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Session 1: Word List
intern v. to put someone in prison, especially for political or

military reasons; (noun) a student or trainee who works,
sometimes for free, to get work experience or to fulfill
qualification criteria

synonym : apprentice, trainee, student

(1) intern civilians, (2) medical intern

The navy interned ships of defeated nations.

sham n. something that is not as good or true as it seems to be
and is intended to deceive people; a person who
pretends to be something they are not

synonym : bogus, counterfeit, fraudulent

(1) a sham battle, (2) turn out to be all sham

The data he prepared was completely sham.

intimacy n. close familiarity or friendship; a close, familiar, and
usually affectionate or loving personal relationship with
another person

synonym : closeness, familiarity, nearness

(1) on terms of intimacy, (2) build intimacy

They were looking for intimacy in their relationship and
wanted to be close to each other.
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consciously adv. with awareness; in a deliberate manner
synonym : intentionally, deliberately, knowingly

(1) consciously aware of a problem, (2) act consciously

He consciously criticizes her in the publicity.

Catholic adj. universal and including many different types of things;
related to or associated with the part of the Christian
Church that has the Pope as its leader

(1) catholic in his tastes, (2) the Catholic Church

Sociologists are now interested in catholic world peace.

indulge v. to allow oneself or another person to have or enjoy
something, especially something that is considered to be
a luxury or treat

synonym : pamper, gratify, entertain

(1) indulge in debauchery, (2) indulge children

She indulged in a warm bath after a long day at work.

sanctity n. the quality of being sacred, holy, or blessed; the state of
being pure, untainted, or inviolable; the ultimate
importance or reverence attributed to something

synonym : holiness, sacredness, purity

(1) sanctity of life, (2) violate the sanctity

The sanctity of human life is a fundamental principle of many
religions.

appease v. to pacify or soothe someone, usually by agreeing to their
demands or requests; to calm someone's anger or
anxiety

synonym : pacify, calm, soothe

(1) appease hunger, (2) appease her fears

The manager tried to appease the angry customer by
offering them a refund.

Christ n. the man that Christians believe is the prophet and the
son of God, and whose life and sermons form the basis
for Christianity
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synonym : Savior, Jesus Christ, Jesus

(1) teaching of Christ, (2) before Christ

Christmas is the day to celebrate the birth of Christ.

affirmation n. a statement declaring something to be true strongly
synonym : confirmation, validation, endorsement

(1) self- affirmation, (2) statement of affirmation

The affirmation from her boss gave her the confidence she
needed to move forward with her project.

wrench v. to pull or twist something suddenly or violently
synonym : twist, turn, bend

(1) wrench off the lock, (2) wrench my back

A deep sigh was wrenched from his chest.

guillotine n. a machine or device used for beheading, typically
consisting of a tall upright frame with a suspended
angled blade that is released to fall and sever the
victim's head from their body; a method or process that
produces swift and decisive action or change

synonym : decapitator, chopper

(1) guillotine blade, (2) metal guillotine

Due to budget constraints, the department was under a
financial guillotine, making it necessary to reduce spending
drastically.

noose n. a loop or knot, typically made of rope, used for hanging
or executing a person or animal; a trap or snare in which
the neck catches the prey

synonym : loop, snare, halter

(1) noose knot, (2) hangman's noose

The criminal was caught in the noose of the law and faced
severe consequences for their actions.

indecision n. the inability to make a decision; a state of uncertainty or
hesitation

synonym : hesitation, vacillation, ambivalence
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(1) indecision syndrome, (2) career indecision

The manager's indecision caused delays in the project.

bravery n. courage in the face of danger
synonym : courage, valor, heroism

(1) bravery against the enemy, (2) bravery under fire

His bravery in the face of danger saved the lives of his
comrades.

brilliance n. the quality of being very clever or talented; the quality of
being very bright or shining

synonym : splendor, glory, luster

(1) brilliance of diamond, (2) economic brilliance

The scientist's brilliance led to many groundbreaking
discoveries in his field.

transcendentalism n. a philosophical and literary movement of the mid-19th
century that emphasized the spiritual and intuitive over
the empirical and rational; valued individualism,
nonconformity, and a connection with nature; prominent
figures included Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David
Thoreau

synonym : mysticism, spirituality

(1) modern transcendentalism, (2) transcendentalism
movement

The belief in individualism was a cornerstone of
transcendentalism philosophy.

tuck v. to push a stray piece of clothing or material into a
particular area or position, especially to make it more
orderly or comfortable

synonym : insert, wrap, pinch

(1) tuck a baby in the blanket, (2) tuck into another
cigarette

You should tuck your shirt into your trousers.
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soapbox n. a makeshift platform or podium, typically one that is
improvised in a public place, used for making impromptu
speeches or for expressing opinions on various topics;
(verb) to express one's opinions or deliver a speech in a
passionate, forceful, or assertive manner

synonym : platform, podium, soap opera

(1) soapbox about climate change, (2) get on a soapbox

The politician climbed onto his soapbox and began his
campaign speech.
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Session 2: Spelling

1. no__e knot n. a loop or knot, typically made of rope,
used for hanging or executing a person
or animal; a trap or snare in which the
neck catches the prey

2. medical in___n v. to put someone in prison, especially for
political or military reasons; (noun) a
student or trainee who works,
sometimes for free, to get work
experience or to fulfill qualification
criteria

3. act con______ly adv. with awareness; in a deliberate manner

4. violate the sa____ty n. the quality of being sacred, holy, or
blessed; the state of being pure,
untainted, or inviolable; the ultimate
importance or reverence attributed to
something

5. sa____ty of life n. the quality of being sacred, holy, or
blessed; the state of being pure,
untainted, or inviolable; the ultimate
importance or reverence attributed to
something

6. career ind_____on n. the inability to make a decision; a state
of uncertainty or hesitation

7. on terms of in____cy n. close familiarity or friendship; a close,
familiar, and usually affectionate or
loving personal relationship with
another person

ANSWERS: 1. noose, 2. intern, 3. consciously, 4. sanctity, 5. sanctity, 6. indecision,
7. intimacy
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8. ap____e hunger v. to pacify or soothe someone, usually by
agreeing to their demands or requests;
to calm someone's anger or anxiety

9. hangman's no__e n. a loop or knot, typically made of rope,
used for hanging or executing a person
or animal; a trap or snare in which the
neck catches the prey

10. br____y against the enemy n. courage in the face of danger

11. so____x about climate change n. a makeshift platform or podium,
typically one that is improvised in a
public place, used for making
impromptu speeches or for expressing
opinions on various topics; (verb) to
express one's opinions or deliver a
speech in a passionate, forceful, or
assertive manner

12. economic bri_____ce n. the quality of being very clever or
talented; the quality of being very bright
or shining

13. build in____cy n. close familiarity or friendship; a close,
familiar, and usually affectionate or
loving personal relationship with
another person

14. bri_____ce of diamond n. the quality of being very clever or
talented; the quality of being very bright
or shining

15. wr___h off the lock v. to pull or twist something suddenly or
violently

16. a s__m battle n. something that is not as good or true as
it seems to be and is intended to
deceive people; a person who pretends
to be something they are not

ANSWERS: 8. appease, 9. noose, 10. bravery, 11. soapbox, 12. brilliance, 13.
intimacy, 14. brilliance, 15. wrench, 16. sham
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17. before Ch___t n. the man that Christians believe is the
prophet and the son of God, and whose
life and sermons form the basis for
Christianity

18. wr___h my back v. to pull or twist something suddenly or
violently

19. br____y under fire n. courage in the face of danger

20. in____e in debauchery v. to allow oneself or another person to
have or enjoy something, especially
something that is considered to be a
luxury or treat

21. modern tra___________ism n. a philosophical and literary movement
of the mid-19th century that
emphasized the spiritual and intuitive
over the empirical and rational; valued
individualism, nonconformity, and a
connection with nature; prominent
figures included Ralph Waldo Emerson
and Henry David Thoreau

22. teaching of Ch___t n. the man that Christians believe is the
prophet and the son of God, and whose
life and sermons form the basis for
Christianity

23. gui_____ne blade n. a machine or device used for
beheading, typically consisting of a tall
upright frame with a suspended angled
blade that is released to fall and sever
the victim's head from their body; a
method or process that produces swift
and decisive action or change

ANSWERS: 17. Christ, 18. wrench, 19. bravery, 20. indulge, 21. transcendentalism,
22. Christ, 23. guillotine
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24. in____e children v. to allow oneself or another person to
have or enjoy something, especially
something that is considered to be a
luxury or treat

25. in___n civilians v. to put someone in prison, especially for
political or military reasons; (noun) a
student or trainee who works,
sometimes for free, to get work
experience or to fulfill qualification
criteria

26. self-aff______on n. a statement declaring something to be
true strongly

27. ind_____on syndrome n. the inability to make a decision; a state
of uncertainty or hesitation

28. get on a so____x n. a makeshift platform or podium,
typically one that is improvised in a
public place, used for making
impromptu speeches or for expressing
opinions on various topics; (verb) to
express one's opinions or deliver a
speech in a passionate, forceful, or
assertive manner

29. ca____ic in his tastes adj. universal and including many different
types of things; related to or associated
with the part of the Christian Church
that has the Pope as its leader

30. metal gui_____ne n. a machine or device used for
beheading, typically consisting of a tall
upright frame with a suspended angled
blade that is released to fall and sever
the victim's head from their body; a
method or process that produces swift
and decisive action or change

ANSWERS: 24. indulge, 25. intern, 26. affirmation, 27. indecision, 28. soapbox, 29.
Catholic, 30. guillotine
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31. ap____e her fears v. to pacify or soothe someone, usually by
agreeing to their demands or requests;
to calm someone's anger or anxiety

32. t__k into another cigarette v. to push a stray piece of clothing or
material into a particular area or
position, especially to make it more
orderly or comfortable

33. the Ca____ic Church adj. universal and including many different
types of things; related to or associated
with the part of the Christian Church
that has the Pope as its leader

34. con______ly aware of a problem adv. with awareness; in a deliberate manner

35. tra___________ism movement n. a philosophical and literary movement
of the mid-19th century that
emphasized the spiritual and intuitive
over the empirical and rational; valued
individualism, nonconformity, and a
connection with nature; prominent
figures included Ralph Waldo Emerson
and Henry David Thoreau

36. t__k a baby in the blanket v. to push a stray piece of clothing or
material into a particular area or
position, especially to make it more
orderly or comfortable

37. turn out to be all s__m n. something that is not as good or true as
it seems to be and is intended to
deceive people; a person who pretends
to be something they are not

38. statement of aff______on n. a statement declaring something to be
true strongly

ANSWERS: 31. appease, 32. tuck, 33. Catholic, 34. consciously, 35.
transcendentalism, 36. tuck, 37. sham, 38. affirmation
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ANSWERS: 
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Session 3: Fill in the Blanks

1. The scientist's __________ led to many groundbreaking discoveries in his field.

n. the quality of being very clever or talented; the quality of being very bright or
shining

2. The data he prepared was completely ____.

n. something that is not as good or true as it seems to be and is intended to
deceive people; a person who pretends to be something they are not

3. The manager tried to _______ the angry customer by offering them a refund.

v. to pacify or soothe someone, usually by agreeing to their demands or requests;
to calm someone's anger or anxiety

4. Due to budget constraints, the department was under a financial ___________
making it necessary to reduce spending drastically.

n. a machine or device used for beheading, typically consisting of a tall upright
frame with a suspended angled blade that is released to fall and sever the
victim's head from their body; a method or process that produces swift and
decisive action or change

5. Sociologists are now interested in ________ world peace.

adj. universal and including many different types of things; related to or associated
with the part of the Christian Church that has the Pope as its leader

6. The manager's __________ caused delays in the project.

n. the inability to make a decision; a state of uncertainty or hesitation

7. A deep sigh was ________ from his chest.

v. to pull or twist something suddenly or violently

ANSWERS: 1. brilliance, 2. sham, 3. appease, 4. guillotine, 5. catholic, 6. indecision,
7. wrenched
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8. The politician climbed onto his _______ and began his campaign speech.

n. a makeshift platform or podium, typically one that is improvised in a public
place, used for making impromptu speeches or for expressing opinions on
various topics; (verb) to express one's opinions or deliver a speech in a
passionate, forceful, or assertive manner

9. The belief in individualism was a cornerstone of _________________
philosophy.

n. a philosophical and literary movement of the mid-19th century that emphasized
the spiritual and intuitive over the empirical and rational; valued individualism,
nonconformity, and a connection with nature; prominent figures included Ralph
Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau

10. She ________ in a warm bath after a long day at work.

v. to allow oneself or another person to have or enjoy something, especially
something that is considered to be a luxury or treat

11. He ___________ criticizes her in the publicity.

adv. with awareness; in a deliberate manner

12. The criminal was caught in the _____ of the law and faced severe consequences
for their actions.

n. a loop or knot, typically made of rope, used for hanging or executing a person
or animal; a trap or snare in which the neck catches the prey

13. The ________ of human life is a fundamental principle of many religions.

n. the quality of being sacred, holy, or blessed; the state of being pure, untainted,
or inviolable; the ultimate importance or reverence attributed to something

14. The ___________ from her boss gave her the confidence she needed to move
forward with her project.

n. a statement declaring something to be true strongly

ANSWERS: 8. soapbox, 9. transcendentalism, 10. indulged, 11. consciously, 12.
noose, 13. sanctity, 14. affirmation

Page 13 / 14



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Clint Smith: The danger of silence | TED Talk" (19 words)

15. _________ is the day to celebrate the birth of Christ.

n. the man that Christians believe is the prophet and the son of God, and whose
life and sermons form the basis for Christianity

16. The navy ________ ships of defeated nations.

v. to put someone in prison, especially for political or military reasons; (noun) a
student or trainee who works, sometimes for free, to get work experience or to
fulfill qualification criteria

17. His _______ in the face of danger saved the lives of his comrades.

n. courage in the face of danger

18. You should ____ your shirt into your trousers.

v. to push a stray piece of clothing or material into a particular area or position,
especially to make it more orderly or comfortable

19. They were looking for ________ in their relationship and wanted to be close to
each other.

n. close familiarity or friendship; a close, familiar, and usually affectionate or
loving personal relationship with another person

ANSWERS: 15. Christmas, 16. interned, 17. bravery, 18. tuck, 19. intimacy
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