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Session 1: Word List
determinant n. a factor, circumstance, or condition that contributes to

the shaping, influencing, or determining of a particular
outcome or result

synonym : cause, factor, element

(1) environmental determinant, (2) a determinant of crop
yields

One determinant of success is having a positive attitude and
a strong work ethic.

pneumonia n. an infection or inflammation of the lungs, typically
caused by bacteria, viruses, or other microorganisms

synonym : lung infection, bronchitis

(1) bacterial pneumonia, (2) viral pneumonia

She was hospitalized with a severe case of pneumonia.

trachoma n. an infectious eye disease caused by bacteria,
characterized by inflammation, irritation, and scarring of
the eye tissues and, if left untreated, can lead to
blindness

(1) trachoma infection, (2) trachoma prevention

The World Health Organization has launched a global
campaign to eliminate trachoma by 2020.
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cholera n. a severe infectious disease that causes acute diarrhea,
vomiting, and dehydration, often resulting in a rapid and
dangerous loss of body fluids and electrolytes

synonym : infectious disease, epidemic, plague

(1) cholera toxin, (2) cholera epidemic

The outbreak of cholera was a major health crisis in the 19th
century.

Ebola n. a highly contagious and often fatal viral disease that
causes severe fever and internal bleeding, primarily
occurring in remote areas of Central and West Africa

synonym : viral hemorrhagic fever, EVD

(1) Ebola epidemic, (2) Ebola virus

The Ebola outbreak in West Africa caused widespread panic
and fear.

jumbo n. an extremely large or heavy object; an African elephant
that was exhibited in a circus in the late 19th century
and early 20th century and became widely known as
"Jumbo"

synonym : elephantine, mammoth, giant

(1) jumbo jet, (2) jumbo shrimp

I need to buy a jumbo-sized bag of dog food for my
large-breed puppy.

stubborn adj. refusing to change one's mind or behavior despite
persuasion or evidence to the contrary; unyielding;
difficult to move or change

synonym : persistent, obstinate, determined

(1) stubborn attitude, (2) stubborn stains

He was so stubborn about his beliefs that he refused to
listen to any other points of view.

pandemic n. an outbreak of a disease that affects many people over
a very wide area

synonym : outbreak

(1) flu pandemic, (2) global pandemic

Page 2 / 8



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Myriam Sidibe: The simple power of hand-washing | TED Talk" (11 words)

They fear a pandemic of a new type of virus.

medicinal adj. of or relating to the treatment or cure of disease
synonym : curative, therapeutic, healing

(1) medicinal chemistry, (2) traditional medicinal

The medicinal properties of this herb have been known to
help with various ailments.

equate v. to consider or describe one thing as similar, equal, or
analogous

synonym : associate, liken, relate

(1) equate mistakes with failure, (2) equate to legal
responsibility

It isn't very reasonable to equate money with happiness.

nurture v. to take care of, feed, and protect someone or something
while they are growing and developing

synonym : boost, cultivate, enable

(1) nurture love, (2) nurture his talents

Schools should nurture children's mutual interest spirit.
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Session 2: Spelling

1. environmental det______nt n. a factor, circumstance, or condition that
contributes to the shaping, influencing,
or determining of a particular outcome
or result

2. me_____al chemistry adj. of or relating to the treatment or cure of
disease

3. global pa____ic n. an outbreak of a disease that affects
many people over a very wide area

4. st____rn attitude adj. refusing to change one's mind or
behavior despite persuasion or
evidence to the contrary; unyielding;
difficult to move or change

5. viral pn_____ia n. an infection or inflammation of the
lungs, typically caused by bacteria,
viruses, or other microorganisms

6. traditional me_____al adj. of or relating to the treatment or cure of
disease

7. Eb__a epidemic n. a highly contagious and often fatal viral
disease that causes severe fever and
internal bleeding, primarily occurring in
remote areas of Central and West
Africa

8. nu____e love v. to take care of, feed, and protect
someone or something while they are
growing and developing

9. nu____e his talents v. to take care of, feed, and protect
someone or something while they are
growing and developing

ANSWERS: 1. determinant, 2. medicinal, 3. pandemic, 4. stubborn, 5. pneumonia, 6.
medicinal, 7. Ebola, 8. nurture, 9. nurture
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10. Eb__a virus n. a highly contagious and often fatal viral
disease that causes severe fever and
internal bleeding, primarily occurring in
remote areas of Central and West
Africa

11. eq___e to legal responsibility v. to consider or describe one thing as
similar, equal, or analogous

12. ju__o jet n. an extremely large or heavy object; an
African elephant that was exhibited in a
circus in the late 19th century and early
20th century and became widely known
as "Jumbo"

13. ch____a epidemic n. a severe infectious disease that causes
acute diarrhea, vomiting, and
dehydration, often resulting in a rapid
and dangerous loss of body fluids and
electrolytes

14. a det______nt of crop yields n. a factor, circumstance, or condition that
contributes to the shaping, influencing,
or determining of a particular outcome
or result

15. tr____ma infection n. an infectious eye disease caused by
bacteria, characterized by inflammation,
irritation, and scarring of the eye tissues
and, if left untreated, can lead to
blindness

16. ju__o shrimp n. an extremely large or heavy object; an
African elephant that was exhibited in a
circus in the late 19th century and early
20th century and became widely known
as "Jumbo"

ANSWERS: 10. Ebola, 11. equate, 12. jumbo, 13. cholera, 14. determinant, 15.
trachoma, 16. jumbo
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17. ch____a toxin n. a severe infectious disease that causes
acute diarrhea, vomiting, and
dehydration, often resulting in a rapid
and dangerous loss of body fluids and
electrolytes

18. tr____ma prevention n. an infectious eye disease caused by
bacteria, characterized by inflammation,
irritation, and scarring of the eye tissues
and, if left untreated, can lead to
blindness

19. flu pa____ic n. an outbreak of a disease that affects
many people over a very wide area

20. st____rn stains adj. refusing to change one's mind or
behavior despite persuasion or
evidence to the contrary; unyielding;
difficult to move or change

21. bacterial pn_____ia n. an infection or inflammation of the
lungs, typically caused by bacteria,
viruses, or other microorganisms

22. eq___e mistakes with failure v. to consider or describe one thing as
similar, equal, or analogous

ANSWERS: 17. cholera, 18. trachoma, 19. pandemic, 20. stubborn, 21. pneumonia,
22. equate
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Session 3: Fill in the Blanks

1. He was so ________ about his beliefs that he refused to listen to any other
points of view.

adj. refusing to change one's mind or behavior despite persuasion or evidence to
the contrary; unyielding; difficult to move or change

2. She was hospitalized with a severe case of _________.

n. an infection or inflammation of the lungs, typically caused by bacteria, viruses,
or other microorganisms

3. They fear a ________ of a new type of virus.

n. an outbreak of a disease that affects many people over a very wide area

4. The _________ properties of this herb have been known to help with various
ailments.

adj. of or relating to the treatment or cure of disease

5. It isn't very reasonable to ______ money with happiness.

v. to consider or describe one thing as similar, equal, or analogous

6. I need to buy a ___________ bag of dog food for my large-breed puppy.

n. an extremely large or heavy object; an African elephant that was exhibited in a
circus in the late 19th century and early 20th century and became widely known
as "Jumbo"

7. The World Health Organization has launched a global campaign to eliminate
________ by 2020.

n. an infectious eye disease caused by bacteria, characterized by inflammation,
irritation, and scarring of the eye tissues and, if left untreated, can lead to
blindness

ANSWERS: 1. stubborn, 2. pneumonia, 3. pandemic, 4. medicinal, 5. equate, 6.
jumbo-sized, 7. trachoma
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8. The _____ outbreak in West Africa caused widespread panic and fear.

n. a highly contagious and often fatal viral disease that causes severe fever and
internal bleeding, primarily occurring in remote areas of Central and West
Africa

9. The outbreak of _______ was a major health crisis in the 19th century.

n. a severe infectious disease that causes acute diarrhea, vomiting, and
dehydration, often resulting in a rapid and dangerous loss of body fluids and
electrolytes

10. Schools should _______ children's mutual interest spirit.

v. to take care of, feed, and protect someone or something while they are growing
and developing

11. One ___________ of success is having a positive attitude and a strong work
ethic.

n. a factor, circumstance, or condition that contributes to the shaping, influencing,
or determining of a particular outcome or result

ANSWERS: 8. Ebola, 9. cholera, 10. nurture, 11. determinant
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