine themselves solely, (2) confine the scope of use

The animal was confined in a small cage.
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occupy v. to consume all of someone's space, attention, or time
synonym : inhabit, settle, populate

(1) occupy his time, (2) occupy a position

The young prince will soon occupy the throne.

adapt v. to make fit for or change to suit a new purpose or
environment

synonym : adjust, acclimate, accustom

(1) adapt fully to the environment, (2) adapt as needed

I advised him to adapt to his new surroundings.

transform v. to change in outward structure or looks;
synonym : alter, convert, change

(1) transform an education system, (2) transform heat into
power

My father's death transformed my life completely.

environment n. the natural world such as air, water, and land in which
humans, animals, and plants live

synonym : atmosphere, surroundings, climate

(1) environment affairs, (2) chaotic environment

Every human is responsible for taking care of the Earth's
environment.

convert v. to have a talk with someone; (adjective) reversed in
order, relation, or action

synonym : alter, remake, transform

(1) convert fat into energy, (2) convert base 10 to base 16

I want to convert my sadness into strength.

peculiar adj. odd and uncommon, sometimes in an unpleasant way
synonym : bizarre, abnormal, odd

(1) peculiar way, (2) peculiar people

The juice has a peculiar taste.
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bizarre adj. very strange or unusual
synonym : abnormal, freaky, outlandish

(1) the story is bizarre, (2) bizarre behavior

The truth was more bizarre than expected.

diverge v. to move or extend in different directions from a common
point; to branch off or deviate from a path or course

synonym : separate, split, part

(1) diverge from tradition, (2) diverge from the main topic

As tectonic plates diverge, new oceanic crust is formed
along mid-ocean ridges.

naturally adv. as might be expected; by natural manners
synonym : by nature, inherently, intrinsically

(1) naturally arising, (2) naturally regenerated forest

He was naturally gifted.

puzzle n. a situation that is difficult to follow or solve; a game,
problem, or toy that tests a person's ingenuity or
knowledge; (verb) to cause someone to feel confused
because of something difficult to understand

synonym : plight, maze, (verb) perplex

(1) crossword puzzle, (2) mathematical puzzle

This jigsaw puzzle is challenging because there are no
pictures.

density n. the quality of compactness of a substance
synonym : tightness, viscosity

(1) population density, (2) higher pixel density

Do you know the density of the population in Hong Kong?

tight adj. fixed, fastened, or kept together firmly or closely
synonym : closed, secured, cramped

(1) a tight game, (2) student on a tight budget

The national election was held amid tight security.
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guinea n. a former British gold coin worth 21 shillings or a unit of
currency used in some West African countries; (Guinea)
a republic in western Africa on the Atlantic

synonym : coin, money, currency

(1) guinea coins, (2) guinea pig

The cost of the antique vase is three guineas.

distinct adj. noticeable from something else of a similar type
synonym : different, special, characteristic

(1) distinct difference, (2) distinct from each other

It is essential to keep these two issues distinct.

encounter v. to face something, particularly something unpleasant or
difficult, while attempting to do something else; to meet,
especially unexpectedly

synonym : meet, run into, come across

(1) encounter a crisis, (2) encounter a storm

I'm prepared to encounter challenges throughout this
adventure.

incredible adj. unbelievable; enormous
synonym : unbelievable, fantastical, inconceivable

(1) incredible amount, (2) at incredible speed

Her response revealed incredible idiocy.

oceanic adj. relating to or characteristic of the ocean or its
inhabitants; having to do with the vast expanse of
saltwater that covers most of the Earth's surface

synonym : marine, pelagic, sea

(1) oceanic climate, (2) oceanic exploration

The oceanic waves crashed against the shore, creating a
mesmerizing sight.

cooperative adj. involving doing something jointly or working with others
to achieve a common goal

synonym : harmonious, collegial, helpful

(1) cooperative savings, (2) fishing cooperative

Page 32 / 115



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Mark Pagel: How language transformed humanity | TED Talk" (221 words)

We appreciate your cooperative efforts.

identity n. the fact of being who or what somebody or something is;
the features, emotions, or ideas that distinguish persons
from one another

synonym : character, personality, individuality

(1) mistaken identity, (2) identity as an individual

The terrorist's identity remains unknown.

eavesdrop v. to listen to someone else's conversation without their
knowledge or permission

synonym : listen in, spy, overhear

(1) eavesdrop conversation, (2) eavesdrop on a secret plot

I accidentally eavesdropped on a confidential meeting last
week.

associate v. to mentally connect someone or something with
someone or something else

synonym : tie in, link, consociate

(1) associate alcohol with gambling, (2) associate with
people widely

The majority of consumers associate this brand with quality.

distasteful adj. unpleasant or offensive to the sense of taste
synonym : unpleasant, unsatisfying, disagreeable

(1) distasteful to her, (2) distasteful remark

The food served at the dinner party could have been more
appealing and distasteful.

dally v. to waste time or linger aimlessly or idly; to engage in
playful or flirtatious behavior without serious intent; to
delay or procrastinate on something that requires
attention or action

synonym : linger, procrastinate, flirt

(1) dally with the idea, (2) dally in procrastination

If you dally in the decision for too long, the opportunity might
pass you by.
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isolation n. the condition of being alone or lonely; the act or state of
separation between persons or groups

synonym : aloneness, seclusion, separateness

(1) isolation booth, (2) the country's isolation

That incident led to his isolation.

modern adj. of or belonging to the present time or recent times
synonym : contemporary, stylish, current

(1) modern poetry, (2) pre- modern agricultural society

Their headquarters are in a modern skyscraper.

plot n. a secret plan or scheme to achieve a specific goal; the
plan or main story of a literary work; (verb) to plan
secretly, usually something illegal

synonym : scheme, plan, design

(1) plot twist, (2) plot a revolution

The plot of the novel centers around a group of friends who
uncover a conspiracy to control the world's water supply.

latitude n. the distance of a place north or south of the earth's
equator, measured in degrees; freedom from normal
restraints in conduct

synonym : breadth, range, freedom

(1) high latitudes, (2) latitude of choice

The city is located at a latitude of 40 degrees north.

longitude n. the angular distance between a point on any meridian
and the prime meridian at Greenwich

(1) a line of longitude, (2) astronomic longitude

Our country's eastern border is around longitude forty
degrees east.

burden n. a duty, responsibility, etc. that is oppressive or
worrisome; a load, typically a heavy one that is difficult
to carry

synonym : obligation, duty, load

(1) carry a burden, (2) burden of disease
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That car has a low environmental burden.

impose v. to officially force a new law, tax, duty, etc. to be obeyed
or received

synonym : charge, levy, foist

(1) impose harsher sanctions, (2) impose tariffs

The problem with achievement tests is the narrowness they
impose on students.

barrier n. a fence or other obstruction that makes it hard to move
or get in; any condition that makes it difficult to make
progress or to achieve an objective

synonym : border, barricade, fence

(1) cost barrier, (2) information barrier

The police placed a barrier across the street to halt traffic.

transfer v. to move, pass, or change from one person, place, or
situation to another

synonym : move, relocate, shift

(1) transfer a file, (2) transfer power

She transferred the money from her savings account to her
checking account.

nowhere adv. not in, at, or to any place; not anywhere

(1) nowhere else to go, (2) come out of nowhere

I've been thinking all day and getting nowhere.

union n. a group of employees who have banded together to
advocate for their rights and better their working
conditions; the act or the state of joining together or
being joined together

synonym : alliance, coalition, confederation

(1) bank and credit unions, (2) a craft union

The trade union remained adamant about its demands.

euro n. the official currency of most European Union countries

(1) the value of the Euro, (2) Euro crises
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Some countries may leave the Euro.

translate v. to convert or change words into another language
synonym : convert, transcribe, render

(1) translate a document into English, (2) translate the
emotion to a movement

Translate the text from Italian into English.

absurd adj. ridiculously silly, unreasonable, or illogical
synonym : ridiculous, foolish, idiotic

(1) absurd storyline, (2) an absurd amount of money

We immediately rejected his absurd suggestion.

mathematics n. the science dealing with the logic of quantities, shapes,
spaces, and arrangement

synonym : arithmetic, calculation, calculus

(1) a good grounding in mathematics, (2) mathematics
competition

He has a flair for mathematics.

translator n. a person whose job is restating written messages from
one language to another

synonym : interpreter

(1) electronic translator, (2) professional translator

The author discovered that the translator had inserted
several unique interpretations into his book.

anticipate v. to expect or predict that something will happen; to tell in
advance

synonym : forecast, predict, expect

(1) anticipate your kind cooperation, (2) anticipate a black
future

We anticipate heavy snowfall tomorrow.

pair-wise adj. relating to or involving two items, individuals, or
elements, considered together or in relation to each
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other; often used in statistics or mathematical contexts
to describe comparisons or relationships between pairs
of variables

synonym : two-by-two, twofold

(1) pair-wise case deletion, (2) pair-wise interaction

In statistics, a pair-wise comparison involves analyzing the
relationship between every two pairs of variables in a dataset.

possibility n. a chance that something may happen or be true
synonym : chance, prospect, likelihood

(1) possibility for growth, (2) possibility of a major
earthquake

The possibility of getting the disease will drastically
increase.

employ v. to give somebody a job and pay them for it; to make use
of

synonym : hire, engage, use

(1) employ job seekers, (2) employ a new method

When making arrests, police officers frequently employ
excessive force.

permanent adj. lasting for a long time without essential change
synonym : lasting, ceaseless, endless

(1) literature of permanent value, (2) permanent life
insurance

She is searching for a permanent residence.

conduit n. a channel, pipe, or tube that is used to direct the flow of
fluids or other material from one place to another;
figuratively, a means of communication or channel for
transmitting information, ideas, or concepts

synonym : channel, pipeline, tube

(1) water conduit, (2) electrical conduit

The conduit between the two buildings carried water and
electricity.
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promote v. to encourage or persuade people to like, buy, use, do, or
support something; to raise someone to a higher
position or rank

synonym : boost, raise, advertise

(1) promote a better relationship, (2) promote bad behavior

The government should do more to promote sustainable
agribusiness.

afford v. to have enough money or time to be able to buy or do
something

(1) afford to buy a new car, (2) afford a high travel cost

He cannot afford a holiday.

circumstance n. the specific conditions or events that surround a
particular situation or occurrence

synonym : condition, context, environment

(1) circumstance of birth, (2) circumstance of injury

She explained the circumstances surrounding the accident.

functional adj. designed for or capable of a particular activity, purpose,
or task; practical or ready for use or service

synonym : applicable, practical, usable

(1) field of functional medicine, (2) functional deafness

The mobile phone was still functional even after being
dropped.

equivalent n. having the same value, quality, meaning, purpose, etc.
synonym : equal, counterpart, match

(1) equivalent amounts, (2) equivalent in meaning

The European Central Bank is Europe's equivalent of the
Federal Reserve.

coexist v. to live or exist together at the same time in the same
place

synonym : cohabit, accompany, synchronize

(1) coexist with nature, (2) coexist with diversity
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The different species can coexist in the same ecosystem by
filling different niches and using different resources.

extinct adj. no longer in existence
synonym : dead, obsolete, abolished

(1) extinct by human activity, (2) long- extinct volcano

Many species have become extinct due to habitat
destruction and other human activities.

inexorable adj. describing a process or situation that is impossible to
stop, prevent, or change; relentless, unyielding, or
unstoppable in force or effect

synonym : relentless, implacable, unyielding

(1) inexorable decline, (2) inexorable force

His inexorable determination to succeed made him a force to
be reckoned with.

march v. to walk militarily with stiff, regular steps
synonym : parade

(1) march against the war, (2) march east

The troops marched shoulder-to-shoulder.

weigh v. to have a particular weight; to carefully evaluate things
before making a conclusion

synonym : consider, cogitate, count

(1) weigh heavily on stock prices, (2) weigh a cargo

The baby weighs 1 pound 3 oz.

metric adj. using or relating to the meter as a unit of length; a
system of related measures that facilitates the
quantification of some particular characteristic

synonym : metrical, measured

(1) metric units, (2) key performance metrics

In the metric system, measurements are made in meters and
liters.
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universal adj. existing or affecting everywhere or everyone
synonym : common, broad, worldwide

(1) universal life, (2) principles of universal design

The picture earned near- universal acclaim from critics.

imprint v. to make a mark or impression on a surface; to leave a
lasting impression or influence on someone or
something; (noun) a mark or impression made by
pressing or stamping something onto a surface; a
distinctive feature or characteristic that is left by
something or someone

synonym : impress, stamp, engrave

(1) DNA imprint, (2) imprint a memory

He wanted to imprint his brand logo on the product.

blackboard n. a large board made of a smooth, usually dark-colored
slate attached to a wall used by teachers in schools for
writing on with chalk

synonym : chalkboard, slate

(1) chalk on a blackboard, (2) electronic blackboard

The teacher asked me to rub out the blackboard.

maintain v. to continue to uphold or sustain; to keep in a particular
state or condition; to assert or declare something to be
true

synonym : preserve, uphold, sustain

(1) maintain order, (2) maintain good health

I need to maintain my car regularly to prevent any major
mechanical issues.

inevitable adj. certain to happen and unavoidable
synonym : inescapable, unavoidable, sure

(1) inevitable changes of the seasons, (2) inevitable result

In times of recession, an increase in unemployment is
inevitable.
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destiny n. the events that will inevitably happen to a particular
person or thing in the future

synonym : fate, future, outcome

(1) foreordained destiny, (2) destiny of the individual

It is said that our destiny is written in the stars.

matte adj. having a surface without a shine, luster; non-glossy
synonym : dull, flat, lusterless

(1) matte coating, (2) photo with a matte finish

The body of his car has a matte finish.

defeat v. to win against somebody in a fight, war, or attempt
synonym : conquer, beat, overpower

(1) defeat a global power, (2) defeat body odor

Despite his best efforts, he was unable to defeat the enemy.

imply v. to indicate the truth or existence of something without
referring to it

synonym : hint, indicate, denote

(1) imply a strong correlation, (2) imply the presence of
alien

The salespeople speak in technical terms to imply that they
are more knowledgeable than the customer.

motor n. a device that converts electricity, fuel, etc. into
movement and makes a machine, vehicle, etc. work

synonym : actuator, engine, machine

(1) a motor mechanic, (2) DC motor control

Energy-efficient motors are needed to maximize the cruising
distance of electric vehicles.

analogy n. a comparison between similar things that have similar
aspects, often used to help explain a principle or
concept

synonym : metaphor, comparison, parallel

(1) draw analogy, (2) historical analogy
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Some kinds of machine learning models show an analogy to
how people learn.

engine n. a machine that converts thermal energy to mechanical
work; something that has an important role used to
achieve a purpose

synonym : motor, locomotive, driver

(1) a steam engine, (2) an air-cooled engine

The policies he announces can be the engine of economic
growth in the country.

outcome n. the result or effect of an action, event, etc.
synonym : result, consequence, effect

(1) improved student outcomes, (2) a desirable outcome

They awaited news of the outcome of the election.

necessarily adv. in an essential manner; in such a way as could not be
otherwise

synonym : inevitable, certainly, automatically

(1) not necessarily a problem, (2) necessarily true

This accident was something that happened necessarily.
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Session 2: Spelling

1. di____te variable adj. separate and distinct; not continuous;
individually distinguishable

2. re_____ze talent v. to acknowledge or realize something or
someone; to identify, remember, or
become aware of something that was
previously known or encountered

3. env______nt affairs n. the natural world such as air, water, and
land in which humans, animals, and
plants live

4. space sh____e n. a vehicle or boat that regularly moves
between two places; bobbin that passes
the weft thread between the warp
threads

5. tracking de___e n. a piece of equipment, tool, or
technology that serves a particular
purpose or function, often mechanical
or electronic

6. a sand p__e n. a collection of objects positioned one on
top of another; a large sum of
something, such as money

7. accident-pr__e adj. inclined or likely to do something or to
show a particular characteristic,
especially something bad; lying face
downward

8. r_g a ship with new sails v. to prepare or set up something in a
certain way, typically in a carefully
planned or fraudulent manner; to equip
with sails or masts

ANSWERS: 1. discrete, 2. recognize, 3. environment, 4. shuttle, 5. device, 6. pile, 7.
prone, 8. rig
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9. pe____ar people adj. odd and uncommon, sometimes in an
unpleasant way

10. botanical ex____t n. a short passage taken from a book,
piece of music, etc.; a substance
obtained from something through a
specific process; (verb) to obtain from
something or to remove something by
effort or force

11. tr_____rm heat into power v. to change in outward structure or looks;

12. tropical sa____ah n. a mixed forest and grassland
ecosystem where the trees are far
enough apart that the canopy doesn't
close

13. en___e in environmental protection

activities

v. to attract and keep someone's attention
and interest; to participate in or obtain
services of something

14. chi_____ee society n. a small, very intelligent ape found in
west and central Africa with black or
brown fur

15. ci___s tent n. a traveling show or entertainment that
often features acrobats, clowns,
animals, and other performers; a
chaotic, confusing, or tumultuous
situation or environment

16. direct pro_____on n. a part, share, or amount of something
considered in comparative relation to a
whole

17. he___n on earth n. (of various religious and mythological
traditions) a place or state of existence
considered to be the abode of the
divine, the afterlife, or a higher realm of
being; a state of great happiness,
contentment, or beauty

ANSWERS: 9. peculiar, 10. extract, 11. transform, 12. savannah, 13. engage, 14.
chimpanzee, 15. circus, 16. proportion, 17. heaven
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18. have a sp____id time adj. very impressive or beautiful;
magnificent

19. electrical co____t n. a channel, pipe, or tube that is used to
direct the flow of fluids or other material
from one place to another; figuratively,
a means of communication or channel
for transmitting information, ideas, or
concepts

20. language ada_____on n. the action or process of changing to suit
different conditions

21. pa__h of grass n. a small piece of material or fabric used
to repair or reinforce a tear, hole, or
damaged area; a small plot of land used
for cultivation or a specific purpose

22. built-in mic_____ne n. a device that converts sound into an
electrical signal used for recording
sounds or making the voice louder

23. up____t posture adj. perpendicular to a horizontal surface or
line; (adverb) in a vertical position

24. dis______ul remark adj. unpleasant or offensive to the sense of
taste

25. ascend to he___n n. (of various religious and mythological
traditions) a place or state of existence
considered to be the abode of the
divine, the afterlife, or a higher realm of
being; a state of great happiness,
contentment, or beauty

26. merger and acq______on n. the act of getting something, usually
through purchase, negotiation, or effort

ANSWERS: 18. splendid, 19. conduit, 20. adaptation, 21. patch, 22. microphone, 23.
upright, 24. distasteful, 25. heaven, 26. acquisition
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27. chi_____ee behavior n. a small, very intelligent ape found in
west and central Africa with black or
brown fur

28. oc___y his time v. to consume all of someone's space,
attention, or time

29. a ti__t game adj. fixed, fastened, or kept together firmly
or closely

30. noun ph___e n. a group of words that mean something
specific when used together

31. pro_____ty of humankind n. the state of being successful and having
the good fortune

32. she is ma__c n. beliefs and actions employed to
influence supernatural beings and
forces; any art or performance that
invokes supernatural powers

33. re____t deeper into their territory n. the act of moving back or withdrawing
from a position or situation; a period of
rest or relaxation away from work or
everyday life

34. the evo______ary process adj. relating to or denoting how living things
develop or change from earlier forms

35. na_____ly arising adv. as might be expected; by natural
manners

36. co____nt a global warming v. to face, meet or deal with a problem or
difficult situation or person

37. back f_n n. a thin flat part on the body of a fish or
other aquatic animal used for propulsion
or balance

38. mathematical pu___e n. a situation that is difficult to follow or
solve; a game, problem, or toy that tests
a person's ingenuity or knowledge;
(verb) to cause someone to feel
confused because of something difficult
to understand

ANSWERS: 27. chimpanzee, 28. occupy, 29. tight, 30. phrase, 31. prosperity, 32.
magic, 33. retreat, 34. evolutionary, 35. naturally, 36. confront, 37. fin, 38. puzzle
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39. front drive sh__t n. a long, narrow part or section of an
arrow, hammer, golf club, etc.; a long,
narrow passage consisting of the
vertical part of a column

40. the sh__t of an arrow n. a long, narrow part or section of an
arrow, hammer, golf club, etc.; a long,
narrow passage consisting of the
vertical part of a column

41. the professor of su____y n. medical treatment of injuries or
diseases involving an incision with
instruments and often removing or
replacing some parts of the body; the
branch of medical science that treats
disease or injury by operative
procedures

42. re____d a company v. to build again or anew

43. moralize a fa__e n. a short story, often with animal
characters, that teaches a general truth
or a moral lesson

44. at___h firmly v. to fasten, join, or connect one thing to
another

45. ada_____on ability n. the action or process of changing to suit
different conditions

46. a desirable ou____e n. the result or effect of an action, event,
etc.

47. co____t with diversity v. to live or exist together at the same time
in the same place

48. de____y of the individual n. the events that will inevitably happen to
a particular person or thing in the future

ANSWERS: 39. shaft, 40. shaft, 41. surgery, 42. rebuild, 43. fable, 44. attach, 45.
adaptation, 46. outcome, 47. coexist, 48. destiny
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49. gr__t a land v. to agree to give or allow somebody

50. a sp____id meal adj. very impressive or beautiful;
magnificent

51. ar__w diagram n. a thin, pointed projectile designed to be
shot from a bow; a symbol or pointer
that is shaped like an arrow

52. re___e a house v. to replace or repair the wiring of
something, especially an electrical
system; to make significant changes in
one's thoughts or behavior patterns

53. ine_____le force adj. describing a process or situation that is
impossible to stop, prevent, or change;
relentless, unyielding, or unstoppable in
force or effect

54. baseless pre_____on n. the act of claiming or asserting
something, especially without good
reason or without evidence; an
unfounded or excessive claim or
ambition

55. student on a ti__t budget adj. fixed, fastened, or kept together firmly
or closely

56. jungle a_e n. a large animal with long arms, no tail,
and usually a lot of body hair, including
gorillas, chimpanzees, orangutans, and
gibbons

57. it be____es the politician to act

ethically

v. to be necessary, proper, or
advantageous for someone to do
something; to be fitting or appropriate in
a particular situation

ANSWERS: 49. grant, 50. splendid, 51. arrow, 52. rewire, 53. inexorable, 54.
pretension, 55. tight, 56. ape, 57. behoove
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58. oc___y a position v. to consume all of someone's space,
attention, or time

59. population de____y n. the quality of compactness of a
substance

60. ine_____le result adj. certain to happen and unavoidable

61. an ax in the toolbox n. a tool with a metal blade that is usually
attached to a wooden handle and is
used for chopping wood or other
materials

62. clear cen_____ip by the Education

Ministry

n. the act or process of suppression or
restriction of any portions of books,
films, news, etc. that are judged
obscene, politically unacceptable, or a
threat to security

63. a ge____c disorder adj. of or relating to genes (= parts of the
DNA in cells) or the science of genes

64. bank and credit un__ns n. a group of employees who have banded
together to advocate for their rights and
better their working conditions; the act
or the state of joining together or being
joined together

65. chalk on a bla_____rd n. a large board made of a smooth,
usually dark-colored slate attached to a
wall used by teachers in schools for
writing on with chalk

66. cr__k an eggshell v. to break or cause to break without
dividing into separate parts; (noun) a
line on the surface of something along
which it has separated without breaking

ANSWERS: 58. occupy, 59. density, 60. inevitable, 61. ax, 62. censorship, 63.
genetic, 64. union, 65. blackboard, 66. crack
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67. co____e themselves solely v. to restrict the movement of someone or
something

68. information ba____r n. a fence or other obstruction that makes
it hard to move or get in; any condition
that makes it difficult to make progress
or to achieve an objective

69. pu___e freedoms v. to do something or attempt to attain
something over time; to follow or seek
someone or something, especially in
trying to catch them

70. di____ct difference adj. noticeable from something else of a
similar type

71. im__y a strong correlation v. to indicate the truth or existence of
something without referring to it

72. co_____te with one another v. to work together with one or more
people or organizations to achieve a
goal

73. mat______cs competition n. the science dealing with the logic of
quantities, shapes, spaces, and
arrangement

74. l__e foreign investment v. to tempt or persuade someone to do
something

75. r__y entirely on him v. to require a specific thing or the
assistance and support of someone or
something to continue, run properly, or
succeed.

76. te_____ry technology n. the process of collecting and
transmitting data from remote or
inaccessible sources using wireless or
other communication means, usually for
monitoring or control purposes

ANSWERS: 67. confine, 68. barrier, 69. pursue, 70. distinct, 71. imply, 72. cooperate,
73. mathematics, 74. lure, 75. rely, 76. telemetry
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77. te_____ry system n. the process of collecting and
transmitting data from remote or
inaccessible sources using wireless or
other communication means, usually for
monitoring or control purposes

78. ad__t as needed v. to make fit for or change to suit a new
purpose or environment

79. fishing coo______ve adj. involving doing something jointly or
working with others to achieve a
common goal

80. at inc_____le speed adj. unbelievable; enormous

81. bi____e behavior adj. very strange or unusual

82. come out of no____e adv. not in, at, or to any place; not anywhere

83. a good grounding in mat______cs n. the science dealing with the logic of
quantities, shapes, spaces, and
arrangement

84. m__e acquaintance adj. used to emphasize how insignificant or
minor someone or something is

85. field of artificial int______nce n. the ability to learn, comprehend, or
make judgments or conclusions based
on reasons

86. bitter ir__y n. the expression of one's meaning by
using language that usually signifies the
opposite, typically for humorous or
rhetorical effect

87. pre_____on to authority n. the act of claiming or asserting
something, especially without good
reason or without evidence; an
unfounded or excessive claim or
ambition

ANSWERS: 77. telemetry, 78. adapt, 79. cooperative, 80. incredible, 81. bizarre, 82.
nowhere, 83. mathematics, 84. mere, 85. intelligence, 86. irony, 87. pretension
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88. te____e inspection n. a small, pale social insect that feeds on
wood and can cause significant damage
to wooden structures and furniture

89. fun_____al deafness adj. designed for or capable of a particular
activity, purpose, or task; practical or
ready for use or service

90. a building of vast pro_____ons n. a part, share, or amount of something
considered in comparative relation to a
whole

91. snow sh___l n. a tool with a handle and broad scoop or
blade used for digging or moving Earth,
coal, snow, or other granular materials

92. a fo___l leaf n. any preserved remains, impression, or
trace of any once-living thing that has
become hard and turned into rock

93. tr_____te the emotion to a

movement

v. to convert or change words into another
language

94. equ_____nt in meaning n. having the same value, quality,
meaning, purpose, etc.

95. en__e within a few years v. to happen or follow as a result or
consequence of something

96. sp__t a bill v. to divide, or to make something divide
into two or more parts, especially along
a particular line

97. res______le action adj. answerable or accountable for
something within one's power, control,
or management

98. human ev_____on n. a gradual process of transformation of
living things

ANSWERS: 88. termite, 89. functional, 90. proportion, 91. shovel, 92. fossil, 93.
translate, 94. equivalent, 95. ensue, 96. split, 97. responsible, 98. evolution
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99. water co____t n. a channel, pipe, or tube that is used to
direct the flow of fluids or other material
from one place to another; figuratively,
a means of communication or channel
for transmitting information, ideas, or
concepts

100. ho____ss at everything adj. having no hope; despairing; having no
chance of success

101. p__t twist n. a secret plan or scheme to achieve a
specific goal; the plan or main story of a
literary work; (verb) to plan secretly,
usually something illegal

102. bu___n of disease n. a duty, responsibility, etc. that is
oppressive or worrisome; a load,
typically a heavy one that is difficult to
carry

103. re____t in a mountain region n. the act of moving back or withdrawing
from a position or situation; a period of
rest or relaxation away from work or
everyday life

104. a cr__k in a board v. to break or cause to break without
dividing into separate parts; (noun) a
line on the surface of something along
which it has separated without breaking

105. electronic de___e n. a piece of equipment, tool, or
technology that serves a particular
purpose or function, often mechanical
or electronic

106. ut__r a big sigh adj. complete, total, or absolute; said, done,
or experienced without any exceptions
or qualifications; spoken aloud or
enunciated very clearly and distinctly;
(verb) to speak or articulate words,
sounds, or a voice

ANSWERS: 99. conduit, 100. hopeless, 101. plot, 102. burden, 103. retreat, 104.
crack, 105. device, 106. utter
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107. com______te his anxieties to the

psychiatrist

v. to share or exchange information with
others by speaking, writing, moving
your body, or using other signals

108. draw an____y n. a comparison between similar things
that have similar aspects, often used to
help explain a principle or concept

109. de____yed evidence v. to ruin or damage severely or
completely; to eradicate or eliminate
completely

110. co____e the scope of use v. to restrict the movement of someone or
something

111. tr____er power v. to move, pass, or change from one
person, place, or situation to another

112. com_____on of foods on a caloric

basis

n. the consideration or examination of the
similarities between two or more people
or things

113. a scientific di_____ry n. the act or process of finding information,
a place, or an object, or learning about
something that was previously not
known

114. mic_____ne cable n. a device that converts sound into an
electrical signal used for recording
sounds or making the voice louder

115. personality tr__ts n. a particular feature of your nature

116. v__t majority adj. enormous in size, number, amount, or
quantity

117. di____te metric space adj. separate and distinct; not continuous;
individually distinguishable

ANSWERS: 107. communicate, 108. analogy, 109. destroy, 110. confine, 111.
transfer, 112. comparison, 113. discovery, 114. microphone, 115. trait, 116. vast, 117.
discrete
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118. res______le for a customer service adj. answerable or accountable for
something within one's power, control,
or management

119. sa____ah region n. a mixed forest and grassland
ecosystem where the trees are far
enough apart that the canopy doesn't
close

120. de___e a plan v. to come up with an idea, plan, theory,
etc., using your intelligence or
imagination

121. us__p power v. to take or claim a position, power,
authority, etc., without the right or
legitimate claim; to seize and hold
something, especially a position or
power, by force

122. ecology and evo______ary biology adj. relating to or denoting how living things
develop or change from earlier forms

123. p__t a revolution n. a secret plan or scheme to achieve a
specific goal; the plan or main story of a
literary work; (verb) to plan secretly,
usually something illegal

124. become increasingly com______ed adj. involving a lot of different things or parts
in a way that is difficult to understand or
analyze

125. nec______ly true adv. in an essential manner; in such a way
as could not be otherwise

126. pe____ar way adj. odd and uncommon, sometimes in an
unpleasant way

127. co____t with nature v. to live or exist together at the same time
in the same place

ANSWERS: 118. responsible, 119. savannah, 120. devise, 121. usurp, 122.
evolutionary, 123. plot, 124. complicated, 125. necessarily, 126. peculiar, 127. coexist
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128. ac___t a stranger v. to approach and speak to someone
aggressively or insistently

129. r__y on convenience stores v. to require a specific thing or the
assistance and support of someone or
something to continue, run properly, or
succeed.

130. basic br__n function n. the organ inside the head that is
responsible for one's movement,
thought, memory, and feeling

131. ad__t fully to the environment v. to make fit for or change to suit a new
purpose or environment

132. ea_____op conversation v. to listen to someone else's conversation
without their knowledge or permission

133. ine_____le changes of the seasons adj. certain to happen and unavoidable

134. classic fa__e n. a short story, often with animal
characters, that teaches a general truth
or a moral lesson

135. tr_____rm an education system v. to change in outward structure or looks;

136. software pa__h n. a small piece of material or fabric used
to repair or reinforce a tear, hole, or
damaged area; a small plot of land used
for cultivation or a specific purpose

137. im____e painting styles v. to copy the speech, behavior,
appearance, etc. of someone or
something

138. as_____te alcohol with gambling v. to mentally connect someone or
something with someone or something
else

ANSWERS: 128. accost, 129. rely, 130. brain, 131. adapt, 132. eavesdrop, 133.
inevitable, 134. fable, 135. transform, 136. patch, 137. imitate, 138. associate
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139. cost ba____r n. a fence or other obstruction that makes
it hard to move or get in; any condition
that makes it difficult to make progress
or to achieve an objective

140. acc______ion of wealth n. an amount of something obtained via
natural growth or addition

141. re_____ze achievement v. to acknowledge or realize something or
someone; to identify, remember, or
become aware of something that was
previously known or encountered

142. en_____er a storm v. to face something, particularly
something unpleasant or difficult, while
attempting to do something else; to
meet, especially unexpectedly

143. pr____e bad behavior v. to encourage or persuade people to
like, buy, use, do, or support something;
to raise someone to a higher position or
rank

144. as_____te with people widely v. to mentally connect someone or
something with someone or something
else

145. ne___l stem cells adj. of or relating to a nerve or the nervous
system that includes the brain

146. the to__r on a cliff n. a structure that is exceptionally high in
proportion to its width and either forms
part of a building or stands alone

147. st____ng evidence adj. attractive and distinctive enough to
draw notice; exceedingly appealing,
frequently in an odd manner

ANSWERS: 139. barrier, 140. accumulation, 141. recognize, 142. encounter, 143.
promote, 144. associate, 145. neural, 146. tower, 147. striking
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148. the m__d in a room n. the way you feel at a particular time; an
angry or impatient state of mind

149. full of co____t n. an excessively high opinion of oneself;
self-importance

150. thoroughgoing coo______on n. the act or situation of working together
with someone towards a shared
purpose, benefit, etc.

151. ut____y ignorant adv. completely or absolutely

152. a remote re____ve adj. considered and evaluated through
comparison with something else

153. inn_____on leader n. the creation of a new device or process
resulting from study and
experimentation

154. co____ry evidence n. acting in opposition to what is expected
or desired

155. re____d communities v. to build again or anew

156. psy_____gy of crowd n. the scientific study of mind and behavior

157. ev___e v. to develop gradually, or to cause the
development of something or someone
gradually

158. the longstanding co____ct n. a strong disagreement, argument, or a
violent clash between two opposing
groups or individuals

159. ho____ss situation adj. having no hope; despairing; having no
chance of success

160. the country's is_____on n. the condition of being alone or lonely;
the act or state of separation between
persons or groups

ANSWERS: 148. mood, 149. conceit, 150. cooperation, 151. utterly, 152. relative,
153. innovation, 154. contrary, 155. rebuild, 156. psychology, 157. evolve, 158.
conflict, 159. hopeless, 160. isolation
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161. injury in a car ac____nt n. an unfortunate event, especially one
causing damage or injury

162. is_____on booth n. the condition of being alone or lonely;
the act or state of separation between
persons or groups

163. en___e a new employee v. to attract and keep someone's attention
and interest; to participate in or obtain
services of something

164. cardiac su____y n. medical treatment of injuries or
diseases involving an incision with
instruments and often removing or
replacing some parts of the body; the
branch of medical science that treats
disease or injury by operative
procedures

165. a steam en___e n. a machine that converts thermal energy
to mechanical work; something that has
an important role used to achieve a
purpose

166. ev_____on theory n. a gradual process of transformation of
living things

167. gu___a coins n. a former British gold coin worth 21
shillings or a unit of currency used in
some West African countries; (Guinea)
a republic in western Africa on the
Atlantic

168. re___e a program v. to replace or repair the wiring of
something, especially an electrical
system; to make significant changes in
one's thoughts or behavior patterns

ANSWERS: 161. accident, 162. isolation, 163. engage, 164. surgery, 165. engine,
166. evolution, 167. guinea, 168. rewire
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169. predict what will en__e v. to happen or follow as a result or
consequence of something

170. ex____t a security hole v. to make full use of and gain an
advantage from resources,
opportunities, etc.

171. ma__h east v. to walk militarily with stiff, regular steps

172. int______nt assisting system adj. having the capacity for thought and
reason, especially to a high degree

173. long-ex____t volcano adj. no longer in existence

174. an int______nt person adj. having the capacity for thought and
reason, especially to a high degree

175. pr____r in the long run v. to be successful or thriving, especially
financially; to grow and develop well; to
flourish

176. burning of fo___l fuels n. any preserved remains, impression, or
trace of any once-living thing that has
become hard and turned into rock

177. hustle-bu___e lifestyle v. to move or act energetically and noisily;
(noun) a rapid active commotion

178. a bell to__r n. a structure that is exceptionally high in
proportion to its width and either forms
part of a building or stands alone

179. l__e prey v. to tempt or persuade someone to do
something

180. ci___s performer n. a traveling show or entertainment that
often features acrobats, clowns,
animals, and other performers; a
chaotic, confusing, or tumultuous
situation or environment

ANSWERS: 169. ensue, 170. exploit, 171. march, 172. intelligent, 173. extinct, 174.
intelligent, 175. prosper, 176. fossil, 177. bustle, 178. tower, 179. lure, 180. circus
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181. hu___s in business n. excessive pride, arrogance, or
overconfidence, often leading to
someone's downfall or ruin

182. a com______ed process adj. involving a lot of different things or parts
in a way that is difficult to understand or
analyze

183. en____e value v. to increase or improve the quality,
amount, or strength of someone or
something

184. la____sh under illness v. (of a person, animal, or plant) to lose
vigor, health, or flesh; to be forced to
exist in an unpleasant or unwanted
situation or place, often for a long time

185. res_____on of a conflict n. a firm decision or determination to do or
not do something; the action of solving
a problem, dispute, or conflict; the
quality of being resolved or determined;
the clarity and sharpness of an image or
display

186. ready-made ph___es n. a group of words that mean something
specific when used together

187. at___h a file to an e-mail v. to fasten, join, or connect one thing to
another

188. ex____ge rate v. to give something and receive
something else in return, often with the
implication that the items being traded
are of equal or comparable value;
(noun) the act of giving or taking
something in return for something else;
a place or system where goods or
services can be bought, sold, or traded

ANSWERS: 181. hubris, 182. complicated, 183. enhance, 184. languish, 185.
resolution, 186. phrase, 187. attach, 188. exchange
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189. im____e the test score v. to make or become better

190. electronic bla_____rd n. a large board made of a smooth,
usually dark-colored slate attached to a
wall used by teachers in schools for
writing on with chalk

191. ca_____al choir n. the main Christian church of a bishop's
diocese, which is often the largest and
most important church in the area

192. cir______nce of injury n. the specific conditions or events that
surround a particular situation or
occurrence

193. com______te well with my advisor v. to share or exchange information with
others by speaking, writing, moving
your body, or using other signals

194. ac____e a new company v. to buy or obtain something such as an
asset, object, knowledge, etc., for
oneself

195. ma__h against the war v. to walk militarily with stiff, regular steps

196. chop wood with an ax n. a tool with a metal blade that is usually
attached to a wooden handle and is
used for chopping wood or other
materials

197. believe Bi__e prophecy n. the sacred writings of the Christian
religions, consisting of the Old and New
Testaments; a book regarded as
authoritative in its field

198. electronic tra_____or n. a person whose job is restating written
messages from one language to
another

ANSWERS: 189. improve, 190. blackboard, 191. cathedral, 192. circumstance, 193.
communicate, 194. acquire, 195. march, 196. ax, 197. bible, 198. translator
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199. pu__y eyes adj. swollen or distended, especially with air
or gas;

200. di____e from the main topic v. to move or extend in different directions
from a common point; to branch off or
deviate from a path or course

201. fl__es of snow n. a small, thin piece or layer of
something, often with a flat or irregular
shape; a person who is unreliable or
inconsistent

202. na_____ly regenerated forest adv. as might be expected; by natural
manners

203. af___d a high travel cost v. to have enough money or time to be
able to buy or do something

204. an____or language n. a person from whom one is descended;
a forefather

205. higher pixel de____y n. the quality of compactness of a
substance

206. sh____e service n. a vehicle or boat that regularly moves
between two places; bobbin that passes
the weft thread between the warp
threads

207. th__t of designs n. the act of taking anything from someone
or somewhere unlawfully; stealing

208. hom_____al rights adj. sexually attracted to people of one's
own sex

209. pr__e to diarrhea adj. inclined or likely to do something or to
show a particular characteristic,
especially something bad; lying face
downward

ANSWERS: 199. puffy, 200. diverge, 201. flake, 202. naturally, 203. afford, 204.
ancestor, 205. density, 206. shuttle, 207. theft, 208. homosexual, 209. prone
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210. a reckless at____t n. an act or effort of trying to do
something, especially something
difficult

211. in____ed radiation adj. relating to or denoting electromagnetic
radiation with a wavelength just longer
than that of red light but shorter than
that of microwave radiation, used for
sensing heat and for remote control

212. cutting-edge inn_____on n. the creation of a new device or process
resulting from study and
experimentation

213. po__e member n. a group of people who come together
for a common purpose, often to pursue
or capture a criminal; a group of people
who share a common interest, belief, or
trait

214. be in j__l n. a facility where criminals are kept to be
punished for their crimes; a prison

215. the rem_____le breadth of

knowledge

adj. worthy of attention because unusual or
special

216. ma____in good health v. to continue to uphold or sustain; to keep
in a particular state or condition; to
assert or declare something to be true

217. re___y the game v. play something, such as a recording, a
piece of music, or a game again

218. DNA im____t v. to make a mark or impression on a
surface; to leave a lasting impression or
influence on someone or something;
(noun) a mark or impression made by
pressing or stamping something onto a
surface; a distinctive feature or
characteristic that is left by something
or someone

ANSWERS: 210. attempt, 211. infrared, 212. innovation, 213. posse, 214. jail, 215.
remarkable, 216. maintain, 217. replay, 218. imprint
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219. barren of cr____ve spirit adj. relating to or involving the use of skill
and original and unusual ideas to create
something

220. DC mo__r control n. a device that converts electricity, fuel,
etc. into movement and makes a
machine, vehicle, etc. work

221. tr____er a file v. to move, pass, or change from one
person, place, or situation to another

222. a coo_____te clause v. to bring the different parts of the activity
and the people into an organized,
ordered, or efficient relationship;
(adjective) of equal importance, rank, or
degree

223. report sus_____us activity adj. making you feel that someone has done
something wrong, illegal, or dishonest
without any evidence

224. the height of a p__e n. a collection of objects positioned one on
top of another; a large sum of
something, such as money

225. st__k a key in a lock v. to put something, usually a sharp
object, into something; to restrict
yourself to doing or using one certain
thing and not change; (noun) a thin
piece of wood or other material

226. we__h a cargo v. to have a particular weight; to carefully
evaluate things before making a
conclusion

227. economic pro_____ty n. the state of being successful and having
the good fortune

ANSWERS: 219. creative, 220. motor, 221. transfer, 222. coordinate, 223. suspicious,
224. pile, 225. stick, 226. weigh, 227. prosperity
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228. an ab___d amount of money adj. ridiculously silly, unreasonable, or
illogical

229. ev___e over the past decade v. to develop gradually, or to cause the
development of something or someone
gradually

230. sub_____ve elements adj. intended to undermine or overthrow a
system, authority, or established order
through an intentional effort to cause
disruption or to challenge the existing
norms or beliefs; (noun) a person or
thing intended to undermine the power
or authority of an established system or
institution

231. mu____om spores n. a type of fungus that grows on dead or
decaying organic matter and typically
has a stalk and an umbrella-shaped cap

232. financial cr___s n. a time of great disagreement,
confusion, or danger when problems
must be resolved or critical decisions
must be taken

233. take im_____te effect adj. happening or done without delay or
occurring shortly after something else

234. fl__e graphite n. a small, thin piece or layer of
something, often with a flat or irregular
shape; a person who is unreliable or
inconsistent

235. s__t and tie restaurant n. a set of clothes that are made from the
same material; a claim or complaint that
a person or organization can file in court
against another party; (verb) to be fit or
acceptable for

ANSWERS: 228. absurd, 229. evolve, 230. subversive, 231. mushroom, 232. crisis,
233. immediate, 234. flake, 235. suit
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236. key performance me___cs adj. using or relating to the meter as a unit
of length; a system of related measures
that facilitates the quantification of some
particular characteristic

237. improved student ou____es n. the result or effect of an action, event,
etc.

238. s__b in the chest v. to cause harm with a sharp, pointed
object, such as a knife

239. chicken-and-egg di____a n. a situation in which a difficult choice has
to be made between two or more
options, especially that are equally
unfavorable ones

240. the worst case sc____io n. a description of possible actions or
events in the future; a written outline of
a play, film, or literary work

241. w__ned me of the plan v. to make someone aware of potential
danger or difficulty, particularly one that
may occur in the future

242. co____e fantasy with reality v. to mistake one thing for another; to
make somebody hard to understand

243. in an ugly m__d n. the way you feel at a particular time; an
angry or impatient state of mind

244. en_____er a crisis v. to face something, particularly
something unpleasant or difficult, while
attempting to do something else; to
meet, especially unexpectedly

245. im___e tariffs v. to officially force a new law, tax, duty,
etc. to be obeyed or received

246. de___e a literary plot v. to come up with an idea, plan, theory,
etc., using your intelligence or
imagination

ANSWERS: 236. metric, 237. outcome, 238. stab, 239. dilemma, 240. scenario, 241.
warn, 242. confuse, 243. mood, 244. encounter, 245. impose, 246. devise
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247. mu____om cultivation n. a type of fungus that grows on dead or
decaying organic matter and typically
has a stalk and an umbrella-shaped cap

248. pos______ty of a major earthquake n. a chance that something may happen
or be true

249. acc_____te cash value v. to collect or acquire a large number of
things over a long period of time

250. environmental det______nt n. a factor, circumstance, or condition that
contributes to the shaping, influencing,
or determining of a particular outcome
or result

251. pu___e a goal v. to do something or attempt to attain
something over time; to follow or seek
someone or something, especially in
trying to catch them

252. ta__t the government v. to damage or spoil the quality or
integrity of something, particularly
through association with a negative or
undesirable influence or element

253. oc____c climate adj. relating to or characteristic of the ocean
or its inhabitants; having to do with the
vast expanse of saltwater that covers
most of the Earth's surface

254. la____de of choice n. the distance of a place north or south of
the earth's equator, measured in
degrees; freedom from normal
restraints in conduct

255. id____ty as an individual n. the fact of being who or what somebody
or something is; the features, emotions,
or ideas that distinguish persons from
one another

ANSWERS: 247. mushroom, 248. possibility, 249. accumulate, 250. determinant,
251. pursue, 252. taint, 253. oceanic, 254. latitude, 255. identity
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256. social ant______ogy n. the scientific study of humanity,
concerned with human behavior, human
biology, cultures, societies, and
linguistics in both the present and past,
including past human species

257. aud_____um annex n. a room or building used for concerts,
plays, or other public performances

258. st____ng innovation adj. attractive and distinctive enough to
draw notice; exceedingly appealing,
frequently in an odd manner

259. a mo__r mechanic n. a device that converts electricity, fuel,
etc. into movement and makes a
machine, vehicle, etc. work

260. ant_____te a black future v. to expect or predict that something will
happen; to tell in advance

261. da__y with the idea v. to waste time or linger aimlessly or idly;
to engage in playful or flirtatious
behavior without serious intent; to delay
or procrastinate on something that
requires attention or action

262. im____e animal sounds v. to copy the speech, behavior,
appearance, etc. of someone or
something

263. foreordained de____y n. the events that will inevitably happen to
a particular person or thing in the future

264. get into a f__s n. a state of agitation or excitement; an
angry disturbance

265. chaotic env______nt n. the natural world such as air, water, and
land in which humans, animals, and
plants live

ANSWERS: 256. anthropology, 257. auditorium, 258. striking, 259. motor, 260.
anticipate, 261. dally, 262. imitate, 263. destiny, 264. fuss, 265. environment

Page 69 / 115



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Mark Pagel: How language transformed humanity | TED Talk" (221 words)

266. po__e of citizens n. a group of people who come together
for a common purpose, often to pursue
or capture a criminal; a group of people
who share a common interest, belief, or
trait

267. s__b at the enemy with a knife v. to cause harm with a sharp, pointed
object, such as a knife

268. im____e a process v. to make or become better

269. hom_____al marriage adj. sexually attracted to people of one's
own sex

270. the co____ct between good and evil n. a strong disagreement, argument, or a
violent clash between two opposing
groups or individuals

271. bu___e around a kitchen v. to move or act energetically and noisily;
(noun) a rapid active commotion

272. county j__l n. a facility where criminals are kept to be
punished for their crimes; a prison

273. photo with a ma__e finish adj. having a surface without a shine, luster;
non-glossy

274. pre-mo___n agricultural society adj. of or belonging to the present time or
recent times

275. sp__t a reward equally v. to divide, or to make something divide
into two or more parts, especially along
a particular line

276. sc____r seeds v. to cause to separate and go in different
directions

277. field of vi___l arts adj. relating to seeing or sight

278. di____ct from each other adj. noticeable from something else of a
similar type

ANSWERS: 266. posse, 267. stab, 268. improve, 269. homosexual, 270. conflict,
271. bustle, 272. jail, 273. matte, 274. modern, 275. split, 276. scatter, 277. visual,
278. distinct
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279. s__t at law n. a set of clothes that are made from the
same material; a claim or complaint that
a person or organization can file in court
against another party; (verb) to be fit or
acceptable for

280. the great di_____ry of the century n. the act or process of finding information,
a place, or an object, or learning about
something that was previously not
known

281. ges______te with his hands v. to make gestures, especially with one's
hands or arms, while speaking or
expressing oneself; to convey emotions
or thoughts using dramatic or vigorous
gestures

282. co____t base 10 to base 16 v. to have a talk with someone; (adjective)
reversed in order, relation, or action

283. gu___a pig n. a former British gold coin worth 21
shillings or a unit of currency used in
some West African countries; (Guinea)
a republic in western Africa on the
Atlantic

284. pe_____nt life insurance adj. lasting for a long time without essential
change

285. have ge____c testing adj. of or relating to genes (= parts of the
DNA in cells) or the science of genes

286. fire st__k v. to put something, usually a sharp
object, into something; to restrict
yourself to doing or using one certain
thing and not change; (noun) a thin
piece of wood or other material

ANSWERS: 279. suit, 280. discovery, 281. gesticulate, 282. convert, 283. guinea,
284. permanent, 285. genetic, 286. stick
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287. de___t body odor v. to win against somebody in a fight, war,
or attempt

288. pr____e a better relationship v. to encourage or persuade people to
like, buy, use, do, or support something;
to raise someone to a higher position or
rank

289. coo______on with strategic

partners

n. the act or situation of working together
with someone towards a shared
purpose, benefit, etc.

290. female of_____ng n. descendant; any immature animal or
plant

291. the value of the E__o n. the official currency of most European
Union countries

292. a private ind_____al n. a single person or thing, as distinct from
a group

293. a person who is sus_____us adj. making you feel that someone has done
something wrong, illegal, or dishonest
without any evidence

294. ta__t the atmosphere worldwide v. to damage or spoil the quality or
integrity of something, particularly
through association with a negative or
undesirable influence or element

295. a det______nt of crop yields n. a factor, circumstance, or condition that
contributes to the shaping, influencing,
or determining of a particular outcome
or result

296. ca_____al school n. the main Christian church of a bishop's
diocese, which is often the largest and
most important church in the area

ANSWERS: 287. defeat, 288. promote, 289. cooperation, 290. offspring, 291. euro,
292. individual, 293. suspicious, 294. taint, 295. determinant, 296. cathedral
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297. acc______ion effect n. an amount of something obtained via
natural growth or addition

298. produce of_____ng n. descendant; any immature animal or
plant

299. open-air aud_____um n. a room or building used for concerts,
plays, or other public performances

300. historical an____y n. a comparison between similar things
that have similar aspects, often used to
help explain a principle or concept

301. prehistoric arc______gy n. the branch of anthropology that studies
prehistoric people and their cultures

302. ac___t a suspect v. to approach and speak to someone
aggressively or insistently

303. cause an ac____nt n. an unfortunate event, especially one
causing damage or injury

304. be in a di____a n. a situation in which a difficult choice has
to be made between two or more
options, especially that are equally
unfavorable ones

305. tr_____te a document into English v. to convert or change words into another
language

306. pro______on of civilization n. the act or process of changing to the
next stage or phase or moving forward

307. be____es employees to abide by

the policies

v. to be necessary, proper, or
advantageous for someone to do
something; to be fitting or appropriate in
a particular situation

308. em___y a new method v. to give somebody a job and pay them
for it; to make use of

ANSWERS: 297. accumulation, 298. offspring, 299. auditorium, 300. analogy, 301.
archaeology, 302. accost, 303. accident, 304. dilemma, 305. translate, 306.
progression, 307. behoove, 308. employ
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309. f__e abroad v. to leave by running away, especially out
of fear or danger

310. de___t a global power v. to win against somebody in a fight, war,
or attempt

311. t__m down v. to be abuzz; to move in large numbers;
to fall heavily

312. pu__e waves n. the regular heartbeat as it sends blood
around the body, especially when it is
felt at the wrist or side of the neck; a
solid regular vibration of sound, electric
current, light, or other waves

313. a passage from the Bi__e n. the sacred writings of the Christian
religions, consisting of the Old and New
Testaments; a book regarded as
authoritative in its field

314. pa_____se interaction adj. relating to or involving two items,
individuals, or elements, considered
together or in relation to each other;
often used in statistics or mathematical
contexts to describe comparisons or
relationships between pairs of variables

315. a brief ex____t from the book n. a short passage taken from a book,
piece of music, etc.; a substance
obtained from something through a
specific process; (verb) to obtain from
something or to remove something by
effort or force

316. vi___l navigation adj. relating to seeing or sight

317. ma__e coating adj. having a surface without a shine, luster;
non-glossy

ANSWERS: 309. flee, 310. defeat, 311. teem, 312. pulse, 313. bible, 314. pair-wise,
315. extract, 316. visual, 317. matte
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318. me___c units adj. using or relating to the meter as a unit
of length; a system of related measures
that facilitates the quantification of some
particular characteristic

319. mo___n poetry adj. of or belonging to the present time or
recent times

320. de____p a strategy v. to grow or expand; to improve or refine
through a process of progress and
refinement, often to achieve greater
sophistication or complexity; to
elaborate or add detail to something
that is in the process of being created

321. political hu___s n. excessive pride, arrogance, or
overconfidence, often leading to
someone's downfall or ruin

322. number of different sc____ios n. a description of possible actions or
events in the future; a written outline of
a play, film, or literary work

323. not nec______ly a problem adv. in an essential manner; in such a way
as could not be otherwise

324. co____e the listener v. to mistake one thing for another; to
make somebody hard to understand

325. co____nt the issue v. to face, meet or deal with a problem or
difficult situation or person

326. pro______on of disease n. the act or process of changing to the
next stage or phase or moving forward

327. re___y in my mind v. play something, such as a recording, a
piece of music, or a game again

328. rem_____le achievement adj. worthy of attention because unusual or
special

ANSWERS: 318. metric, 319. modern, 320. develop, 321. hubris, 322. scenario, 323.
necessarily, 324. confuse, 325. confront, 326. progression, 327. replay, 328.
remarkable
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329. ex____ge a few friendly words v. to give something and receive
something else in return, often with the
implication that the items being traded
are of equal or comparable value;
(noun) the act of giving or taking
something in return for something else;
a place or system where goods or
services can be bought, sold, or traded

330. grow ar____nt adj. having or revealing an exaggerated
sense of one's importance or abilities

331. ar__w pointing n. a thin, pointed projectile designed to be
shot from a bow; a symbol or pointer
that is shaped like an arrow

332. the im_____te past adj. happening or done without delay or
occurring shortly after something else

333. im____t a memory v. to make a mark or impression on a
surface; to leave a lasting impression or
influence on someone or something;
(noun) a mark or impression made by
pressing or stamping something onto a
surface; a distinctive feature or
characteristic that is left by something
or someone

334. the at____t to rescue the hostages n. an act or effort of trying to do
something, especially something
difficult

335. ant_____te your kind cooperation v. to expect or predict that something will
happen; to tell in advance

336. victim of identity th__t n. the act of taking anything from someone
or somewhere unlawfully; stealing

ANSWERS: 329. exchange, 330. arrogant, 331. arrow, 332. immediate, 333. imprint,
334. attempt, 335. anticipate, 336. theft
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337. im____t genes in the animals v. to insert or fix an artificial device in a
person's body; to put an idea, attitude,
etc., firmly in the mind

338. ut__r nonsense adj. complete, total, or absolute; said, done,
or experienced without any exceptions
or qualifications; spoken aloud or
enunciated very clearly and distinctly;
(verb) to speak or articulate words,
sounds, or a voice

339. gr__t a new license v. to agree to give or allow somebody

340. form of cen_____ip n. the act or process of suppression or
restriction of any portions of books,
films, news, etc. that are judged
obscene, politically unacceptable, or a
threat to security

341. cr____ve writing adj. relating to or involving the use of skill
and original and unusual ideas to create
something

342. ir__y humor n. the expression of one's meaning by
using language that usually signifies the
opposite, typically for humorous or
rhetorical effect

343. sit up____t in a chair adj. perpendicular to a horizontal surface or
line; (adverb) in a vertical position

344. pos______ty for growth n. a chance that something may happen
or be true

345. the institute of arc______gy n. the branch of anthropology that studies
prehistoric people and their cultures

346. co____t fat into energy v. to have a talk with someone; (adjective)
reversed in order, relation, or action

ANSWERS: 337. implant, 338. utter, 339. grant, 340. censorship, 341. creative, 342.
irony, 343. upright, 344. possibility, 345. archaeology, 346. convert
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347. da__y in procrastination v. to waste time or linger aimlessly or idly;
to engage in playful or flirtatious
behavior without serious intent; to delay
or procrastinate on something that
requires attention or action

348. a ba__l of confusion n. a loud noise, typically referring to the
confusion of many voices talking at
once, derived from the biblical story of
the Tower of Babel, in which God
caused confusion among people by
making them speak different languages

349. ba__l of languages n. a loud noise, typically referring to the
confusion of many voices talking at
once, derived from the biblical story of
the Tower of Babel, in which God
caused confusion among people by
making them speak different languages

350. im____t into the uterus v. to insert or fix an artificial device in a
person's body; to put an idea, attitude,
etc., firmly in the mind

351. pa_____se case deletion adj. relating to or involving two items,
individuals, or elements, considered
together or in relation to each other;
often used in statistics or mathematical
contexts to describe comparisons or
relationships between pairs of variables

352. psy_____gy experiment n. the scientific study of mind and behavior

353. the story is bi____e adj. very strange or unusual

354. ex____t a valuable opportunity v. to make full use of and gain an
advantage from resources,
opportunities, etc.

ANSWERS: 347. dally, 348. babel, 349. babel, 350. implant, 351. pair-wise, 352.
psychology, 353. bizarre, 354. exploit
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355. ex____t by human activity adj. no longer in existence

356. ea_____op on a secret plot v. to listen to someone else's conversation
without their knowledge or permission

357. E__o crises n. the official currency of most European
Union countries

358. ut____y changed adv. completely or absolutely

359. binational ac___d n. an official agreement or treaty between
two organizations, countries, etc.; (verb)
allow to have

360. mistaken id____ty n. the fact of being who or what somebody
or something is; the features, emotions,
or ideas that distinguish persons from
one another

361. r_g an election v. to prepare or set up something in a
certain way, typically in a carefully
planned or fraudulent manner; to equip
with sails or masts

362. im__y the presence of alien v. to indicate the truth or existence of
something without referring to it

363. sub_____ve literature adj. intended to undermine or overthrow a
system, authority, or established order
through an intentional effort to cause
disruption or to challenge the existing
norms or beliefs; (noun) a person or
thing intended to undermine the power
or authority of an established system or
institution

364. play the a_e n. a large animal with long arms, no tail,
and usually a lot of body hair, including
gorillas, chimpanzees, orangutans, and
gibbons

ANSWERS: 355. extinct, 356. eavesdrop, 357. euro, 358. utterly, 359. accord, 360.
identity, 361. rig, 362. imply, 363. subversive, 364. ape
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365. f__e their homes v. to leave by running away, especially out
of fear or danger

366. a ma__c spell n. beliefs and actions employed to
influence supernatural beings and
forces; any art or performance that
invokes supernatural powers

367. an ar____nt attitude adj. having or revealing an exaggerated
sense of one's importance or abilities

368. chemical tr__t n. a particular feature of your nature

369. puffed up with co____t n. an excessively high opinion of oneself;
self-importance

370. coo_____te a special project v. to bring the different parts of the activity
and the people into an organized,
ordered, or efficient relationship;
(adjective) of equal importance, rank, or
degree

371. m__e incident adj. used to emphasize how insignificant or
minor someone or something is

372. permanent br__n damage n. the organ inside the head that is
responsible for one's movement,
thought, memory, and feeling

373. equ_____nt amounts n. having the same value, quality,
meaning, purpose, etc.

374. field of fun_____al medicine adj. designed for or capable of a particular
activity, purpose, or task; practical or
ready for use or service

375. an in____ed lamp adj. relating to or denoting electromagnetic
radiation with a wavelength just longer
than that of red light but shorter than
that of microwave radiation, used for
sensing heat and for remote control

ANSWERS: 365. flee, 366. magic, 367. arrogant, 368. trait, 369. conceit, 370.
coordinate, 371. mere, 372. brain, 373. equivalent, 374. functional, 375. infrared
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376. ant______ogy of religion n. the scientific study of humanity,
concerned with human behavior, human
biology, cultures, societies, and
linguistics in both the present and past,
including past human species

377. acc_____te evidence v. to collect or acquire a large number of
things over a long period of time

378. em___y job seekers v. to give somebody a job and pay them
for it; to make use of

379. af___d to buy a new car v. to have enough money or time to be
able to buy or do something

380. coo______ve savings adj. involving doing something jointly or
working with others to achieve a
common goal

381. ab___d storyline adj. ridiculously silly, unreasonable, or
illogical

382. high la____des n. the distance of a place north or south of
the earth's equator, measured in
degrees; freedom from normal
restraints in conduct

383. an int______nce test n. the ability to learn, comprehend, or
make judgments or conclusions based
on reasons

384. di____e from tradition v. to move or extend in different directions
from a common point; to branch off or
deviate from a path or course

385. astronomic lo_____de n. the angular distance between a point on
any meridian and the prime meridian at
Greenwich

ANSWERS: 376. anthropology, 377. accumulate, 378. employ, 379. afford, 380.
cooperative, 381. absurd, 382. latitude, 383. intelligence, 384. diverge, 385. longitude
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386. te____e damage n. a small, pale social insect that feeds on
wood and can cause significant damage
to wooden structures and furniture

387. acq______on process n. the act of getting something, usually
through purchase, negotiation, or effort

388. t__m with activity v. to be abuzz; to move in large numbers;
to fall heavily

389. pu__y off-shore winds adj. swollen or distended, especially with air
or gas;

390. sh___l blade n. a tool with a handle and broad scoop or
blade used for digging or moving Earth,
coal, snow, or other granular materials

391. ine_____le decline adj. describing a process or situation that is
impossible to stop, prevent, or change;
relentless, unyielding, or unstoppable in
force or effect

392. display res_____on n. a firm decision or determination to do or
not do something; the action of solving
a problem, dispute, or conflict; the
quality of being resolved or determined;
the clarity and sharpness of an image or
display

393. im___e harsher sanctions v. to officially force a new law, tax, duty,
etc. to be obeyed or received

394. a craft un__n n. a group of employees who have banded
together to advocate for their rights and
better their working conditions; the act
or the state of joining together or being
joined together

ANSWERS: 386. termite, 387. acquisition, 388. teem, 389. puffy, 390. shovel, 391.
inexorable, 392. resolution, 393. impose, 394. union
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395. sc____r around the internet v. to cause to separate and go in different
directions

396. an air-cooled en___e n. a machine that converts thermal energy
to mechanical work; something that has
an important role used to achieve a
purpose

397. earliest human an____or n. a person from whom one is descended;
a forefather

398. re____ve factors adj. considered and evaluated through
comparison with something else

399. attempt to us__p the throne v. to take or claim a position, power,
authority, etc., without the right or
legitimate claim; to seize and hold
something, especially a position or
power, by force

400. v__t desert adj. enormous in size, number, amount, or
quantity

401. gang sc____e n. a short, confused fight or struggle,
usually involving a small number of
people; a disorderly or noisy quarrel or
altercation

402. in____al organs adj. of or relating to the inside of something

403. a line of lo_____de n. the angular distance between a point on
any meridian and the prime meridian at
Greenwich

404. no____e else to go adv. not in, at, or to any place; not anywhere

405. en____e the flavor of the vanilla v. to increase or improve the quality,
amount, or strength of someone or
something

ANSWERS: 395. scatter, 396. engine, 397. ancestor, 398. relative, 399. usurp, 400.
vast, 401. scuffle, 402. internal, 403. longitude, 404. nowhere, 405. enhance
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406. a weak pu__e n. the regular heartbeat as it sends blood
around the body, especially when it is
felt at the wrist or side of the neck; a
solid regular vibration of sound, electric
current, light, or other waves

407. principles of un_____al design adj. existing or affecting everywhere or
everyone

408. w__n a reckless driver v. to make someone aware of potential
danger or difficulty, particularly one that
may occur in the future

409. keep the flagpole er__t v. to construct or build something; to
cause to rise; (adjective) upright or
vertical

410. crossword pu___e n. a situation that is difficult to follow or
solve; a game, problem, or toy that tests
a person's ingenuity or knowledge;
(verb) to cause someone to feel
confused because of something difficult
to understand

411. the in____al economy adj. of or relating to the inside of something

412. make a f__s n. a state of agitation or excitement; an
angry disturbance

413. carry a bu___n n. a duty, responsibility, etc. that is
oppressive or worrisome; a load,
typically a heavy one that is difficult to
carry

414. we__h heavily on stock prices v. to have a particular weight; to carefully
evaluate things before making a
conclusion

ANSWERS: 406. pulse, 407. universal, 408. warn, 409. erect, 410. puzzle, 411.
internal, 412. fuss, 413. burden, 414. weigh
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415. co_____te closely in various ways v. to work together with one or more
people or organizations to achieve a
goal

416. ind_____al freedom n. a single person or thing, as distinct from
a group

417. cir______nce of birth n. the specific conditions or events that
surround a particular situation or
occurrence

418. er__t structure v. to construct or build something; to
cause to rise; (adjective) upright or
vertical

419. cr___s management n. a time of great disagreement,
confusion, or danger when problems
must be resolved or critical decisions
must be taken

420. un_____al life adj. existing or affecting everywhere or
everyone

421. literature of pe_____nt value adj. lasting for a long time without essential
change

422. the clear co____ry n. acting in opposition to what is expected
or desired

423. ac___d with public opinion n. an official agreement or treaty between
two organizations, countries, etc.; (verb)
allow to have

424. inc_____le amount adj. unbelievable; enormous

425. pr____r as a trading hub v. to be successful or thriving, especially
financially; to grow and develop well; to
flourish

ANSWERS: 415. cooperate, 416. individual, 417. circumstance, 418. erect, 419.
crisis, 420. universal, 421. permanent, 422. contrary, 423. accord, 424. incredible,
425. prosper

Page 85 / 115



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Mark Pagel: How language transformed humanity | TED Talk" (221 words)

426. a f_n of a plane n. a thin flat part on the body of a fish or
other aquatic animal used for propulsion
or balance

427. wi___m literature n. the quality of being wise, or the ability to
use your knowledge and experience to
make sensible decisions

428. business sp___e n. a round object or geometric shape that
is three-dimensional and symmetrical
around a central point; a particular
aspect or scope of life or activity

429. oc____c exploration adj. relating to or characteristic of the ocean
or its inhabitants; having to do with the
vast expanse of saltwater that covers
most of the Earth's surface

430. de____p a skill v. to grow or expand; to improve or refine
through a process of progress and
refinement, often to achieve greater
sophistication or complexity; to
elaborate or add detail to something
that is in the process of being created

431. ne___l networks in AI adj. of or relating to a nerve or the nervous
system that includes the brain

432. dis______ul to her adj. unpleasant or offensive to the sense of
taste

433. a fountain of wi___m n. the quality of being wise, or the ability to
use your knowledge and experience to
make sensible decisions

434. verbal sc____e n. a short, confused fight or struggle,
usually involving a small number of
people; a disorderly or noisy quarrel or
altercation

ANSWERS: 426. fin, 427. wisdom, 428. sphere, 429. oceanic, 430. develop, 431.
neural, 432. distasteful, 433. wisdom, 434. scuffle
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435. de____y the ecosystem v. to ruin or damage severely or
completely; to eradicate or eliminate
completely

436. ma____in order v. to continue to uphold or sustain; to keep
in a particular state or condition; to
assert or declare something to be true

437. ges______te to communicate with

friends

v. to make gestures, especially with one's
hands or arms, while speaking or
expressing oneself; to convey emotions
or thoughts using dramatic or vigorous
gestures

438. sp___e of influence n. a round object or geometric shape that
is three-dimensional and symmetrical
around a central point; a particular
aspect or scope of life or activity

439. ease of com_____on n. the consideration or examination of the
similarities between two or more people
or things

440. ac____e knowledge v. to buy or obtain something such as an
asset, object, knowledge, etc., for
oneself

441. la____sh for lack of funding v. (of a person, animal, or plant) to lose
vigor, health, or flesh; to be forced to
exist in an unpleasant or unwanted
situation or place, often for a long time

442. professional tra_____or n. a person whose job is restating written
messages from one language to
another

ANSWERS: 435. destroy, 436. maintain, 437. gesticulate, 438. sphere, 439.
comparison, 440. acquire, 441. languish, 442. translator
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Session 3: Fill in the Blanks

1. The scientist studied the behavior of ____ in the wild.

n. a large animal with long arms, no tail, and usually a lot of body hair, including
gorillas, chimpanzees, orangutans, and gibbons

2. I always carry a backup ______ in case my phone runs out of battery.

n. a piece of equipment, tool, or technology that serves a particular purpose or
function, often mechanical or electronic

3. He felt like ______ when he tasted the delicious chocolate cake.

n. (of various religious and mythological traditions) a place or state of existence
considered to be the abode of the divine, the afterlife, or a higher realm of
being; a state of great happiness, contentment, or beauty

4. The man ________ her on the street and asked for money.

v. to approach and speak to someone aggressively or insistently

5. The community greatly respected and sought after the older adult's ______.

n. the quality of being wise, or the ability to use your knowledge and experience to
make sensible decisions

6. Many multinational companies are _______ in the reconstruction of that country.

v. to attract and keep someone's attention and interest; to participate in or obtain
services of something

7. They awaited news of the _______ of the election.

n. the result or effect of an action, event, etc.

ANSWERS: 1. apes, 2. device, 3. heaven, 4. accosted, 5. wisdom, 6. engaged, 7.
outcome
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8. The two plays have many ________ parallels.

adj. attractive and distinctive enough to draw notice; exceedingly appealing,
frequently in an odd manner

9. The cardiac monitor displays the intensity of your _____.

n. the regular heartbeat as it sends blood around the body, especially when it is
felt at the wrist or side of the neck; a solid regular vibration of sound, electric
current, light, or other waves

10. The problem with achievement tests is the narrowness they ______ on students.

v. to officially force a new law, tax, duty, etc. to be obeyed or received

11. It is said that our _______ is written in the stars.

n. the events that will inevitably happen to a particular person or thing in the future

12. His __________ determination to succeed made him a force to be reckoned
with.

adj. describing a process or situation that is impossible to stop, prevent, or change;
relentless, unyielding, or unstoppable in force or effect

13. The shark's powerful ____ allowed it to swim at high speeds.

n. a thin flat part on the body of a fish or other aquatic animal used for propulsion
or balance

14. After the party, they had to clean up _____ of dirty dishes.

n. a collection of objects positioned one on top of another; a large sum of
something, such as money

15. He that would eat the kernel must _____ the nut.

v. to break or cause to break without dividing into separate parts; (noun) a line on
the surface of something along which it has separated without breaking

ANSWERS: 8. striking, 9. pulse, 10. impose, 11. destiny, 12. inexorable, 13. fins, 14.
piles, 15. crack
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16. As tectonic plates ________ new oceanic crust is formed along mid-ocean
ridges.

v. to move or extend in different directions from a common point; to branch off or
deviate from a path or course

17. He made a New Year's __________ to exercise more and eat healthier.

n. a firm decision or determination to do or not do something; the action of solving
a problem, dispute, or conflict; the quality of being resolved or determined; the
clarity and sharpness of an image or display

18. We are _______ opposed to any form of terrorism.

adv. completely or absolutely

19. The hunter's approach _________ the geese.

v. to cause to separate and go in different directions

20. The speaker ____________ wildly as they spoke, emphasizing their words.

v. to make gestures, especially with one's hands or arms, while speaking or
expressing oneself; to convey emotions or thoughts using dramatic or vigorous
gestures

21. The picture earned near-_________ acclaim from critics.

adj. existing or affecting everywhere or everyone

22. Some countries may leave the ____.

n. the official currency of most European Union countries

23. The ______ of the earth is divided into several layers including the crust, mantle,
and core.

n. a round object or geometric shape that is three-dimensional and symmetrical
around a central point; a particular aspect or scope of life or activity

ANSWERS: 16. diverge, 17. resolution, 18. utterly, 19. scattered, 20. gesticulated, 21.
universal, 22. Euro, 23. sphere
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24. I advised him to _____ to his new surroundings.

v. to make fit for or change to suit a new purpose or environment

25. Energy-efficient ______ are needed to maximize the cruising distance of electric
vehicles.

n. a device that converts electricity, fuel, etc. into movement and makes a
machine, vehicle, etc. work

26. He was _______ many times with scissors.

v. to cause harm with a sharp, pointed object, such as a knife

27. Dolphins use sound to ___________ with each other.

v. to share or exchange information with others by speaking, writing, moving your
body, or using other signals

28. The new strategy will _______ the profitability of our company.

v. to increase or improve the quality, amount, or strength of someone or
something

29. X-rays revealed a small tumor in his _____.

n. the organ inside the head that is responsible for one's movement, thought,
memory, and feeling

30. The organization finally signed a peace ______.

n. an official agreement or treaty between two organizations, countries, etc.;
(verb) allow to have

31. The food served at the dinner party could have been more appealing and
___________.

adj. unpleasant or offensive to the sense of taste

ANSWERS: 24. adapt, 25. motors, 26. stabbed, 27. communicate, 28. enhance, 29.
brain, 30. accord, 31. distasteful

Page 91 / 115



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Mark Pagel: How language transformed humanity | TED Talk" (221 words)

32. He pushed the button and ________ the video again.

v. play something, such as a recording, a piece of music, or a game again

33. The _______ bus will take you to the airport in 15 minutes.

n. a vehicle or boat that regularly moves between two places; bobbin that passes
the weft thread between the warp threads

34. He did ___________ pen-and-ink drawings in just a few days.

adj. involving a lot of different things or parts in a way that is difficult to understand
or analyze

35. In the ______ system, measurements are made in meters and liters.

adj. using or relating to the meter as a unit of length; a system of related measures
that facilitates the quantification of some particular characteristic

36. He wanted to _______ his brand logo on the product.

v. to make a mark or impression on a surface; to leave a lasting impression or
influence on someone or something; (noun) a mark or impression made by
pressing or stamping something onto a surface; a distinctive feature or
characteristic that is left by something or someone

37. This war shattered dreams of peace and __________.

n. the state of being successful and having the good fortune

38. She teaches ___________ at the local university.

n. the branch of anthropology that studies prehistoric people and their cultures

39. A ____ audience viewed the broadcast.

adj. enormous in size, number, amount, or quantity

ANSWERS: 32. replayed, 33. shuttle, 34. complicated, 35. metric, 36. imprint, 37.
prosperity, 38. archaeology, 39. vast
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40. It would _______ you to double-check your work before submitting it.

v. to be necessary, proper, or advantageous for someone to do something; to be
fitting or appropriate in a particular situation

41. The cost of the antique vase is three _______.

n. a former British gold coin worth 21 shillings or a unit of currency used in some
West African countries; (Guinea) a republic in western Africa on the Atlantic

42. The company's __________ approach has been highly effective.

n. the action or process of changing to suit different conditions

43. The city _______ with activity as people rushed to work.

v. to move or act energetically and noisily; (noun) a rapid active commotion

44. I've been thinking all day and getting _______.

adv. not in, at, or to any place; not anywhere

45. He was _________ gifted.

adv. as might be expected; by natural manners

46. The majority of consumers _________ this brand with quality.

v. to mentally connect someone or something with someone or something else

47. Eyeless fish _______ in dark caves.

v. to develop gradually, or to cause the development of something or someone
gradually

48. The policies he announces can be the ______ of economic growth in the
country.

n. a machine that converts thermal energy to mechanical work; something that
has an important role used to achieve a purpose

ANSWERS: 40. behoove, 41. guineas, 42. adaptation, 43. bustled, 44. nowhere, 45.
naturally, 46. associate, 47. evolved, 48. engine
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49. The _____ of the situation is that he won the lottery on the day he lost his job.

n. the expression of one's meaning by using language that usually signifies the
opposite, typically for humorous or rhetorical effect

50. The rescue team rushed into the mine _____.

n. a long, narrow part or section of an arrow, hammer, golf club, etc.; a long,
narrow passage consisting of the vertical part of a column

51. The police placed a _______ across the street to halt traffic.

n. a fence or other obstruction that makes it hard to move or get in; any condition
that makes it difficult to make progress or to achieve an objective

52. The archer aimed his _____ carefully at the target.

n. a thin, pointed projectile designed to be shot from a bow; a symbol or pointer
that is shaped like an arrow

53. His gaffe spoiled the ____ of the dinner party.

n. the way you feel at a particular time; an angry or impatient state of mind

54. His ___________ of being a gourmet were quickly exposed when he could not
identify basic herbs and spices.

n. the act of claiming or asserting something, especially without good reason or
without evidence; an unfounded or excessive claim or ambition

55. The national election was held amid _____ security.

adj. fixed, fastened, or kept together firmly or closely

56. I've included the two designs for a __________.

n. the consideration or examination of the similarities between two or more people
or things

ANSWERS: 49. irony, 50. shaft, 51. barrier, 52. arrow, 53. mood, 54. pretensions, 55.
tight, 56. comparison
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57. In terms of _____________ he was head and shoulders above his classmates.

n. the ability to learn, comprehend, or make judgments or conclusions based on
reasons

58. He ________ the modus operandi of the famous phantom thief.

v. to copy the speech, behavior, appearance, etc. of someone or something

59. The baby ______ 1 pound 3 oz.

v. to have a particular weight; to carefully evaluate things before making a
conclusion

60. The president prepared several possible _________ for an enemy attack.

n. a description of possible actions or events in the future; a written outline of a
play, film, or literary work

61. In times of recession, an increase in unemployment is __________.

adj. certain to happen and unavoidable

62. The city is located at a ________ of 40 degrees north.

n. the distance of a place north or south of the earth's equator, measured in
degrees; freedom from normal restraints in conduct

63. As an ___________ he had the right to make his own decisions and live his life
as he saw fit.

n. a single person or thing, as distinct from a group

64. She is a _____ of strength for our team in trouble.

n. a structure that is exceptionally high in proportion to its width and either forms
part of a building or stands alone

ANSWERS: 57. intelligence, 58. imitated, 59. weighs, 60. scenarios, 61. inevitable,
62. latitude, 63. individual, 64. tower
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65. He and I often had __________ not only in personality but also in ideology.

n. a strong disagreement, argument, or a violent clash between two opposing
groups or individuals

66. It is essential to keep these two issues ________.

adj. noticeable from something else of a similar type

67. The competitor tried to _____ the reigning champion's title.

v. to take or claim a position, power, authority, etc., without the right or legitimate
claim; to seize and hold something, especially a position or power, by force

68. Children _______ language at a fantastic rate.

v. to buy or obtain something such as an asset, object, knowledge, etc., for
oneself

69. The _____ chaos of the concert crowd made it seem like a wild animal was in
the room.

adj. complete, total, or absolute; said, done, or experienced without any exceptions
or qualifications; spoken aloud or enunciated very clearly and distinctly; (verb)
to speak or articulate words, sounds, or a voice

70. The mobile phone was still __________ even after being dropped.

adj. designed for or capable of a particular activity, purpose, or task; practical or
ready for use or service

71. We must _______ a new system to streamline our workflow and increase
efficiency.

v. to grow or expand; to improve or refine through a process of progress and
refinement, often to achieve greater sophistication or complexity; to elaborate
or add detail to something that is in the process of being created

ANSWERS: 65. conflicts, 66. distinct, 67. usurp, 68. acquire, 69. utter, 70. functional,
71. develop
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72. Multiple genes may influence behavioral ______ concurrently.

n. a particular feature of your nature

73. I want to _______ my sadness into strength.

v. to have a talk with someone; (adjective) reversed in order, relation, or action

74. The ___________ between businesses and universities created this
groundbreaking product.

n. the act or situation of working together with someone towards a shared
purpose, benefit, etc.

75. We __________ heavy snowfall tomorrow.

v. to expect or predict that something will happen; to tell in advance

76. He was _____ to making rash decisions.

adj. inclined or likely to do something or to show a particular characteristic,
especially something bad; lying face downward

77. The construction workers used a power ______ to dig the foundation for the
building.

n. a tool with a handle and broad scoop or blade used for digging or moving
Earth, coal, snow, or other granular materials

78. How many _________ does the average lion have?

n. descendant; any immature animal or plant

79. In statistics, a _________ comparison involves analyzing the relationship
between every two pairs of variables in a dataset.

adj. relating to or involving two items, individuals, or elements, considered together
or in relation to each other; often used in statistics or mathematical contexts to
describe comparisons or relationships between pairs of variables

ANSWERS: 72. traits, 73. convert, 74. cooperation, 75. anticipate, 76. prone, 77.
shovel, 78. offspring, 79. pair-wise
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80. The kids were excited to go to the ______ and see the clowns and animals
perform.

n. a traveling show or entertainment that often features acrobats, clowns, animals,
and other performers; a chaotic, confusing, or tumultuous situation or
environment

81. Many species have become _______ due to habitat destruction and other
human activities.

adj. no longer in existence

82. The law was repealed to protect the rights of __________ citizens.

adj. sexually attracted to people of one's own sex

83. The doctor will _______ a pacemaker to regulate his heart rate.

v. to insert or fix an artificial device in a person's body; to put an idea, attitude,
etc., firmly in the mind

84. A power outage ______ after the storm knocked out the electricity.

v. to happen or follow as a result or consequence of something

85. If you _____ in the decision for too long, the opportunity might pass you by.

v. to waste time or linger aimlessly or idly; to engage in playful or flirtatious
behavior without serious intent; to delay or procrastinate on something that
requires attention or action

86. We appreciate your ___________ efforts.

adj. involving doing something jointly or working with others to achieve a common
goal

87. The building was _________ in the fire and had to be rebuilt.

v. to ruin or damage severely or completely; to eradicate or eliminate completely

ANSWERS: 80. circus, 81. extinct, 82. homosexual, 83. implant, 84. ensued, 85.
dally, 86. cooperative, 87. destroyed
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88. The author discovered that the __________ had inserted several unique
interpretations into his book.

n. a person whose job is restating written messages from one language to
another

89. The _______ between the two buildings carried water and electricity.

n. a channel, pipe, or tube that is used to direct the flow of fluids or other material
from one place to another; figuratively, a means of communication or channel
for transmitting information, ideas, or concepts

90. There was a ____ about the broken vase, but it was quickly forgotten.

n. a state of agitation or excitement; an angry disturbance

91. The building makes a remarkable ______ impact.

adj. relating to seeing or sight

92. The police escorted the prisoner to the ____.

n. a facility where criminals are kept to be punished for their crimes; a prison

93. The third _______ was far more successful.

n. an act or effort of trying to do something, especially something difficult

94. The ___________ stained glass windows depicted scenes from the Bible.

n. the main Christian church of a bishop's diocese, which is often the largest and
most important church in the area

95. The scandal will _____ his reputation for years to come.

v. to damage or spoil the quality or integrity of something, particularly through
association with a negative or undesirable influence or element

ANSWERS: 88. translator, 89. conduit, 90. fuss, 91. visual, 92. jail, 93. attempt, 94.
cathedral's, 95. taint
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96. The choice between bureaucracy and adhocracy represents a common
_______.

n. a situation in which a difficult choice has to be made between two or more
options, especially that are equally unfavorable ones

97. When making arrests, police officers frequently ______ excessive force.

v. to give somebody a job and pay them for it; to make use of

98. She found a paint _____ on the wall and realized it was time to repaint the room.

n. a small, thin piece or layer of something, often with a flat or irregular shape; a
person who is unreliable or inconsistent

99. She explained the _____________ surrounding the accident.

n. the specific conditions or events that surround a particular situation or
occurrence

100. The ________ palace was built in the 18th century.

adj. very impressive or beautiful; magnificent

101. Babies heavily ____ on others for food.

v. to require a specific thing or the assistance and support of someone or
something to continue, run properly, or succeed.

102. After months of job searching, he felt ________ and unsure of his future.

adj. having no hope; despairing; having no chance of success

103. She ___________ the money from her savings account to her checking account.

v. to move, pass, or change from one person, place, or situation to another

ANSWERS: 96. dilemma, 97. employ, 98. flake, 99. circumstances, 100. splendid,
101. rely, 102. hopeless, 103. transferred
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104. We carefully examine each __________ transaction report we receive.

adj. making you feel that someone has done something wrong, illegal, or dishonest
without any evidence

105. The teacher asked me to rub out the __________.

n. a large board made of a smooth, usually dark-colored slate attached to a wall
used by teachers in schools for writing on with chalk

106. We want to __________ a schedule for the investigation.

v. to bring the different parts of the activity and the people into an organized,
ordered, or efficient relationship; (adjective) of equal importance, rank, or
degree

107. The city _____ with traffic on holiday.

v. to be abuzz; to move in large numbers; to fall heavily

108. My remote ________ immigrated to the United States from Ireland in the 1800s.

n. a person from whom one is descended; a forefather

109. The young prince will soon ______ the throne.

v. to consume all of someone's space, attention, or time

110. He does not ______ importance to these rumors.

v. to fasten, join, or connect one thing to another

111. He was so ________ that he thought he was always right.

adj. having or revealing an exaggerated sense of one's importance or abilities

112. The ___________ of getting the disease will drastically increase.

n. a chance that something may happen or be true

ANSWERS: 104. suspicious, 105. blackboard, 106. coordinate, 107. teems, 108.
ancestor, 109. occupy, 110. attach, 111. arrogant, 112. possibility
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113. The ________ risotto was delicious, but I couldn't identify all the mushrooms in
it.

n. a type of fungus that grows on dead or decaying organic matter and typically
has a stalk and an umbrella-shaped cap

114. He had undergone heart _______ years before.

n. medical treatment of injuries or diseases involving an incision with instruments
and often removing or replacing some parts of the body; the branch of medical
science that treats disease or injury by operative procedures

115. The juice has a ________ taste.

adj. odd and uncommon, sometimes in an unpleasant way

116. _________ the text from Italian into English.

v. to convert or change words into another language

117. The company divided the tasks into ________ segments to increase efficiency.

adj. separate and distinct; not continuous; individually distinguishable

118. The prime minister canceled visits to other countries to resolve ________
disputes.

adj. of or relating to the inside of something

119. Her response revealed __________ idiocy.

adj. unbelievable; enormous

120. The ____ of the novel centers around a group of friends who uncover a
conspiracy to control the world's water supply.

n. a secret plan or scheme to achieve a specific goal; the plan or main story of a
literary work; (verb) to plan secretly, usually something illegal

ANSWERS: 113. mushroom, 114. surgery, 115. peculiar, 116. Translate, 117.
discrete, 118. internal, 119. incredible, 120. plot
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121. The government should do more to _______ sustainable agribusiness.

v. to encourage or persuade people to like, buy, use, do, or support something; to
raise someone to a higher position or rank

122. She had a master's degree in __________.

n. the scientific study of mind and behavior

123. The animal was ________ in a small cage.

v. to restrict the movement of someone or something

124. That incident led to his _________.

n. the condition of being alone or lonely; the act or state of separation between
persons or groups

125. The interviewer asked him to speak into the __________.

n. a device that converts sound into an electrical signal used for recording sounds
or making the voice louder

126. The birds live in tropical forests, __________ and arid semi-desert
environments.

n. a mixed forest and grassland ecosystem where the trees are far enough apart
that the canopy doesn't close

127. The satellite sends _________ data back to Earth to help scientists study the
atmosphere.

n. the process of collecting and transmitting data from remote or inaccessible
sources using wireless or other communication means, usually for monitoring
or control purposes

128. Anesthetize the gum before __________ the teeth.

n. a short passage taken from a book, piece of music, etc.; a substance obtained
from something through a specific process; (verb) to obtain from something or
to remove something by effort or force

ANSWERS: 121. promote, 122. psychology, 123. confined, 124. isolation, 125.
microphone, 126. savannahs, 127. telemetry, 128. extracting
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129. Despite his best efforts, he was unable to ______ the enemy.

v. to win against somebody in a fight, war, or attempt

130. The salesperson used a special offer to ____ customers into buying the product.

v. to tempt or persuade someone to do something

131. He finally decided to ________ problems directly.

v. to face, meet or deal with a problem or difficult situation or person

132. Poverty is not a reproach; however, _____ is.

n. the act of taking anything from someone or somewhere unlawfully; stealing

133. She intends to ______ a political career.

v. to do something or attempt to attain something over time; to follow or seek
someone or something, especially in trying to catch them

134. They study the _________ of the universe.

n. a gradual process of transformation of living things

135. The areas of ____________ and psychology are significantly related to one
another.

n. the scientific study of humanity, concerned with human behavior, human
biology, cultures, societies, and linguistics in both the present and past,
including past human species

136. The house was infested with ________ and required extensive repairs.

n. a small, pale social insect that feeds on wood and can cause significant
damage to wooden structures and furniture

ANSWERS: 129. defeat, 130. lure, 131. confront, 132. theft, 133. pursue, 134.
evolution, 135. anthropology, 136. termites
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137. His cheeks looked _____ after he overate junk food.

adj. swollen or distended, especially with air or gas;

138. She is searching for a _________ residence.

adj. lasting for a long time without essential change

139. The artwork was criticized for its __________ theme that undermined religious
beliefs.

adj. intended to undermine or overthrow a system, authority, or established order
through an intentional effort to cause disruption or to challenge the existing
norms or beliefs; (noun) a person or thing intended to undermine the power or
authority of an established system or institution

140. In his speech, he quoted a passage from a well-known _____.

n. a short story, often with animal characters, that teaches a general truth or a
moral lesson

141. I need to sew a _____ onto my jeans that ripped.

n. a small piece of material or fabric used to repair or reinforce a tear, hole, or
damaged area; a small plot of land used for cultivation or a specific purpose

142. She's a ___________ pet owner who ensures her dog gets enough exercise and
a healthy diet.

adj. answerable or accountable for something within one's power, control, or
management

143. There was a disturbance of ______ function.

adj. of or relating to a nerve or the nervous system that includes the brain

144. Her remarks ________ the debate.

v. to mistake one thing for another; to make somebody hard to understand

ANSWERS: 137. puffy, 138. permanent, 139. subversive, 140. fable, 141. patch, 142.
responsible, 143. neural, 144. confused
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145. Newspapers were subjected to __________ a few days later.

n. the act or process of suppression or restriction of any portions of books, films,
news, etc. that are judged obscene, politically unacceptable, or a threat to
security

146. The body of his car has a _____ finish.

adj. having a surface without a shine, luster; non-glossy

147. His vain _______ made it difficult for him to work well with others.

n. an excessively high opinion of oneself; self-importance

148. That car has a low environmental ______.

n. a duty, responsibility, etc. that is oppressive or worrisome; a load, typically a
heavy one that is difficult to carry

149. Students have loved this textbook for many years as a biology _____.

n. the sacred writings of the Christian religions, consisting of the Old and New
Testaments; a book regarded as authoritative in its field

150. Our country's eastern border is around _________ forty degrees east.

n. the angular distance between a point on any meridian and the prime meridian
at Greenwich

151. The workers were able to _____ the tent in just a few minutes.

v. to construct or build something; to cause to rise; (adjective) upright or vertical

152. Six _____ are awaiting trial or verdict.

n. a set of clothes that are made from the same material; a claim or complaint that
a person or organization can file in court against another party; (verb) to be fit
or acceptable for

ANSWERS: 145. censorship, 146. matte, 147. conceit, 148. burden, 149. bible, 150.
longitude, 151. erect, 152. suits
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153. You _____ a bill in the change machine, and the coins pop out.

v. to put something, usually a sharp object, into something; to restrict yourself to
doing or using one certain thing and not change; (noun) a thin piece of wood or
other material

154. He lost the election by ____ votes.

adj. used to emphasize how insignificant or minor someone or something is

155. My friends and I formed a _____ to search for the lost hiker.

n. a group of people who come together for a common purpose, often to pursue
or capture a criminal; a group of people who share a common interest, belief, or
trait

156. ____________ algorithms can find ways to optimize that humans do not
anticipate.

adj. relating to or denoting how living things develop or change from earlier forms

157. He ______ the game so he could win the prize.

v. to prepare or set up something in a certain way, typically in a carefully planned
or fraudulent manner; to equip with sails or masts

158. Understanding protein folding is a vital step in deciphering the _______ code.

adj. of or relating to genes (= parts of the DNA in cells) or the science of genes

159. The two sides argued their points, but the judge ultimately sided with the
________ viewpoint.

n. acting in opposition to what is expected or desired

160. The classroom was a _____ of excitement as the students prepared for their
field trip.

n. a loud noise, typically referring to the confusion of many voices talking at once,
derived from the biblical story of the Tower of Babel, in which God caused
confusion among people by making them speak different languages

ANSWERS: 153. stick, 154. mere, 155. posse, 156. Evolutionary, 157. rigged, 158.
genetic, 159. contrary, 160. babel
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161. The salespeople speak in technical terms to _____ that they are more
knowledgeable than the customer.

v. to indicate the truth or existence of something without referring to it

162. The troops _______ shoulder-to-shoulder.

v. to walk militarily with stiff, regular steps

163. The terrorist's ________ remains unknown.

n. the fact of being who or what somebody or something is; the features,
emotions, or ideas that distinguish persons from one another

164. Their headquarters are in a ______ skyscraper.

adj. of or belonging to the present time or recent times

165. We immediately rejected his ______ suggestion.

adj. ridiculously silly, unreasonable, or illogical

166. I accidentally ____________ on a confidential meeting last week.

v. to listen to someone else's conversation without their knowledge or permission

167. Every human is responsible for taking care of the Earth's ___________.

n. the natural world such as air, water, and land in which humans, animals, and
plants live

168. Her research team made an important _________.

n. the act or process of finding information, a place, or an object, or learning about
something that was previously not known

169. It was the ______ of a dinosaur tooth.

n. any preserved remains, impression, or trace of any once-living thing that has
become hard and turned into rock

ANSWERS: 161. imply, 162. marched, 163. identity, 164. modern, 165. absurd, 166.
eavesdropped, 167. environment, 168. discovery, 169. fossil
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170. The company has made great strides in its ___________ toward sustainability.

n. the act or process of changing to the next stage or phase or moving forward

171. They had to ______ a system that did not depend on fossil fuels.

v. to come up with an idea, plan, theory, etc., using your intelligence or
imagination

172. The __________ seating was filled with people waiting for the concert to begin.

n. a room or building used for concerts, plays, or other public performances

173. ____________ of fuel discounts is common practice among many retailers.

n. an amount of something obtained via natural growth or addition

174. The Chinese word for ______ comprises two characters, one for danger and the
other for opportunity.

n. a time of great disagreement, confusion, or danger when problems must be
resolved or critical decisions must be taken

175. We _______ our mining resources to strengthen our national power.

v. to make full use of and gain an advantage from resources, opportunities, etc.

176. It's important to _________ your strengths and weaknesses.

v. to acknowledge or realize something or someone; to identify, remember, or
become aware of something that was previously known or encountered

177. We want to _______ ties between our two countries.

v. to make or become better

178. ___________ robots that can cooperate with humans have limited motor output
for safety.

adj. having the capacity for thought and reason, especially to a high degree

ANSWERS: 170. progression, 171. devise, 172. auditorium, 173. Accumulation, 174.
crisis, 175. exploit, 176. recognize, 177. improve, 178. Intelligent
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179. The bookcase was _______ against the wall.

adj. perpendicular to a horizontal surface or line; (adverb) in a vertical position

180. The ________ camera revealed a hidden image on the surface.

adj. relating to or denoting electromagnetic radiation with a wavelength just longer
than that of red light but shorter than that of microwave radiation, used for
sensing heat and for remote control

181. I need to ________ my car regularly to prevent any major mechanical issues.

v. to continue to uphold or sustain; to keep in a particular state or condition; to
assert or declare something to be true

182. I need to ______ the faulty electrical system in my house to prevent a fire.

v. to replace or repair the wiring of something, especially an electrical system; to
make significant changes in one's thoughts or behavior patterns

183. The different species can _______ in the same ecosystem by filling different
niches and using different resources.

v. to live or exist together at the same time in the same place

184. With careful planning and hard work, she was able to _______ in her new
business venture.

v. to be successful or thriving, especially financially; to grow and develop well; to
flourish

185. This accident was something that happened ___________.

adv. in an essential manner; in such a way as could not be otherwise

186. Do you know the _______ of the population in Hong Kong?

n. the quality of compactness of a substance

ANSWERS: 179. upright, 180. infrared, 181. maintain, 182. rewire, 183. coexist, 184.
prosper, 185. necessarily, 186. density
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187. He used an __ to chop the firewood for the campfire.

n. a tool with a metal blade that is usually attached to a wooden handle and is
used for chopping wood or other materials

188. The vegetarian burger was an __________ that quickly spread to the United
Kingdom.

n. the creation of a new device or process resulting from study and
experimentation

189. Many zoos have __________ exhibits, allowing visitors to observe these
intelligent primates up close.

n. a small, very intelligent ape found in west and central Africa with black or brown
fur

190. My father's death ___________ my life completely.

v. to change in outward structure or looks;

191. He continues to ________ in prison.

v. (of a person, animal, or plant) to lose vigor, health, or flesh; to be forced to exist
in an unpleasant or unwanted situation or place, often for a long time

192. All the supervisor has to do is assign tasks that make his subordinates more
________.

adj. relating to or involving the use of skill and original and unusual ideas to create
something

193. He has a flair for ___________.

n. the science dealing with the logic of quantities, shapes, spaces, and
arrangement

ANSWERS: 187. ax, 188. innovation, 189. chimpanzee, 190. transformed, 191.
languish, 192. creative, 193. mathematics
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194. The chairperson _______ him the right to speak.

v. to agree to give or allow somebody

195. The election was a __________ success for the Whigs.

adj. worthy of attention because unusual or special

196. This jigsaw ______ is challenging because there are no pictures.

n. a situation that is difficult to follow or solve; a game, problem, or toy that tests a
person's ingenuity or knowledge; (verb) to cause someone to feel confused
because of something difficult to understand

197. The team had to _________ to complete the project on time.

v. to work together with one or more people or organizations to achieve a goal

198. It is a basic instinct to ____ from a dangerous situation.

v. to leave by running away, especially out of fear or danger

199. Companies often _____ their shares to lower the stock price and encourage
investors to buy.

v. to divide, or to make something divide into two or more parts, especially along
a particular line

200. He is more concerned about the __________ of his body fat than usual because
of an upcoming bodybuilding competition.

n. a part, share, or amount of something considered in comparative relation to a
whole

201. Some kinds of machine learning models show an _______ to how people learn.

n. a comparison between similar things that have similar aspects, often used to
help explain a principle or concept

ANSWERS: 194. granted, 195. remarkable, 196. puzzle, 197. cooperate, 198. flee,
199. split, 200. proportion, 201. analogy
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202. The athlete's ______ resulted in him underestimating his competition and losing
the game.

n. excessive pride, arrogance, or overconfidence, often leading to someone's
downfall or ruin

203. One ___________ of success is having a positive attitude and a strong work
ethic.

n. a factor, circumstance, or condition that contributes to the shaping, influencing,
or determining of a particular outcome or result

204. The trade _____ remained adamant about its demands.

n. a group of employees who have banded together to advocate for their rights
and better their working conditions; the act or the state of joining together or
being joined together

205. The European Central Bank is Europe's __________ of the Federal Reserve.

n. having the same value, quality, meaning, purpose, etc.

206. I'm prepared to _________ challenges throughout this adventure.

v. to face something, particularly something unpleasant or difficult, while
attempting to do something else; to meet, especially unexpectedly

207. The ________ partially destroyed my vehicle.

n. an unfortunate event, especially one causing damage or injury

208. We bought a Spanish ______ book.

n. a group of words that mean something specific when used together

209. Most countries prohibit sexual activity between certain close _________.

adj. considered and evaluated through comparison with something else

ANSWERS: 202. hubris, 203. determinant, 204. union, 205. equivalent, 206.
encounter, 207. accident, 208. phrase, 209. relatives
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210. After a heated argument during the football match, a _______ broke out between
two fans.

n. a short, confused fight or struggle, usually involving a small number of people;
a disorderly or noisy quarrel or altercation

211. I attempted to ____ him, but he ignored me.

v. to make someone aware of potential danger or difficulty, particularly one that
may occur in the future

212. They are planning to _______ the house after the fire.

v. to build again or anew

213. The company's latest ___________ of a rival firm has dramatically expanded its
market share.

n. the act of getting something, usually through purchase, negotiation, or effort

214. Many people go on a _______ to recharge and reconnect with themselves.

n. the act of moving back or withdrawing from a position or situation; a period of
rest or relaxation away from work or everyday life

215. Both forts were subject to _________ attacks.

adj. happening or done without delay or occurring shortly after something else

216. He cannot ______ a holiday.

v. to have enough money or time to be able to buy or do something

217. My sister and I frequently ________ books, as we love reading.

v. to give something and receive something else in return, often with the
implication that the items being traded are of equal or comparable value; (noun)
the act of giving or taking something in return for something else; a place or
system where goods or services can be bought, sold, or traded

ANSWERS: 210. scuffle, 211. warn, 212. rebuild, 213. acquisition, 214. retreat, 215.
immediate, 216. afford, 217. exchange
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218. The _______ waves crashed against the shore, creating a mesmerizing sight.

adj. relating to or characteristic of the ocean or its inhabitants; having to do with the
vast expanse of saltwater that covers most of the Earth's surface

219. He performed _____ tricks with sophisticated moves.

n. beliefs and actions employed to influence supernatural beings and forces; any
art or performance that invokes supernatural powers

220. The truth was more _______ than expected.

adj. very strange or unusual

221. He has ___________ his wealth through real estate investments.

v. to collect or acquire a large number of things over a long period of time

ANSWERS: 218. oceanic, 219. magic, 220. bizarre, 221. accumulated
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