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Session 1: Word List
stun v. to make a person or an animal unconscious or dizzy,

especially by hitting them on the head; to make
someone surprised or shocked greatly

synonym : shock, amaze, astound

(1) stun fish, (2) stun an audience

This sprinter stunned the world with his speed.

rebellion n. an act of violent or open resistance to an established
government or ruler

synonym : insurrection, uprising, revolt

(1) rebellion leader, (2) excite rebellion

The antigovernment rebellion was put down quickly by the
government's military forces.

troublemaker n. a person who intentionally causes difficulties or
problems for others, often by disruptive or provocative
behavior; a person who tends to create or attract trouble
or controversy

synonym : troublemonger, instigator, agitator

(1) troublemaker kid, (2) accused troublemaker

The teacher had to reprimand the troublemaker in class
constantly.
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trailblazing adj. pioneering; innovative; the action of blazing a trail or
creating a path for others to follow

synonym : pioneering, innovative, groundbreaking

(1) trailblazing technology, (2) trailblazing approach

The trailblazing scientist paved the way for future research
in the field.

optimism n. a feeling or the belief that good things will happen, or the
quality of being full of hope and emphasizing the positive
aspects of a situation

synonym : positiveness, sanguinity, bullishness

(1) sense of optimism, (2) political optimism

There is considerable optimism that the economy will
recover soon.

delusion n. a false belief or impression that is firmly held despite
evidence to the contrary

synonym : hallucination, illusion, fantasy

(1) grand delusion, (2) labor under a delusion

He had a delusion that he was a millionaire.

overestimate v. to estimate something to be greater in amount or
importance than it really is

synonym : overrate, overvalue, embellish

(1) overestimate the value, (2) overestimate the amount of
time spent

He tends to overestimate his abilities.

underestimate v. to think or suppose that a quantity, price, or size is
smaller than it is

synonym : underrate, misjudge, miscalculate

(1) underestimate an enemy, (2) underestimate the
probability

They frequently underestimated their abilities and felt
inferior.
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inaction n. the lack of action or activity; the state of not doing
anything; the failure to take action when action is
needed

synonym : idleness, passivity, inertia

(1) excuse for inaction, (2) consequences of inaction

Inaction in response to climate change poses a dire threat to
our future.

apolitical adj. not related to or involving politics or political affairs; free
from political beliefs, bias, or affiliation

synonym : nonpartisan, impartial, unbiased

(1) apolitical stance, (2) apolitical organization

The nonprofit organization remains apolitical and does not
endorse any political candidates.

industrious adj. hardworking, diligent, and persistent in effort
synonym : diligent, hardworking, assiduous

(1) industrious worker, (2) industrious student

He was known to be very industrious and would often work
late into the night.

disparage v. to describe or represent as being of little worth or value;
to belittle, degrade, or criticize unfairly

synonym : derogate, belittle, criticize

(1) disparage my work, (2) disparage a company's
reputation

He didn't want to disparage his colleague in front of their
boss.

complicity n. the state of being involved with others in an illegal,
harmful, or shameful act; the act of assisting or
collaborating with someone else in wrongdoing or crime

synonym : collusion, conspiracy, connivance

(1) religious complicity, (2) deny complicity

The investigation revealed his complicity in the crime.
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accuse v. to charge or criticize someone with a crime or
wrongdoing

synonym : charge, blame, criticize

(1) accuse his rudeness, (2) accuse each other

The witness accused the defendant of committing the
robbery.

infeasible adj. not capable of being accomplished or carried out
successfully; impractical or unrealistic due to practical or
logistical constraints or limitations

synonym : impossible, unworkable, impractical

(1) infeasible plan, (2) infeasible goal

The project was deemed infeasible due to limited resources.

taxonomy n. the classification or scientific study of organisms,
including their relationships to each other, based on
shared characteristics and traits; a system of organizing
and categorizing information in a particular field or
subject area

synonym : classification, categorization, hierarchy

(1) taxonomy system, (2) biological taxonomy

The taxonomy of insects is incredibly complex due to the
huge number of species.

non-existent adj. not real; not existing or having no real existence
synonym : not real, lacking, absent

(1) non-existent resources, (2) presently non-existent

The evidence for this theory is non-existent.

midway adv. in the middle of a process or journey; halfway between
two points or stages

synonym : halfway, in the middle

(1) midway between our houses, (2) midway through the
flight

We stopped at a restaurant midway through our road trip for
lunch.

Page 4 / 16



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Megan Reitz: How to lead in the new era of employee activism | TED Talk" (26 words)

baffle v. to bewilder or perplex someone completely and to be
unable to understand or explain something

synonym : perplex, astound, hinder

(1) baffle his plan, (2) baffle outside noises

The paradox baffled most philosophers.

inconceivable adj. hard to imagine or believe
synonym : unimaginable, impossible, unthinkable

(1) inconceivable pain, (2) inconceivable ideas

It would be inconceivable for him to alter his behavior.

expel v. to officially force someone to leave a school,
organization, or country

synonym : deport, oust, dislodge

(1) expel him from his native country, (2) expel air from the
lungs

He took a big drag of his cigarette and slowly expelled the
smoke.

facadism n. a controversial practice in architecture and urban
planning where the facade of a historic or architecturally
significant building is preserved or restored, but the
interior or original structure is completely demolished or
replaced with modern construction

synonym : frontage-ism, facade retention, facade preservation

(1) rely on facadism, (2) heritage facadism

The debate on whether facadism is an acceptable urban
design strategy has sparked discussions among architects
and preservationists.

proclamation n. an official announcement or statement
synonym : announcement, declamation, edict

(1) proclamation of innocence, (2) nullify a proclamation

The king made a proclamation declaring war on the
neighboring country.
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facade n. the face or front of a building, especially a large one;
superficial or false appearance intended to conceal
something unpleasant

synonym : front, camouflage, masquerade

(1) the outside facade of a castle, (2) facade of wealth

A gentle facade concealed his powerfulness.

ambiguity n. the quality of being open to more than one
interpretation; the uncertainty of meaning

synonym : uncertainty, vagueness, obscurity

(1) free from ambiguity, (2) avoid ambiguity in writing

The ambiguity in the instructions made it difficult for her to
complete the task.

fallout n. the radioactive dust in the air that settle to the ground
after a nuclear explosion

(1) nuclear fallout, (2) the fallout from the incident

they had no protection from the radioactive fallout.
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Session 2: Spelling

1. the fa____t from the incident n. the radioactive dust in the air that settle
to the ground after a nuclear explosion

2. fa___e of wealth n. the face or front of a building, especially
a large one; superficial or false
appearance intended to conceal
something unpleasant

3. s__n fish v. to make a person or an animal
unconscious or dizzy, especially by
hitting them on the head; to make
someone surprised or shocked greatly

4. non______ent resources adj. not real; not existing or having no real
existence

5. di_____ge a company's reputation v. to describe or represent as being of little
worth or value; to belittle, degrade, or
criticize unfairly

6. mi___y between our houses adv. in the middle of a process or journey;
halfway between two points or stages

7. inf_____le goal adj. not capable of being accomplished or
carried out successfully; impractical or
unrealistic due to practical or logistical
constraints or limitations

8. re_____on leader n. an act of violent or open resistance to
an established government or ruler

9. the outside fa___e of a castle n. the face or front of a building, especially
a large one; superficial or false
appearance intended to conceal
something unpleasant

ANSWERS: 1. fallout, 2. facade, 3. stun, 4. non-existent, 5. disparage, 6. midway, 7.
infeasible, 8. rebellion, 9. facade
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10. ba___e his plan v. to bewilder or perplex someone
completely and to be unable to
understand or explain something

11. inc_______ble pain adj. hard to imagine or believe

12. political op____sm n. a feeling or the belief that good things
will happen, or the quality of being full of
hope and emphasizing the positive
aspects of a situation

13. accused tro______ker n. a person who intentionally causes
difficulties or problems for others, often
by disruptive or provocative behavior; a
person who tends to create or attract
trouble or controversy

14. heritage fa____sm n. a controversial practice in architecture
and urban planning where the facade of
a historic or architecturally significant
building is preserved or restored, but
the interior or original structure is
completely demolished or replaced with
modern construction

15. biological ta____my n. the classification or scientific study of
organisms, including their relationships
to each other, based on shared
characteristics and traits; a system of
organizing and categorizing information
in a particular field or subject area

16. consequences of in____on n. the lack of action or activity; the state of
not doing anything; the failure to take
action when action is needed

17. excite re_____on n. an act of violent or open resistance to
an established government or ruler

ANSWERS: 10. baffle, 11. inconceivable, 12. optimism, 13. troublemaker, 14.
facadism, 15. taxonomy, 16. inaction, 17. rebellion
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18. ove______ate the amount of time

spent

v. to estimate something to be greater in
amount or importance than it really is

19. labor under a de____on n. a false belief or impression that is firmly
held despite evidence to the contrary

20. ex__l him from his native country v. to officially force someone to leave a
school, organization, or country

21. ind______us worker adj. hardworking, diligent, and persistent in
effort

22. sense of op____sm n. a feeling or the belief that good things
will happen, or the quality of being full of
hope and emphasizing the positive
aspects of a situation

23. ind______us student adj. hardworking, diligent, and persistent in
effort

24. inf_____le plan adj. not capable of being accomplished or
carried out successfully; impractical or
unrealistic due to practical or logistical
constraints or limitations

25. nuclear fa____t n. the radioactive dust in the air that settle
to the ground after a nuclear explosion

26. ove______ate the value v. to estimate something to be greater in
amount or importance than it really is

27. grand de____on n. a false belief or impression that is firmly
held despite evidence to the contrary

28. s__n an audience v. to make a person or an animal
unconscious or dizzy, especially by
hitting them on the head; to make
someone surprised or shocked greatly

ANSWERS: 18. overestimate, 19. delusion, 20. expel, 21. industrious, 22. optimism,
23. industrious, 24. infeasible, 25. fallout, 26. overestimate, 27. delusion, 28. stun
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29. deny com_____ty n. the state of being involved with others in
an illegal, harmful, or shameful act; the
act of assisting or collaborating with
someone else in wrongdoing or crime

30. free from am_____ty n. the quality of being open to more than
one interpretation; the uncertainty of
meaning

31. rely on fa____sm n. a controversial practice in architecture
and urban planning where the facade of
a historic or architecturally significant
building is preserved or restored, but
the interior or original structure is
completely demolished or replaced with
modern construction

32. mi___y through the flight adv. in the middle of a process or journey;
halfway between two points or stages

33. apo_____al organization adj. not related to or involving politics or
political affairs; free from political
beliefs, bias, or affiliation

34. tro______ker kid n. a person who intentionally causes
difficulties or problems for others, often
by disruptive or provocative behavior; a
person who tends to create or attract
trouble or controversy

35. und_______ate the probability v. to think or suppose that a quantity,
price, or size is smaller than it is

36. religious com_____ty n. the state of being involved with others in
an illegal, harmful, or shameful act; the
act of assisting or collaborating with
someone else in wrongdoing or crime

ANSWERS: 29. complicity, 30. ambiguity, 31. facadism, 32. midway, 33. apolitical,
34. troublemaker, 35. underestimate, 36. complicity
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37. tra______ing technology adj. pioneering; innovative; the action of
blazing a trail or creating a path for
others to follow

38. ac___e his rudeness v. to charge or criticize someone with a
crime or wrongdoing

39. apo_____al stance adj. not related to or involving politics or
political affairs; free from political
beliefs, bias, or affiliation

40. ba___e outside noises v. to bewilder or perplex someone
completely and to be unable to
understand or explain something

41. und_______ate an enemy v. to think or suppose that a quantity,
price, or size is smaller than it is

42. tra______ing approach adj. pioneering; innovative; the action of
blazing a trail or creating a path for
others to follow

43. ta____my system n. the classification or scientific study of
organisms, including their relationships
to each other, based on shared
characteristics and traits; a system of
organizing and categorizing information
in a particular field or subject area

44. nullify a pro______ion n. an official announcement or statement

45. pro______ion of innocence n. an official announcement or statement

46. excuse for in____on n. the lack of action or activity; the state of
not doing anything; the failure to take
action when action is needed

47. avoid am_____ty in writing n. the quality of being open to more than
one interpretation; the uncertainty of
meaning

ANSWERS: 37. trailblazing, 38. accuse, 39. apolitical, 40. baffle, 41. underestimate,
42. trailblazing, 43. taxonomy, 44. proclamation, 45. proclamation, 46. inaction, 47.
ambiguity
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48. ex__l air from the lungs v. to officially force someone to leave a
school, organization, or country

49. di_____ge my work v. to describe or represent as being of little
worth or value; to belittle, degrade, or
criticize unfairly

50. inc_______ble ideas adj. hard to imagine or believe

51. ac___e each other v. to charge or criticize someone with a
crime or wrongdoing

52. presently non______ent adj. not real; not existing or having no real
existence

ANSWERS: 48. expel, 49. disparage, 50. inconceivable, 51. accuse, 52. non-existent
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Session 3: Fill in the Blanks

1. they had no protection from the radioactive _______.

n. the radioactive dust in the air that settle to the ground after a nuclear explosion

2. This sprinter _______ the world with his speed.

v. to make a person or an animal unconscious or dizzy, especially by hitting them
on the head; to make someone surprised or shocked greatly

3. It would be _____________ for him to alter his behavior.

adj. hard to imagine or believe

4. He was known to be very ___________ and would often work late into the night.

adj. hardworking, diligent, and persistent in effort

5. The ____________ scientist paved the way for future research in the field.

adj. pioneering; innovative; the action of blazing a trail or creating a path for others
to follow

6. The project was deemed __________ due to limited resources.

adj. not capable of being accomplished or carried out successfully; impractical or
unrealistic due to practical or logistical constraints or limitations

7. We stopped at a restaurant ______ through our road trip for lunch.

adv. in the middle of a process or journey; halfway between two points or stages

8. The investigation revealed his __________ in the crime.

n. the state of being involved with others in an illegal, harmful, or shameful act;
the act of assisting or collaborating with someone else in wrongdoing or crime

ANSWERS: 1. fallout, 2. stunned, 3. inconceivable, 4. industrious, 5. trailblazing, 6.
infeasible, 7. midway, 8. complicity
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9. He took a big drag of his cigarette and slowly ________ the smoke.

v. to officially force someone to leave a school, organization, or country

10. They frequently ______________ their abilities and felt inferior.

v. to think or suppose that a quantity, price, or size is smaller than it is

11. The ________ of insects is incredibly complex due to the huge number of
species.

n. the classification or scientific study of organisms, including their relationships to
each other, based on shared characteristics and traits; a system of organizing
and categorizing information in a particular field or subject area

12. The _________ in the instructions made it difficult for her to complete the task.

n. the quality of being open to more than one interpretation; the uncertainty of
meaning

13. He didn't want to _________ his colleague in front of their boss.

v. to describe or represent as being of little worth or value; to belittle, degrade, or
criticize unfairly

14. ________ in response to climate change poses a dire threat to our future.

n. the lack of action or activity; the state of not doing anything; the failure to take
action when action is needed

15. The nonprofit organization remains __________ and does not endorse any
political candidates.

adj. not related to or involving politics or political affairs; free from political beliefs,
bias, or affiliation

16. The paradox _______ most philosophers.

v. to bewilder or perplex someone completely and to be unable to understand or
explain something

ANSWERS: 9. expelled, 10. underestimated, 11. taxonomy, 12. ambiguity, 13.
disparage, 14. Inaction, 15. apolitical, 16. baffled

Page 14 / 16



Vocab-Builder Ref from  "Megan Reitz: How to lead in the new era of employee activism | TED Talk" (26 words)

17. He tends to ____________ his abilities.

v. to estimate something to be greater in amount or importance than it really is

18. He had a ________ that he was a millionaire.

n. a false belief or impression that is firmly held despite evidence to the contrary

19. The debate on whether ________ is an acceptable urban design strategy has
sparked discussions among architects and preservationists.

n. a controversial practice in architecture and urban planning where the facade of
a historic or architecturally significant building is preserved or restored, but the
interior or original structure is completely demolished or replaced with modern
construction

20. The teacher had to reprimand the ____________ in class constantly.

n. a person who intentionally causes difficulties or problems for others, often by
disruptive or provocative behavior; a person who tends to create or attract
trouble or controversy

21. The witness _______ the defendant of committing the robbery.

v. to charge or criticize someone with a crime or wrongdoing

22. A gentle ______ concealed his powerfulness.

n. the face or front of a building, especially a large one; superficial or false
appearance intended to conceal something unpleasant

23. The evidence for this theory is ____________.

adj. not real; not existing or having no real existence

24. The king made a ____________ declaring war on the neighboring country.

n. an official announcement or statement

ANSWERS: 17. overestimate, 18. delusion, 19. facadism, 20. troublemaker, 21.
accused, 22. facade, 23. non-existent, 24. proclamation
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25. There is considerable ________ that the economy will recover soon.

n. a feeling or the belief that good things will happen, or the quality of being full of
hope and emphasizing the positive aspects of a situation

26. The antigovernment _________ was put down quickly by the government's
military forces.

n. an act of violent or open resistance to an established government or ruler

ANSWERS: 25. optimism, 26. rebellion
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