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Session 1: Word List
script n. a written text of a film, play, broadcast, or speech;

something written by hand
synonym : writing, penmanship, article

(1) a hand script, (2) the script of a play

The archaeologist found a hieratic Egyptian script on a stone
monument.

essentially adv. relating to the essential features or concepts of anything
synonym : fundamentally, basically, virtually

(1) essentially correct, (2) become essentially same

Essentially, a society is an organism.

principle n. a fundamental law or truth that explains or controls how
something happens or works

synonym : rule, creed, code

(1) principle of treatment, (2) principle in business

Efficiency isn't an essential principle here; fairness is.

aesthetic adj. connected with the enjoyment or study of beauty
synonym : beautiful, artistic, esthetic

(1) aesthetic value, (2) aesthetic feeling

My aesthetic standards are quite different from hers.
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complicated adj. involving a lot of different things or parts in a way that is
difficult to understand or analyze

synonym : complex, convoluted, intricate

(1) a complicated process, (2) become increasingly
complicated

He did complicated pen-and-ink drawings in just a few days.

logic n. a way of thinking or reasoning conducted or evaluated
by strict validity principles; the study of correct reasoning
or good arguments

synonym : reasoning, reason, ratiocination

(1) an indisputable logic, (2) a demonstration in logic

There's no logic in his description.

straightforward adj. easy to do or understand, or simple; free from ambiguity
synonym : honest, candid, forthright

(1) straightforward manner, (2) make a straightforward
dash

The defendant gave a straightforward and accurate
description of the accident.

interact v. to communicate or react with somebody
synonym : cooperate, combine, collaborate

(1) interact directly with customers, (2) interact with one
another

He should interact more with his colleagues.

parallel adj. being everywhere equidistant and not intersecting; of or
relating to the simultaneous performance of multiple
operations

synonym : aligned, side-by-side, similar

(1) a parallel case, (2) parallel processing

He walked a road parallel to the railroad.

ax n. a tool with a metal blade that is usually attached to a
wooden handle and is used for chopping wood or other
materials
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synonym : hatchet, chopper, tomahawk

(1) chop wood with an ax, (2) an ax in the toolbox

He used an ax to chop the firewood for the campfire.

axis n. a real or imaginary straight line through a body or figure
around which the object turns; a group of countries in
special alliance

synonym : central, core, pole

(1) vertical axis, (2) a coordinate axis

The earth's axis of rotation is tilted 66.5 degrees to the
ecliptic plane.

pitch n. the property of sound that varies with variation in the
frequency of vibration; the degree of a slope, especially
of a roof; short presentation for selling or sharing
something

synonym : angle, gradient, slope

(1) make a pitch for a new product, (2) a low- pitched
sound

Her voice gradually increased in pitch.

rhythm n. a strong regular repeated pattern of sounds, words, or
musical notes that are used in music, poetry, and
dancing

synonym : beat, cadence, tempo

(1) in samba rhythm, (2) irregular heart rhythm

He beat out a jazz rhythm on the cajones.

instrument n. an object used to make musical sounds, such as a
piano, guitar, or drum; a tool or device used for a
specific activity, particularly in specialist or scientific
work

synonym : apparatus, tool, device

(1) musical instruments, (2) surgical instruments

This electronic instrument is required to undergo periodic
inspections to ensure precision.

Page 3 / 22



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Tim Hansen: How to read music | TED Talk" (39 words)

tradition n. a belief, custom, or way of doing something that has
been passed down from generation to generation within
a group or society

synonym : custom, practice, ritual

(1) a tradition of a culture, (2) against tradition

It is a tradition in many families to have a big Thanksgiving
dinner with all their relatives.

alphabet n. a character set that includes letters and is used to write
a language

synonym : ABC's

(1) letters of an alphabet, (2) an alphabet of manual signs

He strove to memorize the Hebrew alphabet.

represent v. to speak, act, or be present on behalf of another person
or group; to form or constitute

synonym : depict, express, describe

(1) represent by a diagram, (2) the characters that
represent numbers

We elected him to represent us at the international
conference.

separate v. to force, take, or pull apart; mark as different
synonym : disunite, isolate, ramify

(1) separate video into chapter, (2) separate cream from
milk

We need to separate the aspect of his personality from the
part of his competence when making an investment decision.

obvious adj. easy to see, discover or understand
synonym : apparent, conspicuous, evident

(1) obvious reasons, (2) his conclusion was obvious

There are obvious differences between the two
wine-producing regions.
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grand adj. important and large in size, scope, or extent
synonym : impressive, great, ambitious

(1) a grand meal, (2) grand bargain

This year's grand gathering will be held in Canada.

condense v. to reduce the volume or size of something, often by
removing water or other liquid; to make something
shorter, more concise, or more concentrated

synonym : compress, compact, shorten

(1) condense the text, (2) condense water vapor

I need to condense all of my notes into a manageable
summary for my presentation.

clef n. a musical symbol placed at the beginning of a line of
music indicating the pitch of the notes following it

(1) the treble clef, (2) a G clef

She is a singer whose voice lies in the alto clef.

weird adj. extraordinary, unexpected, or difficult to explain
synonym : bizarre, creepy, peculiar

(1) a weird dress, (2) the state of being weird

My computer has been acting weird recently.

refer v. to direct someone's attention, thoughts, or questions to
another source or person; to mention, cite, or allude to
something as evidence or support

synonym : cite, allude, mention

(1) refer to a book, (2) refer to a map

Please refer to the instruction manual for further assistance.

correspond v. to match or be similar to something else almost exactly;
to exchange messages

synonym : match, equate, communicate

(1) correspond to a standard, (2) correspond with a
foreign student

The numbers on the sign correspond to points on the map.
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specific adj. clearly defined or particular to a certain thing or
situation; distinct, explicit, and precise

synonym : particular, definite, distinct

(1) specific instructions, (2) industry- specific regulations

The scientist conducted a study that provided specific details
about the species' behavior.

cheat v. to act dishonestly or unfairly to gain an advantage or to
deceive someone; to break the rules or laws

synonym : deceive, swindle, defraud

(1) cheat on my taxes, (2) cheat in a game

Even though he knew it was wrong, he cheated on the exam.

ledger n. a book or computer program used to keep track of
financial transactions; a collection of records or accounts
kept in such a book or program

synonym : book, register, account

(1) financial ledger, (2) personal ledger

The auditor checked every entry in the ledger for accuracy.

confuse v. to mistake one thing for another; to make somebody
hard to understand

synonym : confound, obscure, disorient

(1) confuse the listener, (2) confuse fantasy with reality

Her remarks confused the debate.

boring adj. lacking interest or excitement; tedious or dull
synonym : dull, tedious, monotonous

(1) boring work, (2) boring day

The lecture was so boring that many people fell asleep.

tick n. a light, sharp, repetitive sound or action; a mark
indicating that something is correct or has been done;
any of two families of small parasitic arachnids with
barbed proboscis

synonym : sound, noise, beat

(1) tick of the clock, (2) tick fever
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I always put a tick mark next to the items on my grocery list
after buying them.

divide v. to separate or cause to separate into parts or groups
synonym : separate, disconnect, split

(1) divide the cake into two pieces, (2) divide money
equally

Can you divide 123321 by eleven?

fragment n. a small piece or part broken off or detached
synonym : piece, shard, segment

(1) fragment of a text, (2) a broken fragment

The archaeologist carefully pieced together the tiny
fragments of pottery found at the dig site.

steady adj. firmly fixed, supported, or balanced; not shaking or
moving

synonym : stable, solid, secure

(1) steady increase, (2) take a steady job

The patient's vital signs are steady, indicating a stable
condition.

quarter n. one of four equal parts; a fourth part or portion
synonym : fourth, one-fourth

(1) a quarter mile, (2) end of the first quarter

The unemployment rate in the first quarter was 2.3
percentage points higher than in the previous.

sect n. a group of people who follow a particular religious or
philosophical belief system, especially one that is
regarded as outside the norm or mainstream

synonym : group, faction, cult

(1) sect beliefs, (2) secret sect

The minority sect believed in a set of unconventional
religious practices.
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stick v. to put something, usually a sharp object, into something;
to restrict yourself to doing or using one certain thing
and not change; (noun) a thin piece of wood or other
material

synonym : pierce, adhere, stay

(1) stick a key in a lock, (2) fire stick

You stick a bill in the change machine, and the coins pop
out.

replace v. to take the place of something
synonym : substitute, supersede, displace

(1) replace one word with another, (2) replace a phone

Eventually, the new design will replace all older models.

patience n. the ability to remain calm and composed in the face of
adversity, delay, or frustration; the capacity to tolerate or
endure difficult or unpleasant situations without
becoming upset or angry

synonym : forbearance, endurance, tolerance

(1) test my patience, (2) show patience

Healing a broken heart requires patience, as it takes time to
heal.
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Session 2: Spelling

1. t__k fever n. a light, sharp, repetitive sound or action;
a mark indicating that something is
correct or has been done; any of two
families of small parasitic arachnids with
barbed proboscis

2. musical ins_____nts n. an object used to make musical sounds,
such as a piano, guitar, or drum; a tool
or device used for a specific activity,
particularly in specialist or scientific
work

3. di___e money equally v. to separate or cause to separate into
parts or groups

4. financial le___r n. a book or computer program used to
keep track of financial transactions; a
collection of records or accounts kept in
such a book or program

5. re____e a phone v. to take the place of something

6. ch__t on my taxes v. to act dishonestly or unfairly to gain an
advantage or to deceive someone; to
break the rules or laws

7. in____ct directly with customers v. to communicate or react with somebody

8. in samba rh___m n. a strong regular repeated pattern of
sounds, words, or musical notes that
are used in music, poetry, and dancing

9. s__t beliefs n. a group of people who follow a
particular religious or philosophical
belief system, especially one that is
regarded as outside the norm or
mainstream

ANSWERS: 1. tick, 2. instrument, 3. divide, 4. ledger, 5. replace, 6. cheat, 7. interact,
8. rhythm, 9. sect

Page 9 / 22



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Tim Hansen: How to read music | TED Talk" (39 words)

10. a hand sc___t n. a written text of a film, play, broadcast,
or speech; something written by hand

11. vertical a__s n. a real or imaginary straight line through
a body or figure around which the object
turns; a group of countries in special
alliance

12. di___e the cake into two pieces v. to separate or cause to separate into
parts or groups

13. cor_____nd with a foreign student v. to match or be similar to something else
almost exactly; to exchange messages

14. st__k a key in a lock v. to put something, usually a sharp
object, into something; to restrict
yourself to doing or using one certain
thing and not change; (noun) a thin
piece of wood or other material

15. sp____ic instructions adj. clearly defined or particular to a certain
thing or situation; distinct, explicit, and
precise

16. a G c__f n. a musical symbol placed at the
beginning of a line of music indicating
the pitch of the notes following it

17. test my pa____ce n. the ability to remain calm and
composed in the face of adversity,
delay, or frustration; the capacity to
tolerate or endure difficult or unpleasant
situations without becoming upset or
angry

18. a qu____r mile n. one of four equal parts; a fourth part or
portion

ANSWERS: 10. script, 11. axis, 12. divide, 13. correspond, 14. stick, 15. specific, 16.
clef, 17. patience, 18. quarter
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19. pa____el processing adj. being everywhere equidistant and not
intersecting; of or relating to the
simultaneous performance of multiple
operations

20. ch__t in a game v. to act dishonestly or unfairly to gain an
advantage or to deceive someone; to
break the rules or laws

21. make a pi__h for a new product n. the property of sound that varies with
variation in the frequency of vibration;
the degree of a slope, especially of a
roof; short presentation for selling or
sharing something

22. a pa____el case adj. being everywhere equidistant and not
intersecting; of or relating to the
simultaneous performance of multiple
operations

23. cor_____nd to a standard v. to match or be similar to something else
almost exactly; to exchange messages

24. a com______ed process adj. involving a lot of different things or parts
in a way that is difficult to understand or
analyze

25. surgical ins_____nts n. an object used to make musical sounds,
such as a piano, guitar, or drum; a tool
or device used for a specific activity,
particularly in specialist or scientific
work

26. co____se the text v. to reduce the volume or size of
something, often by removing water or
other liquid; to make something shorter,
more concise, or more concentrated

ANSWERS: 19. parallel, 20. cheat, 21. pitch, 22. parallel, 23. correspond, 24.
complicated, 25. instrument, 26. condense

Page 11 / 22



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Tim Hansen: How to read music | TED Talk" (39 words)

27. bo___g work adj. lacking interest or excitement; tedious
or dull

28. a gr__d meal adj. important and large in size, scope, or
extent

29. se____te video into chapter v. to force, take, or pull apart; mark as
different

30. re_____nt by a diagram v. to speak, act, or be present on behalf of
another person or group; to form or
constitute

31. the state of being we__d adj. extraordinary, unexpected, or difficult to
explain

32. ae_____ic value adj. connected with the enjoyment or study
of beauty

33. chop wood with an ax n. a tool with a metal blade that is usually
attached to a wooden handle and is
used for chopping wood or other
materials

34. ob____s reasons adj. easy to see, discover or understand

35. pr_____le in business n. a fundamental law or truth that explains
or controls how something happens or
works

36. re____e one word with another v. to take the place of something

37. co____e fantasy with reality v. to mistake one thing for another; to
make somebody hard to understand

38. co____e the listener v. to mistake one thing for another; to
make somebody hard to understand

39. a demonstration in lo__c n. a way of thinking or reasoning
conducted or evaluated by strict validity
principles; the study of correct
reasoning or good arguments

ANSWERS: 27. boring, 28. grand, 29. separate, 30. represent, 31. weird, 32.
aesthetic, 33. ax, 34. obvious, 35. principle, 36. replace, 37. confuse, 38. confuse, 39.
logic
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40. ess______ly correct adv. relating to the essential features or
concepts of anything

41. a tr_____on of a culture n. a belief, custom, or way of doing
something that has been passed down
from generation to generation within a
group or society

42. ae_____ic feeling adj. connected with the enjoyment or study
of beauty

43. bo___g day adj. lacking interest or excitement; tedious
or dull

44. str_________ard manner adj. easy to do or understand, or simple;
free from ambiguity

45. a we__d dress adj. extraordinary, unexpected, or difficult to
explain

46. personal le___r n. a book or computer program used to
keep track of financial transactions; a
collection of records or accounts kept in
such a book or program

47. a coordinate a__s n. a real or imaginary straight line through
a body or figure around which the object
turns; a group of countries in special
alliance

48. a broken fr____nt n. a small piece or part broken off or
detached

49. in____ct with one another v. to communicate or react with somebody

50. become increasingly com______ed adj. involving a lot of different things or parts
in a way that is difficult to understand or
analyze

ANSWERS: 40. essentially, 41. tradition, 42. aesthetic, 43. boring, 44.
straightforward, 45. weird, 46. ledger, 47. axis, 48. fragment, 49. interact, 50.
complicated
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51. fire st__k v. to put something, usually a sharp
object, into something; to restrict
yourself to doing or using one certain
thing and not change; (noun) a thin
piece of wood or other material

52. the treble c__f n. a musical symbol placed at the
beginning of a line of music indicating
the pitch of the notes following it

53. re__r to a book v. to direct someone's attention, thoughts,
or questions to another source or
person; to mention, cite, or allude to
something as evidence or support

54. his conclusion was ob____s adj. easy to see, discover or understand

55. an indisputable lo__c n. a way of thinking or reasoning
conducted or evaluated by strict validity
principles; the study of correct
reasoning or good arguments

56. industry-sp____ic regulations adj. clearly defined or particular to a certain
thing or situation; distinct, explicit, and
precise

57. a low-pi__hed sound n. the property of sound that varies with
variation in the frequency of vibration;
the degree of a slope, especially of a
roof; short presentation for selling or
sharing something

58. become ess______ly same adv. relating to the essential features or
concepts of anything

59. irregular heart rh___m n. a strong regular repeated pattern of
sounds, words, or musical notes that
are used in music, poetry, and dancing

ANSWERS: 51. stick, 52. clef, 53. refer, 54. obvious, 55. logic, 56. specific, 57. pitch,
58. essentially, 59. rhythm
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60. the sc___t of a play n. a written text of a film, play, broadcast,
or speech; something written by hand

61. secret s__t n. a group of people who follow a
particular religious or philosophical
belief system, especially one that is
regarded as outside the norm or
mainstream

62. pr_____le of treatment n. a fundamental law or truth that explains
or controls how something happens or
works

63. an al____et of manual signs n. a character set that includes letters and
is used to write a language

64. letters of an al____et n. a character set that includes letters and
is used to write a language

65. the characters that re_____nt

numbers

v. to speak, act, or be present on behalf of
another person or group; to form or
constitute

66. t__k of the clock n. a light, sharp, repetitive sound or action;
a mark indicating that something is
correct or has been done; any of two
families of small parasitic arachnids with
barbed proboscis

67. end of the first qu____r n. one of four equal parts; a fourth part or
portion

68. an ax in the toolbox n. a tool with a metal blade that is usually
attached to a wooden handle and is
used for chopping wood or other
materials

69. fr____nt of a text n. a small piece or part broken off or
detached

ANSWERS: 60. script, 61. sect, 62. principle, 63. alphabet, 64. alphabet, 65.
represent, 66. tick, 67. quarter, 68. ax, 69. fragment
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70. co____se water vapor v. to reduce the volume or size of
something, often by removing water or
other liquid; to make something shorter,
more concise, or more concentrated

71. make a str_________ard dash adj. easy to do or understand, or simple;
free from ambiguity

72. gr__d bargain adj. important and large in size, scope, or
extent

73. show pa____ce n. the ability to remain calm and
composed in the face of adversity,
delay, or frustration; the capacity to
tolerate or endure difficult or unpleasant
situations without becoming upset or
angry

74. re__r to a map v. to direct someone's attention, thoughts,
or questions to another source or
person; to mention, cite, or allude to
something as evidence or support

75. against tr_____on n. a belief, custom, or way of doing
something that has been passed down
from generation to generation within a
group or society

76. st___y increase adj. firmly fixed, supported, or balanced; not
shaking or moving

77. se____te cream from milk v. to force, take, or pull apart; mark as
different

78. take a st___y job adj. firmly fixed, supported, or balanced; not
shaking or moving

ANSWERS: 70. condense, 71. straightforward, 72. grand, 73. patience, 74. refer, 75.
tradition, 76. steady, 77. separate, 78. steady
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Session 3: Fill in the Blanks

1. My _________ standards are quite different from hers.

adj. connected with the enjoyment or study of beauty

2. I need to ________ all of my notes into a manageable summary for my
presentation.

v. to reduce the volume or size of something, often by removing water or other
liquid; to make something shorter, more concise, or more concentrated

3. The unemployment rate in the first _______ was 2.3 percentage points higher
than in the previous.

n. one of four equal parts; a fourth part or portion

4. The numbers on the sign __________ to points on the map.

v. to match or be similar to something else almost exactly; to exchange messages

5. My computer has been acting _____ recently.

adj. extraordinary, unexpected, or difficult to explain

6. He beat out a jazz ______ on the cajones.

n. a strong regular repeated pattern of sounds, words, or musical notes that are
used in music, poetry, and dancing

7. It is a _________ in many families to have a big Thanksgiving dinner with all
their relatives.

n. a belief, custom, or way of doing something that has been passed down from
generation to generation within a group or society

ANSWERS: 1. aesthetic, 2. condense, 3. quarter, 4. correspond, 5. weird, 6. rhythm,
7. tradition
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8. The minority ____ believed in a set of unconventional religious practices.

n. a group of people who follow a particular religious or philosophical belief
system, especially one that is regarded as outside the norm or mainstream

9. This electronic __________ is required to undergo periodic inspections to ensure
precision.

n. an object used to make musical sounds, such as a piano, guitar, or drum; a tool
or device used for a specific activity, particularly in specialist or scientific work

10. There are _______ differences between the two wine-producing regions.

adj. easy to see, discover or understand

11. Her voice gradually increased in _____.

n. the property of sound that varies with variation in the frequency of vibration; the
degree of a slope, especially of a roof; short presentation for selling or sharing
something

12. Can you ______ 123321 by eleven?

v. to separate or cause to separate into parts or groups

13. Her remarks ________ the debate.

v. to mistake one thing for another; to make somebody hard to understand

14. ____________ a society is an organism.

adv. relating to the essential features or concepts of anything

15. Efficiency isn't an essential _________ here; fairness is.

n. a fundamental law or truth that explains or controls how something happens or
works

ANSWERS: 8. sect, 9. instrument, 10. obvious, 11. pitch, 12. divide, 13. confused, 14.
Essentially, 15. principle
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16. You _____ a bill in the change machine, and the coins pop out.

v. to put something, usually a sharp object, into something; to restrict yourself to
doing or using one certain thing and not change; (noun) a thin piece of wood or
other material

17. This year's _____ gathering will be held in Canada.

adj. important and large in size, scope, or extent

18. The earth's ____ of rotation is tilted 66.5 degrees to the ecliptic plane.

n. a real or imaginary straight line through a body or figure around which the
object turns; a group of countries in special alliance

19. He should ________ more with his colleagues.

v. to communicate or react with somebody

20. I always put a ____ mark next to the items on my grocery list after buying them.

n. a light, sharp, repetitive sound or action; a mark indicating that something is
correct or has been done; any of two families of small parasitic arachnids with
barbed proboscis

21. Please _____ to the instruction manual for further assistance.

v. to direct someone's attention, thoughts, or questions to another source or
person; to mention, cite, or allude to something as evidence or support

22. Eventually, the new design will _______ all older models.

v. to take the place of something

23. The archaeologist carefully pieced together the tiny _________ of pottery found
at the dig site.

n. a small piece or part broken off or detached

ANSWERS: 16. stick, 17. grand, 18. axis, 19. interact, 20. tick, 21. refer, 22. replace,
23. fragments
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24. The lecture was so ______ that many people fell asleep.

adj. lacking interest or excitement; tedious or dull

25. Even though he knew it was wrong, he _______ on the exam.

v. to act dishonestly or unfairly to gain an advantage or to deceive someone; to
break the rules or laws

26. There's no _____ in his description.

n. a way of thinking or reasoning conducted or evaluated by strict validity
principles; the study of correct reasoning or good arguments

27. He strove to memorize the Hebrew ________.

n. a character set that includes letters and is used to write a language

28. He walked a road ________ to the railroad.

adj. being everywhere equidistant and not intersecting; of or relating to the
simultaneous performance of multiple operations

29. The auditor checked every entry in the ______ for accuracy.

n. a book or computer program used to keep track of financial transactions; a
collection of records or accounts kept in such a book or program

30. We elected him to _________ us at the international conference.

v. to speak, act, or be present on behalf of another person or group; to form or
constitute

31. Healing a broken heart requires _________ as it takes time to heal.

n. the ability to remain calm and composed in the face of adversity, delay, or
frustration; the capacity to tolerate or endure difficult or unpleasant situations
without becoming upset or angry

ANSWERS: 24. boring, 25. cheated, 26. logic, 27. alphabet, 28. parallel, 29. ledger,
30. represent, 31. patience,
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32. He used an __ to chop the firewood for the campfire.

n. a tool with a metal blade that is usually attached to a wooden handle and is
used for chopping wood or other materials

33. She is a singer whose voice lies in the alto ____.

n. a musical symbol placed at the beginning of a line of music indicating the pitch
of the notes following it

34. The defendant gave a _______________ and accurate description of the
accident.

adj. easy to do or understand, or simple; free from ambiguity

35. We need to ________ the aspect of his personality from the part of his
competence when making an investment decision.

v. to force, take, or pull apart; mark as different

36. The patient's vital signs are _______ indicating a stable condition.

adj. firmly fixed, supported, or balanced; not shaking or moving

37. He did ___________ pen-and-ink drawings in just a few days.

adj. involving a lot of different things or parts in a way that is difficult to understand
or analyze

38. The scientist conducted a study that provided ________ details about the
species' behavior.

adj. clearly defined or particular to a certain thing or situation; distinct, explicit, and
precise

39. The archaeologist found a hieratic Egyptian ______ on a stone monument.

n. a written text of a film, play, broadcast, or speech; something written by hand

ANSWERS: 32. ax, 33. clef, 34. straightforward, 35. separate, 36. steady, 37.
complicated, 38. specific, 39. script
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