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Session 1: Word List
livelihood n. a means of earning money people need to pay for food,

a place to live, clothing, etc.
synonym : occupation, living, income

(1) a means of livelihood, (2) livelihood assistance

I could no longer earn my own livelihood.

enchant v. to cast a spell on; to fascinate or charm someone
synonym : charm, captivate, bewitch

(1) enchant the audience, (2) enchant the crowd

The fairy's spell enchanted the prince, making him fall asleep
for 100 years.

sub-Saharan adj. of or relating to or situated in the area south of the
Sahara Desert

(1) sub-Saharan Africa, (2) sub-Saharan countries

The coffee producers in sub-Saharan countries are at the
sharp end of fluctuations in price.

opportune adj. suitable or happening at a time that is suitable or
convenient for a particular purpose

synonym : suitable, timely, practical

(1) opportune occasion, (2) an opportune remark

Page 1 / 12



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Kevin Njabo: How we can stop Africa's scientific brain drain | TED Talk" (19 words)

The phone rang at the most opportune time.

ecologist n. a person who studies the relationships between living
organisms and their environment; the state of being
outside or directed toward or relating to the outside or
exterior

synonym : conservationist, naturalist

(1) behavioral ecologist, (2) forestry ecologist

The forestry ecologist studied the interactions between the
different species in the forest's ecosystem.

dishearten v. to cause someone to lose hope, confidence, or
enthusiasm; to discourage or demoralize

synonym : discourage, dismay, demoralize

(1) dishearten employees, (2) dishearten the hopeful job
applicant

The team's loss in the semifinals did not dishearten their
determination to return stronger next season.

parachute n. a device used to slow the motion of people or objects
through an atmosphere consisting of a large piece of
thin cloth that is attached to them and opens out in the
air

(1) parachute troops, (2) golden parachute

This training includes emergency escape drills with
parachutes.

perpetual adj. continuing for an extended period in the same way
without stopping or being interrupted

synonym : enduring, unchanging, incessant

(1) perpetual motion machine, (2) perpetual struggle

The company employs a perpetual inventory system.

handout n. giving money, food, or clothing to those who are poor or
in need

synonym : contribution, aid, brochure

(1) plead for handouts, (2) three-page handout
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All those eligible will receive financial handouts.

groundbreaking adj. producing fresh findings; using novel techniques
synonym : innovative, revolutionary

(1) groundbreaking concept, (2) groundbreaking
settlement

He has produced groundbreaking research on the subject.

cape n. a type of long, loose outer garment that covers the back,
shoulders, and arms; a headland or promontory
extending into the sea or other large body of water

synonym : shawl, cloak, mantle

(1) cape cod, (2) red cape

The superhero wore a flowing cape as part of their costume.

nurture v. to take care of, feed, and protect someone or something
while they are growing and developing

synonym : boost, cultivate, enable

(1) nurture love, (2) nurture his talents

Schools should nurture children's mutual interest spirit.

verge n. the point at which something is about to happen or
where something begins; the edge or margin of
something, particularly a physical boundary or border

synonym : brink, edge, margin

(1) verge of bankruptcy, (2) on the verge of tears

He stood on the verge of a major discovery.

empower v. to give someone the power or authority to do something
synonym : authorize, endow, entitle

(1) empower my life, (2) empower the secretary to do the
same

The company empowered employees to buy low-price items
without approval to achieve efficient purchasing.

disperse v. to spread out or distribute over a broad region, or to
cause something to do so
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synonym : dissipate, spread, scatter

(1) disperse false information, (2) disperse the protesters

Before authorities dispersed the protesters, they yelled
slogans.

graft n. a transplanted portion of tissue or skin, often taken from
one part of the body and used to repair or replace
damaged or missing tissue in another part; a corrupt or
illegal means of acquiring wealth or power through illicit
or unethical methods

synonym : transplant, implantation, bribery

(1) graft surgery, (2) anti- graft law

The patient's skin graft procedure was successful, and he
was released from the hospital.

sapling n. a young tree or plant that has not yet reached full
maturity; a small, slender tree or shrub

synonym : seedling, young tree, saplet

(1) sapling growth, (2) sapling tree

The park has planted several saplings to increase the
number of trees in the area.

pristine adj. new and completely free from dirt or contamination
synonym : chaste, pure, immaculate

(1) pristine beach, (2) maintain the pristine condition

It is terrific to camp in pristine nature.

confer v. to have a meeting or discussion to come to a decision or
agreement or exchange ideas; to bestow something

synonym : consult, meet, discuss

(1) confer degree, (2) confer honor

The leaders of the two countries met to confer on the issue.
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Session 2: Spelling

1. red c__e n. a type of long, loose outer garment that
covers the back, shoulders, and arms; a
headland or promontory extending into
the sea or other large body of water

2. pe_____al struggle adj. continuing for an extended period in the
same way without stopping or being
interrupted

3. dis_____en employees v. to cause someone to lose hope,
confidence, or enthusiasm; to
discourage or demoralize

4. pr____ne beach adj. new and completely free from dirt or
contamination

5. behavioral ec_____st n. a person who studies the relationships
between living organisms and their
environment; the state of being outside
or directed toward or relating to the
outside or exterior

6. di____se false information v. to spread out or distribute over a broad
region, or to cause something to do so

7. anti-gr__t law n. a transplanted portion of tissue or skin,
often taken from one part of the body
and used to repair or replace damaged
or missing tissue in another part; a
corrupt or illegal means of acquiring
wealth or power through illicit or
unethical methods

8. ve__e of bankruptcy n. the point at which something is about to
happen or where something begins; the
edge or margin of something,
particularly a physical boundary or
border

ANSWERS: 1. cape, 2. perpetual, 3. dishearten, 4. pristine, 5. ecologist, 6. disperse,
7. graft, 8. verge
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9. pe_____al motion machine adj. continuing for an extended period in the
same way without stopping or being
interrupted

10. c__e cod n. a type of long, loose outer garment that
covers the back, shoulders, and arms; a
headland or promontory extending into
the sea or other large body of water

11. gro________ing settlement adj. producing fresh findings; using novel
techniques

12. en____t the crowd v. to cast a spell on; to fascinate or charm
someone

13. an op_____ne remark adj. suitable or happening at a time that is
suitable or convenient for a particular
purpose

14. sub______an countries adj. of or relating to or situated in the area
south of the Sahara Desert

15. maintain the pr____ne condition adj. new and completely free from dirt or
contamination

16. co___r honor v. to have a meeting or discussion to
come to a decision or agreement or
exchange ideas; to bestow something

17. dis_____en the hopeful job

applicant

v. to cause someone to lose hope,
confidence, or enthusiasm; to
discourage or demoralize

18. sa____g tree n. a young tree or plant that has not yet
reached full maturity; a small, slender
tree or shrub

19. em____r my life v. to give someone the power or authority
to do something

ANSWERS: 9. perpetual, 10. cape, 11. groundbreaking, 12. enchant, 13. opportune,
14. sub-Saharan, 15. pristine, 16. confer, 17. dishearten, 18. sapling, 19. empower
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20. forestry ec_____st n. a person who studies the relationships
between living organisms and their
environment; the state of being outside
or directed toward or relating to the
outside or exterior

21. on the ve__e of tears n. the point at which something is about to
happen or where something begins; the
edge or margin of something,
particularly a physical boundary or
border

22. sa____g growth n. a young tree or plant that has not yet
reached full maturity; a small, slender
tree or shrub

23. liv_____od assistance n. a means of earning money people need
to pay for food, a place to live, clothing,
etc.

24. a means of liv_____od n. a means of earning money people need
to pay for food, a place to live, clothing,
etc.

25. plead for ha____ts n. giving money, food, or clothing to those
who are poor or in need

26. en____t the audience v. to cast a spell on; to fascinate or charm
someone

27. three-page ha____t n. giving money, food, or clothing to those
who are poor or in need

28. co___r degree v. to have a meeting or discussion to
come to a decision or agreement or
exchange ideas; to bestow something

29. nu____e his talents v. to take care of, feed, and protect
someone or something while they are
growing and developing

ANSWERS: 20. ecologist, 21. verge, 22. sapling, 23. livelihood, 24. livelihood, 25.
handout, 26. enchant, 27. handout, 28. confer, 29. nurture
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30. golden pa_____te n. a device used to slow the motion of
people or objects through an
atmosphere consisting of a large piece
of thin cloth that is attached to them and
opens out in the air

31. gr__t surgery n. a transplanted portion of tissue or skin,
often taken from one part of the body
and used to repair or replace damaged
or missing tissue in another part; a
corrupt or illegal means of acquiring
wealth or power through illicit or
unethical methods

32. op_____ne occasion adj. suitable or happening at a time that is
suitable or convenient for a particular
purpose

33. sub______an Africa adj. of or relating to or situated in the area
south of the Sahara Desert

34. em____r the secretary to do the

same

v. to give someone the power or authority
to do something

35. pa_____te troops n. a device used to slow the motion of
people or objects through an
atmosphere consisting of a large piece
of thin cloth that is attached to them and
opens out in the air

36. di____se the protesters v. to spread out or distribute over a broad
region, or to cause something to do so

37. gro________ing concept adj. producing fresh findings; using novel
techniques

38. nu____e love v. to take care of, feed, and protect
someone or something while they are
growing and developing

ANSWERS: 30. parachute, 31. graft, 32. opportune, 33. sub-Saharan, 34. empower,
35. parachute, 36. disperse, 37. groundbreaking, 38. nurture
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ANSWERS: 
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Session 3: Fill in the Blanks

1. The patient's skin _____ procedure was successful, and he was released from
the hospital.

n. a transplanted portion of tissue or skin, often taken from one part of the body
and used to repair or replace damaged or missing tissue in another part; a
corrupt or illegal means of acquiring wealth or power through illicit or unethical
methods

2. Before authorities _________ the protesters, they yelled slogans.

v. to spread out or distribute over a broad region, or to cause something to do so

3. The superhero wore a flowing ____ as part of their costume.

n. a type of long, loose outer garment that covers the back, shoulders, and arms;
a headland or promontory extending into the sea or other large body of water

4. The phone rang at the most _________ time.

adj. suitable or happening at a time that is suitable or convenient for a particular
purpose

5. This training includes emergency escape drills with __________.

n. a device used to slow the motion of people or objects through an atmosphere
consisting of a large piece of thin cloth that is attached to them and opens out
in the air

6. The leaders of the two countries met to ______ on the issue.

v. to have a meeting or discussion to come to a decision or agreement or
exchange ideas; to bestow something

7. The company _________ employees to buy low-price items without approval to
achieve efficient purchasing.

v. to give someone the power or authority to do something

ANSWERS: 1. graft, 2. dispersed, 3. cape, 4. opportune, 5. parachutes, 6. confer, 7.
empowered
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8. The company employs a _________ inventory system.

adj. continuing for an extended period in the same way without stopping or being
interrupted

9. The park has planted several ________ to increase the number of trees in the
area.

n. a young tree or plant that has not yet reached full maturity; a small, slender tree
or shrub

10. The coffee producers in ___________ countries are at the sharp end of
fluctuations in price.

adj. of or relating to or situated in the area south of the Sahara Desert

11. The fairy's spell _________ the prince, making him fall asleep for 100 years.

v. to cast a spell on; to fascinate or charm someone

12. I could no longer earn my own __________.

n. a means of earning money people need to pay for food, a place to live,
clothing, etc.

13. He stood on the _____ of a major discovery.

n. the point at which something is about to happen or where something begins;
the edge or margin of something, particularly a physical boundary or border

14. Schools should _______ children's mutual interest spirit.

v. to take care of, feed, and protect someone or something while they are growing
and developing

15. The team's loss in the semifinals did not __________ their determination to
return stronger next season.

v. to cause someone to lose hope, confidence, or enthusiasm; to discourage or
demoralize

ANSWERS: 8. perpetual, 9. saplings, 10. sub-Saharan, 11. enchanted, 12. livelihood,
13. verge, 14. nurture, 15. dishearten
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16. The forestry _________ studied the interactions between the different species in
the forest's ecosystem.

n. a person who studies the relationships between living organisms and their
environment; the state of being outside or directed toward or relating to the
outside or exterior

17. He has produced ______________ research on the subject.

adj. producing fresh findings; using novel techniques

18. All those eligible will receive financial ________.

n. giving money, food, or clothing to those who are poor or in need

19. It is terrific to camp in ________ nature.

adj. new and completely free from dirt or contamination

ANSWERS: 16. ecologist, 17. groundbreaking, 18. handouts, 19. pristine
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